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I praise you because I am fearfully
and wonderfully made; your works
are wonderful, I know that full
well.
April 2014

-Psalms 139:14
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Miracles Sometimes Take Awhile
It is the first time I have met this baby and
despite the breathing tube in her mouth, the
feeding tube into her stomach, monitors
stuck on strategic areas on her back, I
couldn’t help but
think about how
beautiful
she
looks. I know from
experience how to
read
monitors
beeping beside her
bed. I observed her
blood pressure range
around 64/40 and
then sometimes it
would go into the
high 70’s and it
would cause a panic
in me, but it didn’t
seem to bother the
staff attending to her.
Her heart rate and respiratory rate seemed
to be normal. I had sympathy pangs when I
watched as sometimes her chest would heave
as if trying to catch her breath, or even to get
a breath, but I knew the machine would
regulate itself and she settled again to easy
breathing.
The baby in the incubator that Beverly and I
are visiting will be 24 weeks old the day after
our visit. She was born 3 weeks prior

weighing just one pound and five ounces. After
birth, her weight dropped to one pound and
one ounce. On the day that we visited, her
weight had increased to nearly two pounds.
The reason that we had
come this day is because
we received a phone call
notifying us that the
baby had developed
sepsis and Beverly and I
knew how serious and
life threatening that
was. We also wanted
to be there for the
mother who had no
family of her own.
Off I-430 in Little Rock,
in view of the State
Capitol Building, is a
sprawling complex of
buildings that are all dedicated to the lives of
children. Those buildings comprise what is
Arkansas Children’s Hospital. Arriving at the
hospital area, maneuvering around the various
parking lots looking for an open spot, and
marveling at the buildings, their names, and
purpose of each, gave me inspiration and hope
that such a complex that was dedicated to
aiding children was available in our state.
When we exited from our vehicle, we could
see that there was much activity going on.

Restore

Rebuild

David & Ann Glover first became connected with
the Village through the Perfect Harmony Barber
Shop choir that Ann sang with. Since then, they
have been dedicated volunteers. Their recent
project was renovating a room for our baby and
her mother as they hope to move here in
November. Thank you, David & Ann for your
continuous hard work and dedication to the
Village.!

Renew

Thank you to the Farrell Foundation for
donating the entire $7,000 to repair and bring
our windows up to code as well as your
continued support throughout the years. It
truly does take a village.

What: Come dressed as your favorite
character for dancing, games, and crafts with
your favorite princesses and superheroes!
Where/When: Bentonville Community
Center Feb. 2nd, 2019, 1pm-3pm
Some of our children during last week’s
Wonderful Words program. Thank you to our
volunteers from Bentonville High School that
consistently come out each week to play with
and encourage our children. Thank you for
being a strong influence in their lives!

Tickets are available at our website
www.restorationvillage.net under ‘events’
If you are interested in sponsoring this
event, or have questions, please e-mail
maddie@restorationvillage.net

Village News

Resident Spotlight
This is Stephanie. If you stop in at one of the area
McDonald’s, you may see this take charge girl. She
has been promoted to a manager! We are so
proud of her.
Stephanie first contacted us in March of 2017. She
moved into Restoration Village on August 31 of
that year. Stephanie really was on her own with
her two beautiful girls for the first time! This was a
huge step of faith for her. She came to us shaky
yet determined to make this work. Stephanie has
consistently remained faithful to our counseling
and advocacy programs. She has worked hard to
keep up with her chores around the house and has
grown in her understanding of how to be a single
mom. All this while working full time.

Why Restoration Village is Not Just a Bed
to Me

Stephanie’s heart is as big as her desire to succeed.
She is a favorite among the residents because she
makes time to get to know all her neighbors here.
She never fails to share a smile or a hug for
those in need.

When I got here, I was a broken woman and I
was scared. To be able to open up and let
people love me, and to open up to God while
learning to be the best mom I can be to my
children is the best thing ever.

It has not always been an easy thing. Stephanie’s
past left her with trauma to work through and
sometimes that has been a journey of tears that at
first she wasn’t totally convinced she could reopen
and walk into. Yet she has. Stephanie is
stronger than she thinks she is. She gives
God credit for the changes in her life; she
has seen Him work.
We come alongside her to celebrate this work
promotion! Great job Stephanie! We love you and
we know God has great things ahead for you and
your girls.
By Marcy

I just love Restoration Village and every loving,
caring person in it. To get to know God is the
best thing ever; to be able to wake up every
morning and say ‘thank you Lord’ for
waking me up and loving me today is
awesome. And to be able to open up the
parts in my life that I thought I could never do,
it is good that I can do all of that and to know
that people are there for me even if I fall.

By: Stephanie

Continued from Page 1
People were entering and exiting vehicles, security
guards were quite visible, maintenance crews were
cleaning and pruning the pristine facility grounds. The
only building that didn’t look like an office building was
the multi-storied Ronald McDonald House (for parents
who need a place to stay while their child is being cared
for) that was 2 blocks away from where we parked.

before she turned to go check on the next child, I asked
one final question. “I bet you have seen and
experienced a lot of miracles in these wards, haven’t
you?” She thoughtfully answered, “Yes, I have. And
sometimes I cry.”

Since we have arrived back at the Village, the images of the
movements of a 2 pound 24-week-old baby have flooded
We were directed to follow the hallway on the left and my mind and they became the impetus to write this
newsletter. The fact that it is legal to end the life
to walk towards the pink elevator to the third
The miracle of of a first or second trimester baby with a pill or
floor. There was a stretch of hallway that firstseeing this
through more invasive means when I had just
time visitors would have thought was a bird
living,
visited a hospital with 73 neonatal babies being
sanctuary as you could hear the gentleness of
breathing,
cared for caused me to mourn and ponder on how
song birds playing on muted speakers. There
sacred life is. The breathing struggles, the moving
were projections playing on the walls of hands little girl…
little fingers, observing the baby react to the touch
circling as if to say that children are welcome
of the nurse, voids any argument that one may
here. On the third floor we were signed in and given have that argues that the baby is just tissue. One of the
our visitor’s badges and we were ready to meet this reasons for the existence of Restoration Village is that
precious baby.
babies, children, and adults need a chance. And our
services are about justice for the children and mothers.
We were met by the mother and as we were escorted
to the neo-natal acute care room we passed many “We have got used to death, at least to the death of other
other rooms, each with a separate purpose. Each room creatures and other people. And to get used to death is the
had incubators, the sounds of the monitors were beginning of freezing into lifelessness oneself. So the
beeping, and medical personnel were attending to each essential thing is to affirm life – the life of other
of their patients. Neo-natal acute care was at the end creatures – the life of other people – our own lives.
of the unit. My first thoughts upon seeing the two If we do not there will be no rebirth and no
pound baby were, “I could pick her up and hold her in restoration of life that is threatened. Anyone who says
one hand, if they’d let me.” I stood there and marveled ‘yes’ to life says ‘no’ to war. Anyone who says ‘no’ to
at the life of this baby and all the equipment poverty, says ‘yes’ to life. So the people who truly affirm and
surrounding her that was saving her life. She is barely love this life take up the struggle against violence and
into her second trimester and the miracle of injustice. They refuse to get used to it. They refuse to
seeing this living, breathing baby was conform. They resist.” (Jurgen Moltmann, from The Spirit of
breathtaking to me. I just stared at her saying a brief Life)
prayer to myself for the baby, the nursing staff and the
mother of the child. Then I saw the fingers on her hand *As the miracle continues, we invite you to pray for the
wiggle. I thought of her if still in the womb tickling her mother and baby. Their progress and healing anticipates
mother from the inside out. She then heaved several that they can join us at the Village in late November and
times and I quickly averted my eyes to the monitors to begin their new life journey. Follow Adelaide’s progress on
watch the oxygen count show that she was back to Facebook: Della’s Dreamers.
100%.
A brief conversation took place with the attending
nurse: I asked her, “How long have you been a nurse
here in ICU?” She replied, “20 years.” I thanked her
for her dedication and asked how many babies were in
the wing at present. “Today’s census is 73,” she
replied. We made some more small talk for a bit and

