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At the age of 6 years old, my family and I packed up the memories and our living as a
“normal family” in a single-family household in Tulsa, OK. We loaded up our station wagon and
a moving truck and made our way to Northwest Arkansas. I was still bitter because the house I really
wanted had a swimming pool and a tree growing inside of it and I wanted the bedroom close to that.
Yet, here we were moving to Little Flock – a place I never heard of, and a house that was completely run
down. But overall, I was excited for the new journey that lay ahead as I had no idea what to expect. I
knew I had my family, and I didn’t know what to think otherwise. Ultimately, I think I have always been
up to taking a journey, rarely knowing where that journey could take me. Then I moved quickly into
sharing my parents daily with a lot of different people. Most of the time it was okay, and I would brag
about the experiences I had witnessed and was proud of living in a “mansion.” I became sensitive to
the darkness of this world at such a young age. Then I became a teenager, and let’s just say that I
was a typical strong-willed teenager with a bit of an attitude because, of course, I already knew
everything. I was determined to run away to New York, and if not there, then anywhere I could, as far
away from the Village as possible. I learned quickly that it is not very easy to run away from
God’s calling on your life - and when you say yes, you better get ready.
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I recently saw this phrase as it was describing great leaders. “The
greatest legacy is how an organization is led after them.” I
often refer to the legacy that my parents will leave as they have
dedicated their lives to changing the world, one person at a time.
The tenacity yet tenderness of my mother and the wisdom and
passion of my father are things that cannot be replaced. Those are
shoes that cannot be filled. But as we look upon this season of
change for the women and children of Restoration Village,
we are to be reminded that the need for these critical
services will not change. As said in Deuteronomy 15:11 –
“There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore, I
command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward
the poor and needy in your land.” I am honored to have been
chosen to take the lead this coming August as we continue
to open our hands, our hearts and our home to restore
dignity, renew hope and rebuild lives of the women and
children we currently serve, and the ones we have yet to
meet. I hope you can join us as we celebrate the foundation
that has been laid and see to it that their vision of breaking
the cycle of abuse continues into this next generation!
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So many donors, sponsors, and volunteers made this Christmas special for
our women and children this year. We are thankful for every prayer said,
every donation given, and each holiday party provided.

Thank you
for inviting
at your
Party! We
you both!

Tom & Ann Gray
us to a joyful night
annual Christmas
are so grateful for

Thank you Bekaert for
not only providing each
of our children with
Christmas presents,
but also having Santa
come to our holiday
party!

Thank you Bobby Wren for
providing a fun plastic wrap
game for our Christmas
party! This was such a fun
bonding experience!

Thank you Bella Vista
Church of Christ for
inviting us to their
annual Christmas Party
with
fellowship,
worship, and fun
games!

Thank you to our generous Stars of Hope sponsors this year that
provided gifts to over 50 current and former residents! We are so
grateful!
Not only did each woman and child receive generous gifts and
needs, but also received meaningful support from our community. It
truly takes a Village to break the cycle of abuse.
Thank you and Southside Church of Christ, Trinity Grace
Church, Redeemer Church, New Heights Church, Bobby &
Margie Martin, Dean & Nancy Eisma, Jay & Rebecca Baker,
and Sandy Gibson for providing a special Christmas for each
resident who calls the Village home!

Jennifer moving into the
Transitional house.

Danika starting her 1st
day of Kindergarten.

Darnisha received a
scholarship.

Received her C.N.A. license.

Bentley moved in to be
reunited with his mom.

Britni’s two children joined us
after being separated.

Bobbie got her driver’s
license and a car.

Barbra got her own
apartment and was
reunited with her kids.

Zaynab received full
custody of her daughter
Ava.

Rosa & her children
moved into their own
house.

Stephanie & her girls
moved out.

Cailynn & Allie dancing at
a BHS football game.

Looking back over the past year, we have seen so much growth, faith, and grit from our ladies and
children;
6 women are currently attending schooling
9 women gained employment
7 children were reunited with their mother
7 women & 8 children left the Village and moved into safe and stable housing
We served 208 homecooked meals
And gave 2,520 after school snacks
Provided over 400 Christmas gifts
Your support has provided these opportunities to our women and children who called the Village
home! Thank you for your faithfulness to break the cycle of abuse!

Upcoming Event
Join us February 8th, 2020 at the 718 Venue in
Rogers for our 6th annual Afternoon of
Fairytales! Come and enjoy a cupcake bar, singing
and dancing with princesses and superheroes,
games, and crafts while supporting our Advocacy
Program!
2020 Afternoon of Fairytales Sponsors

Thank you to our 2019 AIM for Advocacy and Afternoon of
Fairytales Sponsors!

Bobby & Margie Martin, Wilshar Steel, Rausch Coleman, Treehouse Sales &
Solutions, Celebrate Arkansas, Coughlin Ranch, Bank of America, Outdoor
Cap, Spring Valley Rod & Gun Club, Marshalltown, Living Word Lutheran
Church, Johnson & Johnson, Citiscapes Magazine, Grand Savings Bank, J.B.
Hunt, Motus Group, Mercy, 3W Magazine, Gary & Jane Anderson, Barry &
Becky Lunney, McLarty Daniel, Somthin Borrowed, Cranor’s Lodge, Celeste
Williams, Marty & Tammy Parkhurst, Hugg & Hall, Benchmark Group, Crabby’s
Seafood, Arkansas Periodontal & Implant Associates, New Road Investments,
Ozark Sportsman Supply, and Harps Food Stores.

