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Thank you to those who joined us at our annual Rebuilding Lives
Luncheon this past month! It was such a joyous time to see new and familiar
faces gathered to support our women and children and to celebrate our 30th
anniversary!
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Melinda Brown, a past resident sharing
her story at the luncheon.

David & Beverly Engle, our Directors and
founders celebrating 30 years!

2019 Award Recipients
Like us on
Facebook

Restoring Hope Lifetime Achievement Award:
John & Kathleen Farrell (Upper left)
Madeline Mizelle Volunteer of the Year
Award: Nythia Sundar (Upper right)
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Rebuilding Lives Outstanding Achievement
Award: Beverly & Ron Bowman (Bottom
left)
Rebuilding Lives Outstanding Achievement
Award: Kate Paschal (bottom right)

The Success of Engaged Relationships – David Engle
For over a year Dad has had an idea for a newsletter
that he’s wanted to share, but either the timing wasn’t
right, or the stories were just a little bit too dark. The
message that he has been wanting to convey has been to
express to our readers and supporters that there is
warfare that happens daily and nightly at the Village.
And that we as a Village, as a staff, aren’t always
successful with helping every individual find hope and
restoration. But that has never deterred our
mission to reach out to another, to be consistent,
to be vulnerable, and to offer compassion and
mercy again and again.
-Jonathan Engle

their color, sexuality, gender designations, and
status and they are rejected by the cliché of being
second class citizens unworthy of love.

This book is a primer for the reader that has few
qualifying versions of what poverty and the
atmosphere of a life of “survival” is really like with
pictures to exemplify the text. But what happened
to the author as he spent three years on the streets
with these people is the point: “Like most people
on the front row, I am used to thinking we have all
the answers. On Wall Street, there are
At the core of few problems we couldn’t solve with
p o v e r t y smarts, energy, audacity, or money. We
pushed death into the distance, …eating
alleviation is the
right, doing right things, going to the
worship of the correct medical specialist, …mortality
one true God.
could feel distant.”

As I think about some of our former
residents, some have become
schoolteachers, civil servants,
corporate executives, small business
owners, college professors, and more. Some
have also returned to their former addictions and
abuse, gone back to prison, returned to living on the
streets, or worse, chosen to take their own life. But
what we know is that all need an opportunity for a
second chance, a place to escape from an abuser,
and when they know safety and security, when they
find hope again, they can then learn new life patterns,
change their relationships to more healthy ones,
learn how to establish boundaries, renew
relationships with children, renew minds and change
their culture. This is a daily battle filled with exciting
new highs and deep, dark lows that takes lots of time
and someone willing to walk with them through it.
In the newly released book Dignity: Seeking Respect in
Back Row America, Chris Arnade, a former Wall
Street professional who left his job to photograph
and live among the impoverished writes about his
journey. “Soon I saw my atheism for what it is; an
intellectual belief most accessible to those that have
done well.” In the book, which is full of remarkable
photographs, you read about drugs, crack houses,
people demeaned, constricted and ranked because of

A world that is controlled by man and science can
be explained through numbers, statistics,
algorithms, quantifications and qualifications, and
can be justified by certificates, awards, public
acknowledgements and legacies. Over the years
the Village has received feedback that we don’t
serve “enough individuals annually.” We have lost
some funding due to the same, and even because
we don’t adhere to a “specific set of theological
doctrines.” Which is okay. And yes, we do
quantify meals served and nights of shelter provided
for one of our grants, but those numbers cannot
express or convey the meaningfulness of a
relationship engaged. Sometimes we are asked
during tours of the Village how many of the
residents have made decisions of salvation, or how
many have been baptized while they were residents.
Only God truly knows the heart. So, we don’t
track those numbers, and truth be told, in many
instances, the abuse that occurred happened inside
of a “Bible-believing, Christian home.”
In conclusion to his time spent with those on the
backrow, Chris Andrade closes with this: “On the

The Success of Engaged Relationships – David Engle
streets, few can delude themselves into thinking
they have it under control. You cannot ignore
death there, and you cannot ignore human fallibility. It
is easier to see that everyone is a sinner,
everyone is fallible, and everyone is mortal. It is
easier to see that there are things just too deep, too
important, or too great for us to know. It is far easier
to recognize that one must come to peace with the
idea that we don’t and never will have this under
control. It is far easier to see religion not just as
useful, but as true.” (emphasis mine)
What is it about Restoration Village that
makes it so different? First,
we accept residents just as they
are, where they are, and the
only requirement is that they
need a place to be, and we have
a room available. There is no
class of people here. We have
provided shelter to those in the
upper, middle, and lower class,
those with higher education
degrees, teachers, the developmentally challenged, the
educationally deprived, non-English speakers, those of
various religious backgrounds, from all over the world
– we are a diverse community. It is a situational
dilemma for a new resident to accept a plan for their
life if they think they have no future. Acceptance is
the first step. If you can’t plan you can’t predict.
Plans allow for predictions and cause and effect can be
learned from predictions. If you don’t understand
cause and effect, you won’t learn consequences. If
you don’t understand consequences, you have no
control over impulses and if there is no control over
impulses, the inclination is the loss of decent behavior
and making of healthy decisions. Trying to change
people without understanding their trauma and
culture is myopic thinking. We attempt to help them
understand choices in anticipation that they will learn
and accept that they can make choices here, and in
the future, and that the past does not have to

determine their journey.
Soon we will post a new video on our
Facebook page of a former resident. Her
story, along with some of the other
testimonies of former residents illustrate
the impact of kindness leading to a change
of mindset, the power of forgiveness, and
the strength of character that those in need
gain as they are loved, encouraged, and
aided in their life. The new video shares her
past, her acceptance at the Village, not
once, but twice, the suicide of her son, and
where she is at today, aiding
others, and conducting her
own small business. Has it
been easy for her? No! But
she has persisted, been
active in support groups and
found a church that she is
welcome in, not as an
outsider, but as a believer
accepted by grace.
In a new book, Becoming Whole: Why the Opposite
of Poverty isn’t the American Dream, the authors
Brian Fikkert and Kelly Kapic write: “People
experience human flourishing when they serve as
priest-kings, using their mind, affections, will and
body to live in proper relationship with God, self,
others and the rest of creation…at the core of
poverty alleviation is worship of the one true
God.” We are eternally grateful to you, the
ones who have partnered with Restoration
Village to extend patience, continued
support, and encouragement to escape
from and be healed of the past and to
become a new creature.

Village News
One of our mothers of 7 was recently recognized for her outstanding
work accomplished with CCOA to focus on reducing her student loans.
Darnisha is currently enrolled at NWACC and hopes to become a nurse one
day to provide for her children when she moves out of the Village., “I know
that my goal is to have a place for us to call home one day.”
To view Darnisha’s interview and story of hope, visit the link below:

https://www.nwahomepage.com/news/local/mother-uses-resource-to-helpmaneuver-through-student-loans-knwa/

Thank you Bobby Wren for your incredible invitation to take our children out catfishing and then frying
it up for them during a fun filled day at Lake Avalon! Such a memorable experience that all of our
residents were able to enjoy. To see more pictures, visit our FaceBook page!

