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Thank you to all our 2019 sponsors
and attendees to our 4th annual AIM
for Advocacy and 2nd annual Barn
Bash!
Because of your support, we
were able to raise over $100,000
to continue restoring hope!
Are you interested in being a sponsor,
volunteer, or attendee next year?
Email: maddie@restorationvillage.net
for more information!
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Back To School Time! Thank you Kathy Farrell, Debra Pianalto, Perfect Harmony, and Rogers Southside Church of Christ for providing all our children
with school supplies and new school clothes! (and a few adult students too)

Meaningless or Meaningful – Jonathan Engle
On Saturday afternoon after the AIM for could give me a hug, which I accepted, and
Advocacy event, I drove back to the Village with then I wished her safety and well wishes for
a vehicle full of supplies and equipment that had what was ahead for her on her journey. I
been used during the event. I finished unloading wish the Village could have done more for
the vehicle and as I was about to leave the her that evening.
property to head home, a car pulled in that I
And then just this morning Adrienne pulled into
didn’t recognize as being a staff member or any of
the Children’s Advocacy Center parking lot and
our residents. I approached the vehicle
was met by a couple who were trying
and a young lady stepped out. She said The only absolute
to find shelter for a young mother with
that she got our address off the k n o w l e d g e
children who had just driven up from
internet and asked me for help. I
attainable by man Florida and was fleeing a situation of
invited her to come inside and have a
domestic abuse. While the Village
seat in the main lodge parlor room in is that life is
doesn’t have individuals/families
order to get out of the late afternoon meaningless.
that show up on the property
heat. I offered her a glass of iced water
- Tolstoy looking for help every day, it’s not
and asked her to tell me a little bit
uncommon. There are a lot of
about her circumstances. She told me
individuals in need in our local
that she had just moved up here a couple of
communities.
weeks ago to be with extended family, but
because of some personal disagreements, she was Many of you know that mom and dad were in the
kicked out of the house where she had been El Paso Wal-Mart when the mass shooting took
staying. She had been living out of her car for the place on August 3rd. If you were unaware, you
past few days. Without too much prying, I can read about the experience on Beverly’s
discovered that she was fleeing from a situation Facebook page or do a quick google search to see
of domestic battery. I regretfully informed her some of the interviews they did with the media.
that we did not have any empty rooms, but I According to the New York Times, in 2019 there
opened Adrienne’s resource book that she keeps have been 38 mass shootings in the US so far that
in her office and began to write down the names involved a minimum of 3 fatalities per incident
and numbers of a few potential options that (NYT, Neil Vigdor, 8/31/19). In the month of
might be available on a Saturday night. I let her August there have been 53 victims of mass
know that she was welcome to stay here in the shootings with the most recent occurrence that
air conditioning while she made some phone calls claimed 7 lives in Odessa, Texas this past
about other options. After almost an hour of weekend. In the wake of those senseless deaths,
making various phone calls she told me that the there are those who are left behind to pick up
Salvation Army had some openings. As she got the pieces, to deal with the aftermath, to feel the
ready to leave, I invited her into the kitchen, and range of emotions that come with witnessing
she filled a Styrofoam container of food that was such events, and to try to make sense of what
leftover from the Barn Bash event the previous
occurred. Beverly commented recently during a
evening. As she gathered her purse, phone, staff meeting that she has new perspective on
and container of food, she asked if she what it is to deal with PTSD.

Meaningless or Meaningful – Jonathan Engle
I’ve been re-reading recently through the book of
Ecclesiastes. It’s a book that we don’t often hear
sermons from. But we all know its message: “The
words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in
Jerusalem. Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
Vanity of Vanities! All is vanity. What does man
gain by all the toil at which he toils under the
sun?” (Eccl. 1:1-3, Amp.)
In this book of Scripture, the author shows us
what life is like to not have life revealed to us by
God. “Without God - no, not just without
God, for the author of Ecclesiastes speaks
frequently of God - without faith in God - no,
not even that, for the author has faith in God,
in fact, an unquestioning faith: never does he
doubt God’s existence – rather, without the
kind of faith in God that is larger than life and
worth dying for and therefore worth living for,
without a faith that means trust and hope and
love, without a lived love affair with God, life
is vanity of vanities, the shadow of a shadow,
a dream within a dream.” (Peter Kreeft, Three
Philosophies of Life)
If what we read in the daily headlines, or hear on
the nightly news… If we what see on social
media, or see in the variety of tv/print
advertisements about what life could be… If we
just thought that the abuse that one has suffered
was just a part of the cards that they were dealt
in life, and that they should just move on… Then
yes, Life is Vanity.
But that is not where the story began, and
it is not where the story ends. There was a
time when all was right with the world. And after
God had finished creating, God observed all He
had made, and called it “Good.” And then sin
entered the world, and it/we have been cursed
ever since. But that isn’t the final chapter.

The solution comes from something radically
new, something from without, something from
outside time itself, something from eternity
rather than from the past. Christ came to give
us redemption.
And through His
redemption, it is not all in vain, rather
there is meaning.

There are lots of discussions happening in the
public and in private regarding morality. How to
deal with gun control (senseless violence is
wrong), how to deal with homelessness (not
loving our neighbors is wrong), how to stem
domestic battery and sexual abuse (some cultures
find it acceptable, Epstein believed the illegality of
sex with minors was just a silly social constraint).
But any discussion of morality must also
include faith. For we are a people who are
dependent upon and accountable to an
Omniscient God.
At the Village, we are more than just a
shelter for the hurting and homeless.
There is restoration here. This is a place
where women and children can come to be
renewed, rebuilt and restored. There is
healing and there is hope. And that can
only be found through Jesus Christ. Last
week, one of our pre-teen young ladies
affirmed her newfound faith in Christ. And
we rejoiced.
Thank you for believing in the mission, for
partaking in the life-changing work that
happens here, for giving hope to the
hopeless, and meaning to the meaningless.
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Resident Spotlight
At the Coughlin Barn on Thursday afternoon, August 8th, there were several staff and board members
who were assisting with the preparation for our 2nd Annual Barn Bash. The event company had
arrived on time and were setting up the event with their tables, chairs,
etc. I remember thinking, “wow they are so amazing, they are doing
everything so efficiently and all we are doing is watching”. Such a
difference from what we experienced last year with our event
company. I had spoken to the owner of the company and one of her
assistants a couple of times and had noticed the two men who were
setting everything up. I hadn’t interrupted their working to have a
conversation so really had not noticed who the two men were. But
as they were finishing up, I was
walking to the door and noticed one
of the young men who had just
stopped and was looking my way. I
turned to speak to him and could not
believe what I was seeing. “Darren,
oh my gosh, is that really you?” Beverly & Darren setting up for Barn
Bash.
And yes, it was Darren! I hadn’t seen
Darren in probably 25 years, but there
he was, such a gentle smile, one I immediately recognized.

Darren, Curly, and Jonathan—Fall of
1989 or 90.

Many of you who have heard David’s story of the young man who
spent several years at the Village with his mom and his sister, who he
found out after his triple bypass and valve replacement surgery, that
Darren was the surgical tech who took his veins out of his leg for the
surgery. David hadn’t seen him, but he heard about the young
man who told everyone in the surgery room that this was
“Mr. David” and who Mr. David was.

And now here was Darren right in front of us. It seems Darren and his wife had started this event
company several years ago (Somethin’ Borrowed) and he had left the surgery room to work with his
sweet wife. Wow, unbelievable because 30 years ago in August of 1989, Darren, his mom and sister
joined us at Restoration Village. His mom made a significant contribution of time and effort in the
early years of Restoration Village to clean, remove wallpaper, paint, re-carpet, and landscape much of
the property while she was healing from her own severe trauma through childhood and her marriage.
They lived with us for several years, and her children grew up with ours. How great the tie that
bound our hearts together and how good God is to allow us to see some of the fruit of
His love outpoured.

Beverly Engle, Executive Director

