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Mercy is radical kindness.
Mercy is not deserved.
It is absolving the unabsolvable.
April 2014
- Anne Lamott
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Mercy Comes First!
“1st chance, 2nd chance, 3rd chance…

what about a 4th chance?” That’s how a
weekly report that Beverly sends out to the
Village’s Board of Directors began regarding
the activities and interactions of the past
week. She continued with news of a baby
“born to a mom who has been at
Restoration Village 3 other times over a 15
year period.
We
accepted her a week
before Annabelle was
born. Annabelle is the
8th child of this mom,
her 7 other children
she no longer has
custody of. She was
only out of prison for
1 week when we
accepted her back into
our program. A text we received the day
after Annabelle was born, ’I feel like a
WOMAN today. Hard to explain.’ I’m
not sure what all this mom was
experiencing, but what I do know is this is
probably the first child she has been able to
bring ‘home’ to a safe and loving
environment. Will she make it this time, I
don’t know! But what I do know is that
for today they both are experiencing
DIGNITY, HOPE and the opportunity

for a REBUILT LIFE.” This mother and
child will leave the Village soon to enter a
rehabilitation program. And upon successful
completion of the program, Restoration
Village will again accept them back to their
‘home’ here.
1st chance, 2nd chance, 3rd chance! In 2
weeks, another mom
will be joining us for
her third opportunity
for new life and hope
restored.
She is
pregnant with her 5th
child. She will also be
entering a rehab
program after a few
months, and upon
completion, she may
also return to the Village.”
In Mark chapter 2, Jesus is in Capernaum
teaching to a packed house. At one point the
roof above them began to crumble, a hole
opened, and a man was lowered down into
the house on a stretcher. By this time, stories
of the miracles that Jesus’ had already
performed had spread throughout the region.
I can imagine that the crowd which included
believers, non-believers, simple spectators,
and the teachers of the law, the Pharisees,
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Village Superstar

Sierra and her mentor, Nythia.
Thank you for being an amazing influence to sweet
Sierra. If you are interested in becoming a mentor
to either a child or woman, please contact
maddie@restorationvillage.net for more
information!

Thank you Dr. Jeff Wisener for doing over $6,000
worth of dental work for Darnisha! Not only has
Dr. Wisener been a blessing for our ladies but he
has been an asset in the success of AIM for Advocacy every year! Dr. Wisener is a founding AIM Board
Member while his wife, Becky serves on our AIM
Committee and our Afternoon of Fairytales
Committee! Thank you for your dedication to
Restoration Village!

Join us for the 5th annual Afternoon of Fairytales
on February 2nd, 2019 from 1-3pm at the Bentonville Community Center! Princesses, superheroes,
and characters will there to sing, dance, do crafts,
games, and much more! All proceeds go to our
advocacy program for our ladies.
The sponsorship form is available via our website,
www.restorationvillage.net

If you are interested in sponsoring this
event, or have questions, please e-mail
maddie@restorationvillage.net. Sponsorship forms are due November 30th 2018.

Interested in ‘adopting’ a resident or family for the
holidays? Stars of Hope allows you to choose a
resident or family and provide them with
a memorable Christmas. If you are interested
or want more information, email
maddie@restorationvillage.net

Village News

Resident Spotlight

Thank you Snake Mountain Farms for coming
out to the Village to bring therapy goats for our
children to play with. It was such an amazing and
memorable adventure! Snake Mountain Farm focuses on veterans and first responders suffering from
PTSD, we are so grateful for them!
Such an amazing night of celebration for Leah and
Annabelle! During the baby shower, the ladies and
staff prayed over Leah and Annabelle, for a safe,
healthy labor and life following Christ.

November 27th, 2018

“You formed every bone in her body when you
created her in the secret place, carefully, skillfully shaping Annabelle from nothing to something “

Are you interested in becoming a monthly or one
time contributor to Restoration Village? By supporting Restoration Village on #GivingTuesday, we
are hoping to raise $4,000 to be able to provide a
riding lawn mower to take care of our 70 acres!
Help us reach our goal! To donate, visit our website, www.restorationvillage.net and click ‘donate’.

Welcome to the world baby Annabelle! She was
born October 22nd at 7 lbs. 1 oz., 19 inches long,
and beautiful! We are so thankful for this healthy
baby and mother to be joining us!

Continued from Page 1
were expecting to hear Jesus say something along the
line of, “You are healed, stand up, pick up your mat,
and walk.” Instead, Jesus said, “Son, your sins are
forgiven.” Mind blowing. That’s all he said. No
miracle. No sudden jumping and shouting.
Jesus spoke a pronouncement of MERCY. The
healing came later.

extends to those who fear him, from generation to
generation.” (v46a, 50) From the womb, God’s mercies
were offered to us. The Hebrew word for womb is
rechem, which is made up of three root letters: resh, chet,
mem. Resh is a picture of a person, chet is a picture of a
fence and carries the concept of protection and of being
surrounded, and mem symbolizes something hidden and
surrounded by water. With the three root letters
As I contemplated on the mercy of Christ, another
together, we can visualize that the womb is a
story from John chapter 8 came to mind. It’s Mercy
place where a person is protected and hidden
the story of the woman caught in adultery and triumphs over away. The word rechem (womb) is also used for
the question was asked whether she should be
God’s mercy. Mercy can be pity, compassion,
judgement!
stoned according to the law of Moses. Jesus
brotherly love, tenderness, love, kind treatment,
replied, “Let any one of you who is without
and many other meanings of care.
And
sin be the first to throw a stone.” And then, one by suddenly, the implications of “you must be born
one, the crowd left until it was only Jesus and the again” make even more sense. Resurrection to a
woman remaining. Jesus stood up and asked the new life!
woman, “Where are they? Has no one condemned
you?” After she replied in the negative, he said, “Then Anne Lamott doesn’t shy away from the hard questions as
neither do I condemn you. Go now and leave your life she writes: “How - if we are to believe that there is
of sin.” Mercy came first.
meaning in our brief time on earth, that mercy is
the ground of our being, and love is sovereign – do
In her book, Hallelujah Anyway, Anne Lamott writes: we explain childhood cancer, earthquakes,
“We are all gigantically flawed, such screwups. addiction? Where is mercy in a beloved’s suicide?
Everyone is broken, clingy, and scared, even the In the Christian tradition, we say that Christ
people who seem to have it most together.” continues to be crucified, in tsunamis, sick children,
She reminds the reader that “Mercy is radical political prisoners, and that we must respond.”
kindness. Mercy means offering or being offered aid
in desperate straits. Mercy is not deserved. It involves “This is what I believe, so I show up and get water for
forgiving the debt, absolving the unabsolvable.”
people, real people, which is to say, annoying people.
Mother Teresa cradling strangers at dawn is very romantic,
LET MERCY SPEAK THE FIRST WORD. Years ago, I but in life, there’s also your thirsty bigoted father, your
learned that to understand the words of the Bible, it is lying sister, the whole human race, living and dying and
to the student’s advantage, to begin with the origin, or rising with Christ.” (Hallelujah Anyway)
etymology, of a word to comprehend its meaning.
One Hebrew word for mercy is rachamim. It is a Regarding the future of the ladies in the opening
plural noun and means mercies, as in, God’s mercy is paragraphs, we have no idea of the outcome. But at rock
so great, so strong, and so deep that it cannot be bottom is where we find the firm foundation on which to
contained in a single word. His mercy has no end. rebuild. Mercy should be offered first, even to ourselves.
Another word is chesed, which describes the mercy of
God toward humanity and is translated as As you head into this joyous holiday season, reflect
lovingkindness. In creation, God chose to use a plan with us on the baby in the womb and on the
for redemption involving the womb of a woman. The mercies of God.
first messianic prophecy of the Bible shows up in MERCY TRIUMPHS OVER
Genesis 3:14-15. Her offspring will crush the head of JUDGEMENT! (James 2:13)
the serpent. This prophecy was fulfilled in Luke ch. 1:
“And Mary said, my soul glorifies the Lord…His mercy

