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Love…...bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.

April 2014

I Corinthians 5:7
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Embrace First, Cleansing Comes Second
The word “bears”, stego in the Greek
language, means a roof or a thatch, and is
used to reference that love protects and
preserves, that it provides a covering over
all things. A roof over our homes protects
us from the weather elements, offers
shelter and in this verse, implies that love
may be vulnerable to adverse situations,
but it must be willing to offer shelter and
covering to others.
In all these years at Restoration Village we
have learned from so many, their first
question, often unspoken is, “Can you love
me?” We have chosen the better
response of “…neither do we condemn
you, go and sin no more” (John 8:11).
Embrace first, cleansing second.
“Stego,” …is saying to those whom we
serve, “come on in and be safe.”
Last month we shared with you in the
newsletter the beginnings of a story about
Jesseka, first her mother’s reflections, and
then part one of Jesseka’s journey to
Restoration Village. Part one ended with

Jesseka’s new born daughter being rushed
into neo-natal intensive care…..
“We spent 6 days in the hospital, but she is
a fighter and has been since she was in the
womb. Now the kids and I didn’t have
anywhere to go. Where we had been staying
we couldn’t stay there any longer and when
I left the hospital I didn’t know where I
would be taking my children and
newborn baby. Someone told me
about this place called Restoration
Village. I called them and told them
my story, what the kids and I had been
through and that we desperately
needed a good healthy environment.
They called me back the same day and
got me in. They told me that the kids
and I could come when the baby was
ready to leave the hospital.
This place was a blessing, although I wasn’t
ready for the work I needed to do on me.
Just three short months after being here
the first time, I left to be with my youngest
daughter’s dad. We got an apartment, he
was working, and I thought things were
great. But not long after the drinking and
drug use started and two months after we
moved in with him, he abused me for the
first time. We got to where we would
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Annual Afternoon of Fairytales

Monthly Giving

Save-the-Date for the 4th Annual Afternoon of
Fairytales on Saturday, February 3, 2018
from 1 – 3 p.m. at Avondale Chapel and Garden!
We invite the young and the young at heart to enjoy an
afternoon filled with music, fairytale themed crafts, food,
and guests from a faraway land!
Join us in strengthening women
and children so they may enjoy
their own fairytale happy ending.

Did you know that it is easier than ever to become a
supporter of Restoration Village? Kick-off 2018 by
becoming a monthly supporter! Your recurring gift
supports our work with women like Jesseka and her
four children. Since they arrived they have received
weekly advocacy services connecting the family with vital
We would like to thank the folresources in our community; they have participated in
lowing event sponsors, Celebrate
equine therapy, and her children have had an
Arkansas, Bank of America, Living
opportunity to participate in our Wonderful Words
Word Lutheran Church and,
program. Together we can provide Jesseka and others
Johnson & Johnson.
like her with the support, tools, and confidence that she
Tickets: Children $12 and Adults $5. Buy three children’s needs to continue on her journey towards healthy and
safe independent living.
tickets and receive the fourth one free. Tickets are
available on our website at www.restorationvillage.net.
Please consider becoming a monthly supporter, you can
set up a recurring gift online, via our website,
www.restorationvillage.net.

Stars of Hope Holiday Program

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who participated in our Stars of Hope holiday
program. Because of your generosity, women and children at the Village were able to enjoy an amazing holiday
filled with all the joy the season offers!
We would like to thank the following individuals and groups for your support!
Sandy Gibson, Katherine Harrison (ESA), FBC Bentonville, Katy Farrell, Perfect Harmony, First
Baptist Pea Ridge, Bella Vista Church of Christ, Living Word Lutheran Church, Lennie B. Mackie
Chestnut, Village Bible Church, Adam Marris and Spring Valley Anglers Rod and Gun Club, the
Army Corps of Engineers, The Burns Family, The Brockman Family, First Presbyterian Church
Rogers, The Boone Family, The Baker Family, The Smith Family, The Pianalto Family, The Lewellen Family, The Hix Family, Maddie Mizelle, The Starch Family, Jeff Hairston and The Faith
Riders, The Forcucci Family, The Reece Family, and Whitney Haak,
We are grateful for your support and hope you enjoy
some of the photos from this year’s holiday season!
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drink, fight, make up, and do it all over again. In this seeing my kids finally. I stayed at the shelter for 30 days
time, I got very depressed with four kids and one of and then went to stay at a local motel. My DHS
them a new baby. Between the drinking and abuse, I caseworker didn’t think it was safe there, so I had to get
couldn’t handle it and tried to end my life two times. out and once again this amazing place I knew of helped
Each time landed me in a mental hospital where I
me out.
was finally diagnosed a type 1 bipolar. I have been
diagnosed with borderline personality disorder and In June of this year, Restoration Village opened
their doors and arms to me and my family once
schizoaffective disorder. All of this leads up to the
big event as I like to call it. My boyfriend at the time again. I have been staying at Restoration Village
had just gotten out of jail for beating me up again. I 7 months now and my life has changed. One
thing I did find in my time in jail is God. God has
had finally come to the realization we needed help
and was planning on going to rehab that week when things planned out; he knows what is coming, he
he suggested that we drink one last time before I go knows what we need. I think God put me in jail to
to rehab. This is the night that changed my life help get me clean, to sit me down, and make me realize
the life I was living wasn’t right. God has led me to all
forever. The result of our drinking was another
these places the last year and led me back to
violent, physical fight. And after the police
Restoration Village because he knows this is
arrived and checked us out, we were both “One thing I
where I need to be. While living at Restoration
taken to jail. This was my first time in jail. I
Village, I have regained full custody of all four of
did
find
in
my
was charged with felony assault, domestic
my children. I got my kids back on October
battery and spent 121 days in jail. Four
time in jail is
10th. I was also blessed to be given a vehicle
months of my life. My children were also
from one of the Village’s community partners
taken into custody that night. They spent 1 God.”
that was big enough for me and my children to
month in the children’s shelter before my
get around. I received my one-year sobriety
parents could get them. They had to go
chip
at
Celebrate
Recovery and the staff and other ladies
through all the classes and work to become foster
at
the
Village
celebrated
with me and said they are proud
parents to keep them. During this time, I was only
allowed to write my kids and it had to be approved of my accomplishments. The staff and women at
Restoration Village are family to me. They are there to
through the DHS caseworker for them to see it.
pick us up when we fall and there to celebrate with us
For four months I was not allowed to be a mother
when we accomplish things. I don’t know where I would
or even talk to my kids on the phone or see them
during visitation. They were present when the fight be if it wasn’t for Restoration Village. I have come so far
and they were right there when I needed. I want to
happened so the judge put restrictions on me.
thank God for Restoration Village and my family for
In January of this year I pled out on my charges and being there along this journey.”
was put on felony probation for five years. The
felony judge also put a no contact order on me with
the kids, so I couldn’t see them or speak to them or
even write them letters until I proved to the judge
that I was safe and was going to stay on the right
track. When I left jail I had nowhere to go
again. My parents had my kids, so I couldn’t live
there. I stayed at a shelter for ten days and then
from there I went straight to rehab. I worked
through that program and went to Sober Living in
Fort Smith to stay on the right track until I got
permission from the judge to start seeing my kids.
On April 28th I found out the felony judge modified
the no contact order down to any violence order
and I could see my kids. I left Fort smith that day
and went back to the homeless shelter and started

