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Join us on Friday, August 9th
for live music, good food and
drinks, auctions, and a story of
Restored Hope.
Tickets are still available for
our 2nd annual Barn Bash on
August 9th! This event supports
our advocacy program and is the
pre-party to AIM for Advocacy on
August 10th! Tickets are $125 and
can be bought at the door.

Advisory Board:
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Melinda Brown
Nancy Trammel

The next morning is our 4th annual
AIM for Advocacy, a clay pigeon
shooting event at Spring Valley
Anglers Gun and Rod Club.

AIM Founding
Committee:
Bobby Martin
Jeff Wisener
Barry Lunney Sr.
Jim Haworth
Billy Witcofski

If you are interested in tickets
or more information visit our
website:
www.restorationvillage.net

Like us on
Facebook

restorationvillage.net
2215 Little Flock Drive
Rogers, AR 72756

Fun in the Sun at the Rogers Aquatic Center! All of our residents enjoyed a day of swimming
and splashing away at Wet Willy’s. Thank you to those who donated to allow our children to go have
amazing memories this summer!

Are You Ready? – Jonathan Engle
Almost a month ago, I was working in my some fact checking, source correcting, and break
office when I began to hear a shuffle of up his sentences as he has a penchant for runfootsteps that were slowly approaching ons. And sometimes I would have to translate
from the other side of the building. I could some of his ideas because he was pulling from so
also hear the motorboat sound that Dad does with many different sources to convey his message
his lips, which always means that he is in deep that it sometimes didn’t make sense except to
thought or in the middle of trying to process some the both of us.
course of action. I was anticipating any number of
So, Dad walked into my office that morning, did
things that he might wish to inquire about,
that motorboat thing with his lips a couple more
whether it was a financial transaction, maintenance
times and then asked, “Are you ready?” At that
issue, or just to let me know that he was
moment, every available synapse within
going about errands off the property, but Instead, what
my brain that wasn’t occupied with
that he would have the truck back in time he told me that
something else fired.
Scenarios and
for me to go get some donations.
morning,
I hypotheticals were suddenly created,
Instead, what he told me that morning, I
w a s n ’ t some were immediately dismissed, others
wasn’t expecting…
began to take hold and possible
expecting...
Dad is a very avid reader. Always has
outcomes, possible emotional responses,
been and will continue to be. Dad doesn’t fish, and possible courses of action that would need to
hunt, or golf. He doesn’t paint, sculpt or play be taken were hinging on the next thing he said.
music. He reads. He reads books on theology, In the very short pause that followed, I thought
scriptural commentary, psychology, philosophy, “Am I ready for what?” And, “Are we ever really
social justice, current culture, and much more. ready?”
And for the past 30 years he has shared many
As a defensive measure, I prepared myself that it
direct quotes and ideas from the books and
might have something to do with dad’s health.
articles that he has read through the monthly
But as far as he has told me, he’s received good
newsletter. He has shared his thoughts and
reports and is doing just fine. And then other
his struggles, both the victories and the
synapses fired regarding recent events in our own
defeats of the Village, testimonies,
family. Our eldest child, Preston, graduated this
experiences, and stories. And even before the
past year and just turned 18. A couple of months
Village came to be in 1989, he was the editor of
ago, at one of our Thursday night feedings at the
Solo magazine and had his own radio show on
8th St. Motel, a fellow advocate and loyal friend of
KCFO in Tulsa called “Absolutely” that was
the Village asked how I was feeling regarding
broadcast in various states from Texas to Maine.
having a son who was graduating and turning 18
He led “Overcomers” 12 step programs and a
soon. I thought to myself: “Was I ready?” “Had
weekly Single Adult Gathering called “Tuesday
I been the best father that I could be?” “Had I
Night’s Together.” He and mom were Sunday
taught and modeled well?”
School Teachers and CASA advocates.
And other synapses fired and brought back
For the last 3 years I have been editing his portion
memories and a conversation from long ago.
of the monthly newsletter. I would periodically do

Are You Ready? – Jonathan Engle
Adrienne and I were still newlyweds of a couple of
years, and she had to go to a medical conference in
Kansas City for certification purposes and we had
recently found out that she was pregnant with
Preston. We were staying with family that lived
there, and during a car ride to go pick up Adrienne
from the conference site, my brother asked me,
“Are you ready to be a father?” I replied honestly,
“No, I’m scared as hell.”
Without knowing the context of which Dad was
asking me this question, I replied, “I’m willing.” And
that was when he told me that he was no longer
going to be writing the
monthly newsletter and that
he wanted me to take over
the responsibility. Whoa!
Of all the possible
scenarios in all that
synapse firing, this wasn’t
one of them. Stepping
into his role that he has
so
faithfully
and
effectively done for the
last 30 years, yeah, I’m
apprehensive, anxious, not ready, and maybe
“scared as hell”, but I’m willing.
But in the end, Restoration Village isn’t about me,
or even David and Beverly. It’s about the women
and children that we are here to serve. It’s about
the situations, trauma, and life circumstances that
they have experienced and found themselves in.
Are they always ready to start climbing the narrow
path, to do the hard work, the life-long work
towards recovery, self-awareness, relationship
mending, and life rebuilding? Perhaps not, but the
fact that they are here at least means that they are
willing. And for the time that these dear ones are
here, we get the privilege to share with them that
they are worthy of love.

David and Beverly were taking some R&R
recently at Beaver Lake, and I went to go pick
up our 3 boys who had been staying with them
for a few nights. I walked through the house
and saw Mom and Dad sitting on the back porch
overlooking the lake. Dad had a book in his left
hand and a notepad with lots of handwritten
notes sitting in his lap. I greeted them and halfjokingly asked Dad if he was working on the
next newsletter. He didn’t even raise his head
to look up at me. He just replied, “Nope!
That’s your responsibility now.” Mom and I
laughed.
Dad’s not compl etely
disappearing though.
He’ll
still have something to share
from time to time, and he still
works a full week every
week. But thank you,
Dad, for the past 30 years
of sharing your wisdom,
your insight, and your
stories. And thank you to
our faithful readers for
being a part of the ministry of Restoration
Village and for sharing in the journey of so
many towards renewal and hope.
“But this is a people robbed and plundered; they are
all of them snared in holes and hidden in houses of
bondage. They have become a prey, with no one to
say, Restore them!” Isaiah 42:22

WE WILL.

Resident Spotlight
Maria
Maria has been living at Restoration Village for almost 3 years.
Maria was homeless, abused, and in desperate need for
medical care. As a teenager into her late 40’s, Maria worked
hard on chicken farms and factories. She was a hard worker
and enjoyed it, but her desire for freedom from her
abusive home caused her to leave it all behind. She was
assisted by other homeless and women's shelters but her
time had run out. That was when she found the Village.
On any given day, you can tell she is in the kitchen
cooking her homemade food just from the delicious
smell throughout the lodge. Maria uses all fresh produce
and plenty of spicy peppers.
A few years ago, we were blessed to have the House Church
come and build a fenced in garden in our yard. This year,
Maria has taken control of it, growing corn, green beans,
tomatoes, peppers, herbs, squash, avocados, cucumber, and
sunflowers.
Each day Maria is hard at work to weed, pick, and prune all
the amazing produce she is growing. Everyone's favorite snack
Maria prepares is her homemade salsa!
Along with Maria’s gardening, she is focusing on learning
English at NWACC, moving into her own home, and
getting custody of her daughter back!

Maria’s Famous Salsa:
Ingredients: tomatillo, onion, garlic, chilies'
arbol (dried), cilantro, lime, salt
Instructions:
1. Boil the tomatillos lightly
2. Cut the tomatillos and grind with garlic
3. Lightly sauté the chilies' arbol
4. Add all ingredients to a blender or
food processor
5. Enjoy!

Maria cleaning the fresh produce out of the garden.

Maria does not use recipes or measurements, she cooks by memory and taste.

