SEPTEMBER 2014
There are only two miracles that
are recorded in all four gospels:
feeding the 5,000 and the
resurrection, they must be
important!
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The First Fast Food Diner for Box Lunches

T

here are 67 women and 75 children
currently on the Village waiting list who
have no long-term place for residency.
Today, in the wealthiest nation, USA, one in
every six American’s live in poverty which is
classified as less than $11,670.00 per year.
Those who live in poverty often experience
a tumultuous environment, stark inequality,
and a lack of a healthy diet that affects their
physical health. Adverse childhood
experiences changes the architecture of key
brain structures and can ravage the immune
system to manifest as psychological and
mental issues for their lifetime.
On any given night, the Department of
Housing and Urban Development concludes,
there are an estimated 600,000 homeless
Americans living on the streets. Studies
have put the cost to the taxpayer at an
estimated $30,000.00 per homeless person,
per year for medical, police, social services
and transportation among other services.
Studies in Toronto, Canada (St. Michael’s
Hospital) concluded that over one-half of
homeless men had suffered from traumatic
brain injury in their lifetime prior to
becoming homeless. New York State
discovered in their research that 93% of
homeless mothers experienced physical or
sexual abuse in their lifetime. Childhood
trauma is a contributing factor in
homelessness. Our years here at

Restoration Village have confirmed that
childhood trauma is a contributing factor to
those who need our services.
And Jesus, when he came out, saw many people,
and was moved with compassion toward them,
because they were as sheep not having a
shepherd: and he began to teach them many
things (Mark 6:34). Compassion: an internal
yearning of sympathy and concern for people
with great needs. Sheep not having a
shepherd: a lack of direction more than a lack
of care, they just did not know the way.
Teach: 3 of the gospels have “healed”; I think
Mark wanted the readers to know that Jesus
was imparting knowledge also. Knowledge is
truth learned, wisdom is truth experienced and
teaching and healing offer the opportunity for
both to begin.
And when the day was now far spent, his disciples
came unto him, and said, This is a desert place,
and now the time is far passed: Send them
away, that they might go into the country round
about, and the villages, and buy themselves some
bread; for they have nothing to eat. He answered
and said unto them, you give them something
to eat (Mark 6:36,37a).
I do not believe the disciples were selfish, being
unkind or were even unloving. They cared
enough to consider that 5,000 men, their
children and wives totaled over 20,000 who
were hungry, the sun was setting, and they

Village News
FOR SEVERAL YEARS I HAVE HAD THE
HONOR AND PRIVILEGE TO PREPARE a
shrimp boil luncheon for the law enforcement
officers, social workers, prosecutors office and
Children’s Advocacy Staff that are involved in the
Multi-Disciplinary Team that meets monthly in
regards to open child abuse cases. I don’t get to
eat with them (confidentially issues), but before
and after their meeting I have a chance to thank
them, but feeding them once a year is a true
pleasure. Gratitude to these guardians of
children is the least Restoration Village can do.

This year some of the little children from the staff
day care center came over to play in the memory
garden area and watch us cook up the large pots
of the delicious shrimp boil lunch.

EVERY YEAR WE SUGGEST SOME BOOKS
THAT SHOULD BE READ OR ON YOUR list to
buy or check out at the local library. So far this
year the best book I have read is One Thousand
Gifts written by Ann Voskamp. Her writing is
illustrative and almost poetic and her reminders
to live in an attitude of gratitude are a needed
orthodoxy in today’s world. I marked the book
up, so much so I bought my wife her own copy
and will let her mark up her own. It was my
choice for beach reading this summer.
I dug out two old books to reread this summer
that are challenging, thought provoking and
insightful as to the true principalities and powers
that control this planet called earth. Just might
not be what you think it is unless you are familiar
with the writings of William Stringfellow. An Ethic
for Christians and Other Aliens in a Strange Land is
the first required reading and Conscious and
Obedience is the follow-up book. Stringfellow
asks the question of “How can we act humanly in
the midst of the fall?” The ending says “The
church of Christ is called as the advocate of every
victim of the rulers of the age….” “Our moral
apathy and oblivion is produced by our American
public that is enslaved by idolatry to the
principalities and power.”

WE ARE GETTING CLOSE TO
REOPENING THE LIBRARY/CHAPEL: It has
been a long period of time, but we are in the
final stages of the renovation of the ice storm
damaged building. All carpets, flooring, new
walls and painting are finished. In September
we will begin rearranging the furniture, refill
the book shelves and begin the process to
purchase furniture as needed.

SCHOOL HAS ALREADY STARTED HERE IN
ARKANSAS AND THE VILLAGE HAS A LOT
OF CHILDREN THIS FALL THAT CATCH
THAT EARLY MORNING BUS. Thank you to
the: Farrell’s; Sisters in Christ, Southside Church
of Christ; First Baptist Church, Pea Ridge Sunday
School Class; and Little Flock Primitive Baptist
Church for your kindness with back packs full of
supplies and/or gift cards so that the mothers
could shop and purchase new clothing for these
wonderful children we serve.
Addison, our grandson, seen caulking the eastern
side of the chapel area as we prepare to begin
the inside clean up.
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WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED WITH SOME MAJOR
FOOD GIFTS and these foods keep the budget in
line. Thank you for thinking of us: First
Presbyterian Church, Rogers; St. Vincent’s
Catholic Church food pantry; NEBCO
(Northeast Benton County Fire Department);
Cobblestone Project (direct from their farm); and
the Clements family of Little Flock.

Like Restoration Village on Facebook

Continued from Page 1
needed some refreshments. I had just finished this
paragraph when I was told that a mother with two
small children would be here today and we needed a
new bed and two dressers and I said, “We have
exceeded our budget for the month and ….” I went
to the stores and in the afternoon there was all of
the furniture needed to welcome this family. It is a
relevant question for us for what do we imply by the
words, “Send them away?” Go away “little children
on the border”; “go away divorced people”; “go
away you homeless people”; ”go away pro –
choicer” and believe me, I have observed how some
churches have treated our residents as if they were
the plague. But Jesus said to them: “How many
loaves, have ye? Go and see.” Jesus said in effect, “you
feed them.”

The F-35 fighter jet is seven years behind schedule
and so far has cost over $400 billion dollars. That
amount of money would have bought a half million
dollar home for every homeless person in America.
That amount of money would have funded the
school lunch program for 24 years. Restoration
Village can keep a mother and her children off the
streets and on a journey to beginning again for about
$10,000.00 per year. Two fishes and five loaves in
His hands can do a lot for those in need.
“ …a place belonging to a city called Bethsaida. And the
people, when they knew it, followed him; and he received
them, and spoke unto them of the kingdom of God and
healed them that had need of healing (Luke 9:10c,11).
Bethsaida, the location for this miracle, teaching to
all of us, seems to illustrate God’s sense of humor
(which would make for a good newsletter or
sermon topic) for Beth means house, sayid means
box lunch. This miraculous miracle took place near
the “House of the Box Lunch” it just could be the
beginnings of the fast food industry?

Lessons we are invited to learn from this event
(written in 4 gospels and mentioned 2 other times
in other places) is that we are reminded to be
compassionate; second, don’t ask whether they are
Gentile or Jewish or any other nationality;
Loaves and fishes do not belong to a
gay or straight; married or cohabitating; a
person. Give the food we have to the
believer or an atheist or agnostic; a little
“Together we can use hungry. Money in the bank would help the
child or an older adult; rich or poor;
our meager gifts and turn poor. The unused clothes in the closet
Democrat, Republican, Black Panther or
desolate fields into mas- would cover the naked. Wealth is for
Tea Party – just take care of them; and
sive festive occasions to sharing not stockpiling. Together we can
thirdly, bring what you have and He
use our meager gifts and turn desolate
those in need.”
provides. All three admonitions and
fields into massive festive occasions to
lessons are an active part of the ministry
those in need.
of Restoration Village.
There are two reminders of this particular miracle
Serve the need first and everything else later!
(Matthew 16:9 & Mark 8:19) that ask us all: “Do you
Ontario, Canada started a program in 2010 of
not understand, or remember the five loaves of the five
providing prompt, permanent shelter coupled with
thousand and how many baskets you took up? So He
mental health and addiction services and
said to them ‘How is it you do not understand?’”
recreational services coupled with a tracking system
of those that entered the program. Within 3 years,
Questions of our faith in that we too often leave the
66% did not become homeless again. Orlando,
compassion to others to perform and keep our
Florida was spending $31,065.00 per year of tax
“box lunch” to ourselves.
dollars for transportation, jail and emergency
services for each chronically homeless person. To
And the Lord said to me “Read your newsletters
place those same people in permanent housing
and then go and do likewise.”
coupled with a social worker has lowered the cost
to $10,051.00 per year and will save central Florida
over $350 million dollars over the next decade.
Oklahoma, Colorado, and New Mexico are
investigating and anticipating more single dwelling
homes for the homeless realizing how much money
they could save counties and municipalities by “you
feed them.”

