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And Jesus called a little child unto him and said,
…therefore shall humble himself as this little child
the same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
- Matthew 18:2-4
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The Adult at Play
Watching the adults and children ride
solo for the first time down at the horse
corral, brought a sense of joy to my
soul. Their laughter, the smiles on
their faces, the bouncing of their bodies
to the rhythms of the horse’s prancing, I
smiled for them. Their spontaneous
laughter created a moment of
transcendence beyond the
circumstances and their past history
that brought them to the Village.
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I thought about a passage that I
highlighted years ago in The Message: …
And then staked out Earth’s
foundations, I was right there with
Him … with my joyful applause,
always enjoying His company,
delighted with the world of things
and creatures, happily celebrating
the human family (Proverbs 8:30-

31, The Message).

Beverly and I took an eight day vacation in
August as a celebration of the end of
summer, to celebrate another wedding
anniversary and to relax before the fall and
winter months begin to descend upon us
and the Village. We had no itinerary but
just that of allowing the adventure of
spontaneity and curiosity to become our
modus operandi of enjoyment and playful
travel. A fun lunch at the “Get Your Kicks
on Route 66 Diner” in Tucumcari, New
Mexico, “Cold Mountain” at the Santa Fe
Opera, independent book stores, early
morning visits to art galleries listening to
the curators stories of the artists, trips to
other towns in pursuit of those special
“Diners, Drive Ins and Dives” and just
enjoying the morning on the patio of the
hotel . . . beautiful relaxing and fun times.
Not such a fun time, but definitely worth
the time spent, we went to a local theatre
to view a documentary, The Salt of the
Earth (2014). The documentary so
impresses upon the viewer the sights of
starvation, disease, and separation but ends
with hope restored. I could not
rationalize away the microcosm of
the global images in the documentary
as it depicted despair turning to
hope, hurt turned to healing and the

Village News
Kids in the Kitchen

Village Needs

AS WE GO TO PRESS WE HAVE COMPLETED THE
SECOND WEEK OF A SIX WEEK COURSE OF Kids in
the Kitchen led by Kathy Love with the University of
Arkansas, Extension Group teaching our Village children
about good foods, identifying the main food sources,
making good snacks and foods for themselves, and
healthy lifestyles with food. Each Monday she comes to
our children and they are having a fun time while they
learn and make their own foods. Thus far the children
have made different snacks with peanut butter and the
last session was on the different ingredients and putting
together “trail mix.”

Our most current needs as we approach the
fall season are: Soups (chicken noodle, vegetable,
vegetable beef, cream of mushroom, cream of
chicken), tuna, canned fruit, Rotel, cereal, breakfast
bars, juice drinks; new twin-size and full-size sheets
and twin-size blankets; shower curtain liners, bath
size; bath and hand towels; and body wash. Bikes: 5year-old boy bike with training wheels; 7-year-old
girl bike; and 11-year-old boy bike (similar size to 7year-old girl)
SOME STATISTICS ABOUT RESTORATION
VILLAGE FROM THE LAST YEAR:








27,375 meals eaten
13,832 miles (average 266 per week)
680 hours of transportation
347 hours of mental health services
261 advocacy meetings
300 hotline calls
300 volunteer hours

Thank You
A Gracious thank you for helping fill up the pantry
to: First Christian Church, Rogers; First Presbyterian
Church, Rogers; Bentonville Church of Christ,
books, cleaning supplies and laundry goods; Mike
Jeppsen, Meats and Cheese, NW Arkansas; Ozark
Mountain Poultry, Rogers; Knight family, Texas) for
laundry and dish washing detergent; and others that
aided us to continue to offer quantity and quality of
meals and snacks to our women and children.

Thanks for Your Response
On behalf of the women and children we serve, thank
you for your financial show of giving in September. Our
gap from the summer months is still reality. We do
appreciate you for standing along beside Restoration
Village.

Volunteers
Meet Kole Woodell our volunteer focusing on
mentoring our boys. We are thankful to have
Kole as a role model investing in the lives of these
young men. He is restoring hope for the next
generation.

Fall Festival

Meet Rosie Seif, our newest volunteer. She has
been so helpful to provide transportation and
childcare for residents. Rosie also speaks Spanish
and is a perfect complement to our program as a
new Spanish-speaking resident moved in the same
week she began. We are thankful for her
investment into the lives of our women and
children.

The fall festival this year at the Village will be on
October 31. This is the 27th year of entertaining our
current residents and former residents with games,
foods, and fun to welcome the season and dress up in
non-scary costumes. We have had festivals with snow
falling (we did the bobbing for apples in the dining hall),
storms outside, and times when perspiration from the
heat presided and shorts and t-shirts were the main
costume. We do need costumes for ages 1 to 13.

Contributions
How to Donate:
Online: http://restorationvillage.net/donate/
Mail: 2215 Little Flock Drive, Little Flock, AR 72756
Shop: By using our smile link anytime you shop on
Amazon, 5% of your purchases will be contributed
directly to Restoration Village.
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Continued from Page 1
ministry of a place we call home - Restoration
Village. The film embodies the process of healing
with three distinct categories: dislocation,
transcendence, and grace.

indication of when humans are most fully
human?”
At Restoration Village, The Salt of the Earth
begins with people created in God’s image
arriving, whatever the circumstances that
brought them here, to their new beginning as
they accept their reality. The transcendence
begins when a safe environment, the potential
of non-threatening physical circumstances and
emotional crisis are dispelled allowing the
opportunity for them to be a participant of
something larger and grace (kindness and
forgiveness) begins the movement towards
something better.

The photographic abilities of Brazilian photographer
Sebastiao Salgado in capturing a world of dislocation
and suffering is overwhelming at times. But to be an
observer of the dislocation (where they are), and to
move on to articulate through images of where
people should be and leave the viewer in the ending
with an idea of how to get there, was a vivid
reminder of the Village’s role in other people’s lives.
Dislocation, opportunities for advancing to a
better place, and the grace of movement
towards something better is what the
The joy of the Recently, Marty Parkhurst, one of the
Village is all about.
children at this Board of Directors of Restoration
moment is
The National Institute for Play (Carmel
Village, spent an evening cleaning and
enough for me. repairing the swings on the playground.
Valley, Calif.) has discovered one common
theme among other factors, which at first
Tonight as I listened to the laughter, the
glance may seem irrelevant, amongst mass murders;
spontaneous expressions of joy, the ability to
the theme is major play deprivation in their
have fun at play in a safe place, it served as an
childhood, added to powerlessness, humiliation
evening reminder of the restorative sense of
and their deep sense of vengeance. Studies show
redemption. Salgado, at the ending of the
the biology and neuroscience of play reveals it to be
documentary, Salt of the Earth said: “Maybe
a fundamental survival aspect of social integration.
eternity is measurable” and I wondered if he
meant that it is measured in how we perceive
Just a brief look at the benefits of play activities
each moment? The joy of the children at
illustrate why Beverly and I go on trips with a loose
this moment is enough for me.
agenda. Play can: relieve stress, improve brain
function, boost creativity, add joy to life, connect a
participant to others, it can predict emotional health
and positive change in adults, and is healthy, among
other benefits.
C.S. Lewis in a letter described “joy” (which he
experienced in reading and at child’s play) like this:
“It jumps under one’s ribs and tickles down
one’s back and makes one forget meals and
keeps one (delightedly) sleepless o’ nights.´
Luke Timothy Johnson in his book The Revelatory
Body: Theology as Inductive Art writes: “ … perhaps
play also tells us something about the kind of human
activity that is, as a reflection of God, most properly
human. It is the deep satisfaction or contentment
that humans tend to experience in play – the
combination of rest and action, of contemplation
and action found intensely in art and worship- an

This is the day that the Lord has made,
let us rejoice and be glad in it. Go have
some fun!

