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the path ahead
Closed restaurants. Shuttered schools. Face masks,
gloves, and sanitizer - oh my! No one could have ever
guessed what 2020 would bring for Northwest Arkansas,
let alone the world! At the time of this newsletter's
publication in late April, Governor Hutchinson just
recently shared his hopes for reopening much of the state
around May 4. While we pray that this is possible, who
knows what may be in store by the time you receive this
in your mailbox. If there's one thing that seems certain
right now, it is that there is much uncertainty ahead.
While each of us has to answer for ourselves what we will
do in the face of such uncertainty, I'd like to share with
you how we plan to face these uncertain times at
Restoration Village. In Philippians 3:13-14, we hear Paul
say "one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the
goal." Whether or not the social distancing continues,
whether or not the pandemic grows or fades, whether or
not we struggle or move forward easily, Restoration
Village will keep pressing towards our goal of breaking
the cycle of abuse and restoring hope for women and
children in crisis.
So in the middle of uncertainty, let's be
sure about where we are going together.
We are going to make a difference.
We are going to renew hope,
restore dignity and rebuild lives.
Most importantly, we are going to do
this together, because it takes a village.

Natalie Tibbs
INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Easter at the Village
MADDIE MIZELLE, CHILD ADVOCATE

This year's Easter celebration at Restoration Village was a
wonderful day for our residents and staff. Even with social
distancing in effect, our Easter was full of laughter, love,
and joy.
Our residents and their children were able to watch church
services online, share a wonderful Easter meal, and enjoy
an exciting Easter Egg Hunt. For our families, we also
provided supplies for dyeing Easter eggs with their little
ones.
Our children were blessed with an extra special gift from
Sandy Gibson who provided amazing Easter baskets.
Thanks to our friends at the Presbyterian Church of Bella
Vista, our children also received some adorable stuffed
Easter bunnies.
We are so grateful for their support, as well as all of our
other volunteers who make hope happen at Restoration
Village. Thank you so much for making everyday, including
Easter, special for our women and children in crisis.

Sydney's House of Hope
BEVERLY ENGLE, FOUNDER

The House of Hope was built approximately 20
years ago for young girls who were pregnant. We
needed a place for them to live, and with the help
of a house mom, we took in these young girls who
were preparing to be young single mothers.

This house has a special place in our hearts because
of its ties to young Sydney. While our hearts ache at
such a loss, we are glad knowing that many have
taken refuge inside these same walls to find hope
and healing in her memory.

During that time, there was a mother and her baby
named Sydney who resided in our House of Hope.
During her pregnancy and after Sydney's birth, this
little family lived with us at Restoration Village.
After a short time passed, both mother and child
transitioned to an apartment of their own. It broke
our hearts to learn that not long after this
transition, Sydney died tragically at the hands of a
caretaker. Sydney is one of the first victims of
abuse following the founding of the Children's
Advocacy Center in Benton County.

Just as we have a mission to restore hope, we have
made it our mission to restore this House of Hope
so that it can continue to provide safe shelter for
women and children in crisis. Because of your
generosity and hard work, we are completing
renovations this month on Sydney's House of Hope.
We would like to give special thanks to First Baptist
P 4 of
Church's Engage Week Volunteers, Sisters
Mercy, Springdale Plumbing, and all the other
donors and volunteers who have made this possible.

RESPONDING TO
THE CORONAVIRUS
While the current COVID-19 situation is constantly
changing, we wanted to reach out and keep you informed
about our current and continued response to this
crisis. First and foremost, we plan to keep Restoration
Village open to provide safe shelter and life-changing
services as long as the situation allows. For many of our
residents, they simply have nowhere else to turn, and we
have no intention of leaving any of our residents without
a place to stay or the care they need. We are currently providing safe shelter and life-changing services
for 8 women and 7 children (with an additional 2 women and 4 children joining us soon), and we will
continue to restore their hope and rebuild their lives throughout this crisis.
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PRAY
For people and communities of
faith who support us, we
welcome your prayers for the
health and safety of our
residents and staff. Please
know that we are praying for
you as well.
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ADVOCATE
Be a voice for hope in troubling
times. Encourage one another.
Advocate for those who will
suffer from domestic violence
and other forms of abuse during
our communal social distancing.
We encourage you to be creative
as you spread these words of
hope and advocacy through
phone calls, texts, and posts on
social media.
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GIVE
As you are able, we would
greatly
appreciate
your
continued financial support.
The work of the Village will
continue, day and night, and we
cherish
your
gifts
and
donations to break the cycle of
abuse
and
restore
hope.
Donations can be made at
restorationvillage.net/donate.

