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met the father of my kids. The cycle of
domestic abuse was already in my life with
As told to Marcy Stave
my mom and my dad. I guess in a way I kind
Marcy: I am here with Roxana who was at of thought it was okay. He just swept me off
my feet and I fell into the nice words and
Restoration Village with her children for
eight months. Roxana, can you tell us some the lies. I didn’t see the warning signs.
of your story before you came to
The controlling started to set in, but I
Restoration Village?
thought it was kind of normal in a way. I got
pregnant soon after
Roxana: Yes, I
that. Once the baby
was born in
was born was the first
Mexico. I moved
time he actually put his
to Los Angeles
hands on me, and it
when I was two. I
kind of escalated from
was raised there
that. It got worse and
until I was about
worse as time went
13. Then we
on. Whenever I found
moved to NWA
out I was pregnant
where we started
with our second child,
a new chapter of
he denied her, for no
our lives. It was a
reason,
and
so
the
abuse
continued both
culture shock. The schools were very
verbally
and
emotionally.
It
got worse and
different. I was already really bad at math
the drinking continued. There was no
and everything just kind of tumbled down
more me. There was no more me! I
on me. A downward spiral began. I
think towards the end I kept telling him,
experimented with drugs. I got into some
trouble. I was 21 when I was incarcerated, “You need to choose between your drinking
and when I got out I was 24, and I just had or us.” The last time he got really drunk he
pushed me against the washer and he
to start all over.
started hitting me on my head. I remember
After I got out, I worked hard to try to pay looking over and seeing my son standing
off a really big attorney bill. That is when I there watching us. I remembered when I
was a little girl and I would see the same
By Roxana

Village News
Another big thank you to the mothers and sons of the
Young Men’s Service League. They helped us convert
our Daycare Cottage into another transitional house
on the property. Thanks go out to Wanda and Daniel
Meinhardt and Leslie and Cooper Mackey. We
appreciate your continued commitment. (This picture
was taken before the work was completed)

Thank you Handyman David Glover for all the odd-jobs
Since first arriving at this property 29 years
that you have assisted us with over the past month. He
ago, it has been a dream of ours to be able to turn
built a custom door and repaired ceilings and walls.
the road down to the valley into a more passable
road, in order for our residents to have access to the
property, pool and now the horses. That dream has
become a reality with the help of Living Word
Lutheran Church and their team of dedicated
volunteers.

Thank you for
your response
thus far!

The project would have cost in excess of $80,000 had
it not been for the great assistance of that
team. However, the Village will still have an
investment of $40,000. This $40,000 will be
coming from our operating expenses of which we use
for our daily needs for resident care. If you would
like to give an over and above gift to help us
defray these costs – please make your donation
and earmark for ROADS.
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Continued from Page 1
with my mom and my dad. I think that was a turning
point where I decided that I needed to do
something for my son.

always somebody there for me to talk to. That has been
one of the hardest things because I tend to close myself
off and so I don’t trust easily.

The next morning he woke up and, of course, he
never remembered anything that happened the night
before. He acted like everything was okay, you
know, everything was normal. And nothing had gone
on the night before.

Marcy: Restoration Village programming includes
advocacy, counseling, and the support group. Of those,
is there a highlight?

Finally, we heard from Miss Beverly that they had a
tiny room open up.

Marcy: What are some of the fun things that have
happened since you left Restoration Village and what
word of advice would you give to someone needing this
kind of help?

Roxana: I really enjoyed the videos that Miss Beverly
played for support group. I remember just listening and
That’s when I left him. He was at work and I
thinking, “Oh my gosh, you know, if I would’ve just
grabbed my kids and ran. We took a trash bag of
known a lot of this. I would’ve become more of a
clothes and we were out the door. I stayed at the
Christian.” But my direction went another way. I
women’s shelter for about a month and a
never had a chance to see that there was
half, which is the longest you can stay there. “I never had a
a different way. That is where my relationship
Soon after leaving there I was out on the
chance to see
(with the Lord) grew more.
streets. My ex-husband and I had previously
that there was a
had an apartment, but the lease was nearly
different way”
up. He had already moved out and it was
Marcy: Roxana, during your time at the Village
completely vacant. There was nothing in
you were able to find a job. You bought your
there, but I would still go at night and see if my key
first
car….
would work. God was always there with me. He
was watching over me. My kids and I would just lie
Roxana: Yes, and so much more than that! I didn’t have
on the floor on a pallet I would make. Finally they
a driver’s license. It was expired, and I couldn’t get my
ended up changing the locks. So we lived in my
driver’s license because I had to pay back taxes. I
truck. Or we stayed at a friend’s house until the
couldn’t pass my vision test to get my license. I was able
landlord told me I had to go. All the doors closed to get help with getting some glasses. I was able to pay
around me. It was getting colder out. With help
my back taxes and get my drivers license. The vehicle I
from a community advocate and Sister Lisa we had a was driving got repossessed, but I was able to save up
week at a motel paid for. After that I had nowhere
enough money to buy my first vehicle. I was able to pay
to go.
off the debt that I owed!

I was so thankful. As soon as I stepped on the
grounds of Restoration Village, it just felt right. It
felt like a welcoming, you know. Everyone
was great. You know, there were a lot of
smiles and just open arms. Everything was
just there at my disposal! We could just take
advantage of all the opportunities. All I had to
do is just put in the effort.
Marcy: What were some of the highlights or
challenges of being a resident at Restoration Village?
Roxana: Oh, highlights, I would have to say the
support, the non-judging, never altering, love and
support. Everyone was always so open to be a
listening ear. At the time, I was going through
anxiety and depression. I couldn’t sleep. There was

Roxana: Well, It doesn’t feel like I have left
Restoration Village yet. It’s still with me today. I
feel it will continue. I have a great love for all the ladies
there. It also always feels like home when I come back
to visit. I definitely encourage anyone that needs
the support, like a light, you know, to show you
the way. If you work the program, it really does help
and everything that’s there is there for a reason. It is
just for us to take advantage of it. I’m so appreciative
and thankful, eternally grateful.

