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Something Bigger than Ourselves
The morning fog in the valley coupled
with the 33 degree temperature left a
surreal covering of white on the ground.
It had been hidden from my long-range
view as I drove down to the horse
corral to feed the mares and was as if I
had stepped through the hidden closet
door into Narnia. Their greeting was
more poetic as they exhaled from their
mouth and nose creating puffs of vapor
that resembled a cloud within a cloud. I
wished I had brought a camera to
capture a composition of creation,
nature and the majesty of the
horses.
Marcy, Restoration Village’s advocate,
serves our residents with counsel,
encouragement, and discipline while
mentoring them in goals in proportion
to their specific needs to become more
self-sufficient and supportive outside of
the Village. It is a rewarding role to
observe and walk along side residents as
they progress. It is perplexing that
some choose to not change or undo
their behaviors or attitudes and leave
the program. But, she continues to offer
optimism, purpose and energy to each
resident who enters the Village. Several
weeks ago, Marcy took some of the
children on a nature hike and captured
on film some of their antics and fun as
they hiked around the trails and roads
enjoying the fall weather. Brief
moments of priceless memories for
us all.

Last month Beverly and I traveled to
Branson for a mini vacation. On becoming
very ill, she was admitted to the hospital
for what we thought was the flu. At 1:30
a.m. the next morning my phone rang and I
was told, “Please come back.” I rushed to
her room to observe 5 hospital staff
frantically working to hook up equipment,
inserting IV’s and staying focused on her
life. In those moments, as I observed their
endeavors, memories controlled all my
emotions and thoughts. All our years
together condensed into moments of
slow-moving clock watching and silent
prayer. Nothing else mattered, but her.
She had a serious infection and it took us a
week before we returned home, but the
memories will linger forever.
It was those days at the hospital, depending
upon professionals to care for her; then
coming home and seeing the pictures that
Marcy captured of the children having fun
in the beauty of the Village; and just
reflecting in the fog at the beauty of the
world that I realized how the Village can/
does offer a sense of hope and love and
that we all belong to something bigger
than ourselves.

Children laughing and playing despite living
in a shelter depending upon others to
supply their place to live and food to eat.
A wife nearly dying and a helpless husband
depending upon others to sustain her
health and recovery. Two powerful horses
and yet they need the attention of their
master to clean their hooves, give them

Village News
Afternoon of Fairytales
Restoration Village invites children and children at
heart to join us for an Afternoon of Fairytales on
Saturday, January 28, 2016, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at
Avondale Chapel and Gardens in Bentonville. The
program will feature an interactive storytelling
experience presented by Trike Theater, music,
fairytale themed crafts and food. Come dressed as
your favorite prince, princess or fairytale character.
Tickets: Children $12 and Adults $5. Buy three
children’s tickets and receive the fourth one free.
Tickets are available on our website at
www.restorationvillage.net.
For more information about becoming an event
sponsor, please contact Cynthia Cochran, Director
of Development, cie@restorationvillage.net

Volunteer Spotlight
Volunteers are an essential part of our story here at
the Village. We are thankful to those organizations
who have supported us this year!
If you would like to volunteer at Restoration Village
contact, Cynthia Cochran at
cie@restorationvillage.net

We are grateful to the members of Key Point
Church (pictured left) and the Tyson Women’s
Business Development group who participated in
Painting with a Purpose for their support this month.

Put on Your Hard Hats
Growing old is never easy and that is especially
true for buildings. The Village has faced some
growing pains and made extensive repairs
recently. A flash flood created significant water
damage in the John Farrell Hope Building and
required mold remediation and repair.

We were pleased to begin a much needed parking
expansion earlier in the summer which greatly
increased our available parking. The installation
phase of a retaining wall was completed this
month.

The driveway in front of the lodge has been well
worn over the years as we have welcomed
women and children in need, volunteers, and
friends of the Village. Over the years cracks
have developed and foundation repair was
needed at the corner of the lodge by the
kitchen. The repairs required that a portion of
the driveway be dug up and replaced.
2016 maintenance projects totaled $32,000
2017 prevent further rain run off—estimate $93,000.00

Merry Christmas

Giving to the Village

Fo

We want to make you, our supporters, aware of some
of our needs for 2017. Besides our increased
programming needs for advocacy and the equine
program providing services to our women and
children, we will have additional maintenance needs as
a result of the flood waters. It will be very costly but
will protect our Hope Building from incurring future
damage. We are most grateful for your support,
encouragement and prayers for the ministry this past
year. Please be prayerful regarding any additional
support for these needs and programs in the coming
year.

Merry Christmas from all of us at Restoration
Village to you and your family. Thank you for
walking with us on this journey to heal the broken
by restoring dignity, renewing hope, and rebuilding
the lives of the women and children we serve.
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shots and feed them healthy substance. We are all
helpless!

already righteous. It is here that we seek
not our own glory, but learn of the glory
of the cross.

During the time Beverly was in the hospital, one of
the most observable (on the monitors) positive
On a piece of notebook paper, I scribbled a
markers was when one of our children would come
note taken from a Nook book I was reading
to visit. Her heart rate and blood pressure would
while in the hospital with Beverly, it reads: “We
go up, a healthy up, and her demeanor would rise
are a community of the cross, the community
with same. Amid being in the hospital, with the
that ‘suffers with,’ the community that willingly
constant monitoring and visitation by hospital
bears the stigma of the passion in service to
personnel, a singing Chaplin that caused us to laugh:
others.” The author continues, “…the basic
“maybe Elvis was alive and hiding in Branson” with
distinction between religion and [Christian]
his long hair, and “Love Me Tender” song, the
faith is the propensity of religion to avoid,
recovery progressed each day. During that time, I
precisely, suffering; to have light without
read some research that says, “Children who have
darkness, vision without trust and risk, hope
the most self–confidence have … a strong
without an ongoing dialogue with despair – in
intergenerational self. They know they belong to
short, Easter without Good Friday.” (Douglas
something bigger than themselves.” The article says
John Hall, “The Crucifixion”) And while they
that children who know their families struggles, tend
were there, the time came for her baby to
to have an easier time with their own struggles and
be born. She gave birth to her first child, a
are more resilient. Maybe that is one of the
son. She wrapped him snugly in strips
strengths of Restoration Village—we tell our
of cloth and laid him in a feeding
We tell our
stories and we share the common needs.
stories and we trough, because there was no room for
Some succeed, some go back to their
them in the inn. The Christmas story is
share the
previous circumstances, some make life
still valid today; unrecognized, no room
common needs. to stay in, humble birth circumstances.
changing decisions and some just exist and
then leave us unannounced. But all are
Not much has changed as
welcomed when they come here and while they are
commercialization obscures the world changing
here, they are shown love and acceptance no matter
birth event in a barn 2000 years ago. Robert
what the circumstance of their leaving us.
Farrar Capon has written: “salt of the earth …
And the sad fact is that the church, both now
Tonight, as I sit at the dinner table I look out at:
and too far in its history, has found it easier to
mothers and children from South America, Central
act as if it were selling sugar of moral and
America, India, Africa, a Southeastern State, and the
spiritual achievement rather than the salt of
rest of us from Arkansas. They come from
Jesus’ passion and death. Jesus’ program
backgrounds involving domestic violence, drugs and
remains firm. He saves losers and only losers.
addictions, homelessness, abandonment, and other
He raises dead and only the dead. And he
life issues, but as we sit, laugh and talk around the
rejoices more over the last, the least and the
dining hall, it causes me to rejoice in the family that
little over all the winners in the world.” That is
we have become together because of our neediness.
the significance of the manger birth.
There is hope for us all as we accept the presence
of each other in our own struggles and tribulations.
We attempt to be a family here with all
We all are a testament of a complex mixture of
our flaws, hang-ups and personality
sinner and saint, wastrels and outcasts,
quirks. Tonight, we laugh and enjoy the
obscure and undistinguished and yet, with all
warmth of the Village because of grace
our flaws and gifts, God through grace is using us in
and forgiveness in the hope and the light
unexpected ways. There is no “red” state or “blue”
of the world …… JESUS!!
state here; no racial conflict here; no protests here;
no rich vs. poor here; it’s here that Jesus has come
to those who need a physician, not those who are

