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giving thanks
What has your 2020 been like so far? I imagine that most of us
would not exactly call this the best year in our memory. It seems
almost laughable to speak of giving thanks with all the craziness,
uncertainty, and crises this year. However, Thanksgiving is right
around the corner. In this season of thankfulness, it's important
to remember that gratitude does a lot of good.
Researchers at Harvard have found that practicing gratitude
can benefit your health. For those who practice mindfulness and
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choose to focus on the good they have experienced, these
grateful people tend to be happier and healthier ("Giving Thanks
Can Make You Happier," https://bit.ly/3dBEsoU). Even in the
worst of circumstances, gratitude can be a positive source of
restoring hope and bringing healing. Being thankful is good for
us!
With this in mind, we have many things we are thankful for at
the Village. We are grateful for the recent addition of 8 new
residents who recently joined us. We have been blessed with
good health for our residents and staff. We give thanks for all of
our supporters - businesses, churches, foundations, government
programs, board members, online advocates on social media,
volunteers, and donors. We love and appreciate all of you for
the many ways you continue to restore hope with us!
We certainly do not take any of these good things for granted.
Instead, our faith invites us to receive these blessings as gifts
from God. The book of James suggests that "every good and
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father" (James
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1:17). In these challenging times, we can confidently say that God
has done some fantastic, wonderful, and
good things in the lives of our women
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and children. We give thanks, and
we invite you to do the same as well.

Natalie Tibbs
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

restore hope for the holidays
KRIS ADAMS, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Most of us enjoy a happy holiday season, but this time of year can be scary
for women and children in crisis. Without safe shelter, women and children
are vulnerable to domestic violence, other forms of abuse, and homelessness.
But you can change that. You can restore hope for the holidays by ensuring
women and children in crisis have a safe, supportive, and loving home to
spend Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's. With eight new residents
joining us at the Village this month, you may be wondering how you can
help. Here's how we would love for you to partner with us to restore hope
and break the cycle of abuse with us:

SHARE

GIVE

We would love for you to share
your love for the Village with
others! The holidays are the
perfect time of year to tell your
friends
and
family
about
Northwest Arkansas' faith-based,
long-term women's shelter. It's
also an excellent time to let them
know how they can restore hope
by supporting the Village. We
have special postcards available
for those who would be willing to
mail them, or you can share about
our work on social media as well.

The holidays are the season of
giving. We would love for you to
consider giving to help provide
safe shelter and life-changing
services for the women and
children we serve. A donation of
$125 provides a resident with
three days of shelter and
services, and $500 provides 12
days of shelter and services.
Check out the information below
for how you can give online, by
text, or through the mail.

RAISE
You can help fundraise for the
Village on social media! Our
Facebook friends are welcome to
create fundraisers to help with
the end of year campaign, and our
Instagram followers can create
stories with fundraising stickers
for the Village. If you're
interested in putting your social
network to use helping women
and children in crisis, contact me
at kris@restorationvillage.net or
479-402-0036 to start crowdfunding for the Village.
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I grew up with a picture-perfect childhood here in Northwest Arkansas. I had
loving parents, wonderful siblings, and could not have asked for a better
my story
upbringing. But as I grew up, I made a series of choices that took my life in a
SAMANTHA, FORMER RESIDENT
terrible direction. I started looking for attention with guys. The relationships
I had with them left me feeling ashamed and deserving of punishment. I started cutting, became depressed, and
dropped out of school. I got involved with a guy who was an alcoholic and found myself pregnant at 16, and then
had a second baby at 19. When this relationship ended, I started seeing a guy who introduced me to oxy and
became an addict. Eventually, I progressed to taking meth. I made more bad choices that led to felonies,
homelessness, and becoming trapped in a destructive cycle. I came to Restoration Village more than once, but
just couldn't stick with the program and kept finding myself in progressively worse situations.
One night in jail, I felt God speak to me. From that moment on, my life was different. Not only was I able to find
victory over my previous struggles and addictions, but I returned to the Village to give back. I often found myself
helping Ms. Beverly in the kitchen and doing whatever I could to help others with stories like mine. David and
Beverly never gave up on me. They taught me the meaning of grace and showed me unconditional love. I pray that
the experiences I have been through will allow me to be an even bigger help to those who have experienced
similar situations.
To read Samantha's full story, visit www.restorationvillage.net/blog/2020/11/Samantha.

food & holiday sponsor
One of our holiday supporters this year is Bank of America. They are providing the
funding for the Village's food and nutritious meals throughout the holiday season with
generous support. We are so grateful for their commitment to fighting food
insecurity, which extends beyond the Village to many other organizations.
In addition to fighting hunger at the Village, Bank of America is also helping with our
Christmas needs. They are helping to fund Christmas gifts for the women and children
at the Village. Their contribution will ensure that our residents have a very merry
Christmas. Thank you, Bank of America, for restoring hope for the holidays!

smile

You shop. Amazon gives.
Did you know that you can support Restoration
Village while doing your holiday shopping? Shop
with Amazon Smile and they will donate 0.5% of
eligible purchases to the Village—no fees, no extra
cost. Use the link below or find it on our website at
restorationvillage.net/holidays.

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/71-0684644
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