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Do not despair one of the
thieves was saved.
Do not presume; one of
the thieves was damned.
April 2014
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Seeing with an Imagination like the First Time
“Did you mourn at the loss of your
dog?” “I did,” he says. “Did you cry for
the children traumatized by the
church?” He answered, “I felt
detached” and so the man shoots the
Priest in the stomach. Last lines of the
movie Calvary.

“The revival in religion will be a
rhetorical problem - new persuasive
words for defaced or degraded ones”
writes the playwright Thornton Wilder.
Robert Short in his l965 book The
Gospel According to Peanuts explains: “Far
too often the Church finds itself in the
trap of attempting its position in a
language that is itself not meaningful.
When Linus asks his mother why he
cannot ‘slug’ Lucy, who has taken his
book of stories, his mother answers,
‘That’s just one of those things I can’t
explain.’ But Lucy has an explanation:
‘Listen dope!’ she tells Linus, with her
fist in his face, ‘If you slug me, I’ll slug
you right back!!’ ‘Never mind, Mom,’
says Linus after silently watching Lucy
turn and walk off with his book; ‘It’s just
been explained to me in a language I can
understand.’”
During the past two years I have
become acquainted with the poetry and

writings of Christian Wiman, especially his
2013 book Bright Abyss where eloquent
words attempt to explain his seven year
struggle as cancer ravaged his body and he
struggled with suffering and pain, faith and
doubt, and I began to struggle with him
through the pages. He wrote in a poem,
One Time, of his praying silently as his wife
lay beside him one night that she would
“live and thrive” if the cancer ravaging his
body kills him. His words implying that
there is no resurrection that does not go
through the cross. In his poetry book
Every Riven Thing a line that reads: “I do not
know how to come closer to God/ except
by standing where a world is ending/ for
one man” motivates me to ponder the
meaning of faith, hope and love as I
encounter tragedy, death, wars and rumors
of war, cultural conflict that I would never
imagined just a few years ago, and the
plight of those who come to the Village
seeking refuge. He writes with the rhetoric
that resists positive conclusions and gives
meaning of “…new persuasive words for
defaced or degraded ones.”
Calvary is a movie that offers persuasive
words and pictures from the first scene all
the way to the ending. The opening lines
are in a confessional booth where a man
confesses to the Priest that another Priest

Village News
RESTORATION VILLAGE BEGINS THE FALL
SEASON WITH AN ADVENT CONSPIRACY.
A few years back a group of five churches began
an adventure entitled the “Advent Conspiracy”
which exceeded expectations and is making a
difference in people’s lives here in America and
overseas. Those churches felt the tension
between proclaiming and celebrating Emmanuel
(Christ with Us) while they and their
congregations participated in the idolatry of
consumerism. Substituting compassion for
consumption by worshiping fully, spending less,
giving more and loving all through the sharing of
their wealth became the four step program to
conspire against the merchandising lie of spending
more.
Did you know
that
Americans
spend 60
billion dollars
on Black
Friday?

Research shows that during the last decade we
spend 450 billion dollars every Christmas on gifts
and other merchandise for the season. In 2015
Restoration Village will begin a new venture in a
therapeutic program with horses. Research
and experience has verified the validity of this
type of service, especially with those who have
physical, cognitive and emotional challenges. We
will give more details in the future, but we have
not thought lightly about this project and have
been investigating the possibilities for several

months. In addition to the therapeutic program
development we have a need for another staff
person in order to encounter the next decade of
helping women and children during a crisis time
of their life journey. An advent conspiracy in your
Sunday School class, your family, or your Bible
Study group could greatly impact some people in
need of expanded services here at the Village. It
is also a beginning step in introducing the Village’s
ministry to mommies and babies and the
compassionate service that you have partnered
with us over the past 25 years.
As an individual, a family, or with the group you
are involved in we are asking this year for you
and them to consider buying ONE LESS GIFT
this Christmas. Just one. Sounds insignificant, yet
this small sacrifice will be nothing less than a
miracle to begin these new programs in 2015.
God’s gift to us was and is a relationship built on
love that is not found at the mall. Consider
making love visible this year through relational
giving!

Next year we anticipate a more prepared
informational system to help you be a part of an
Advent Conspiracy, but you can start this year.
Together we will learn how to expand and
improve this venture of faith to make a difference
in another’s life. We can send you some
information. But, begin with yourself in your
group or class.
The first year the five churches that joined
together and began the Advent conspiracy raised
over half of a million dollars. We can start these
healing and helping programs for far less than

IF YOU HAVE ACCESS AND/OR USE
FACEBOOK take a moment to view
pictures of some of Restoration Village’s
events and children where you can see some
of what we do for those to whom we serve.
Or go to the www.Restorationvillage.net site
and follow the links to news, pictures and an
updated list of needed supplies.
You can follow us on Twitter also
and welcome all.

SOME OF YOU HAVE ASKED FOR IT,
OTHERS HAVE ASKED US IF WE HAVE IT,
and the answer is now we do. For those of
you who use your credit card for the
purpose of air miles or rewards or even just
the convenience and not having to hunt for a
stamp you can access our account to PayPal.
Find the donate button on our homepage or
the donate tab: http://
www.restorationvillage.net/donate/

RESTORATION VILLAGE ENTERS THE
BUSIEST SEASON OF IT’S CALENDAR
YEAR and we not only solicit your prayers
but that you remember us with your giving.
Fall Festival for residents and former
THERE ARE ITEMS THAT WE
residents is October 25th; Thanksgiving and
CONSTANTLY NEED AND ARE VITAL TO Christmas are usually preparations for large
SERVING THE RESIDENTS. Items we need
meals, residents and former residents and of
are: pasta, soups, canned fruit, peas, tuna,
course the activities of the special holidays.
hominy, beans, catsup, ranch dressing, Rotel Underneath all the activities we are paddling
and tomato products.
as fast as we can as the year is coming to a
conclusion and a new year is launching.
These are the months that challenge us
greatly and the emotions and needs are the
highest.
BY THE TIME THIS NEWSLETTER
REACHES YOU WE SHOULD HAVE USED
THE RENOVATED LIBRARY/OFFICES FOR
THE FIRST TIME IN OVER 3 YEARS. An ice
storm three years ago caused severe damage
Your purchases will earn 5% contributions to to the library section and we were unable to
refurbish the building until this year. It looks
Restoration Village that are directly
beautiful and we are praising the Lord for the
deposited into our bank.
Like
Restoration
onuse
Facebook
ability to move Village
back in and
the facility.
Follow
ANOTHER WAY FOR YOU TO HELP US
HELP ANOTHER IS: If you are ordering
from Amazon then please use our Amazon
Smile link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/71-0684644

Continued from Page 1
had molested him repeatedly for five years, that
nothing could be done to amend what’s been
done – not therapy, not justice – only the
sacrifice of the innocent. Then the confessor
says,” I am going to kill you, Father, because
you are innocent.” The man gives the Father
one week to get his life in order.

candor, purpose in life, indifference,
resentments, anger and revenge. Even the
conversation with his daughter on the phone is
filled with mercy, reconciliation and forgiveness
and stays with me long after Beverly and I left
the theatre. I reflect back on how often we
have to make the same decision with residents
as we make room for grace to reflect His
mercy to those whom we serve.

What would you do if given the same dilemma?
The week introduces the viewer to a rich man,
At the ending of the movie the accuser
a mechanic, a bartender, a doctor, butcher, an
confesses to burning down the church, but says
addled old fogey, an adulterer, another priest
he did not kill the dog. He asks the Priest if he
who lacks integrity, and a creepy sullen young
mourned his loss of the dog and he says “he
man, who all flaunt their sins in front of the
did.” He then asks if “he cried for the children
Priest. As the week passes he ministers unto a
traumatized by the Church,” he says “he felt
serial killer at the prison, encourages and
detached,” and the shooter pulls the trigger. As
mentors an altar boy, prays with and consoles
the credits begin we see the daughter entering
the wife of a man who dies in a car wreck,
the prison of the man who killed her father, but
confronts a weak Priest, acknowledges his own
no words are spoken. The meaning is left up to
flaws, and welcomes his daughter (he was a
the viewer.
widower and an alcoholic prior to
priesthood) home as she recovers from
There is the weightier question for us all.
One of the
a botched suicide attempt. It is in these
It is the one faced every day here at
many
lines
scenes with his daughter that we see a
worth remem- Restoration Village. Did you cry for the
father who welcomes home a wayward
bering is
people? Do you love unconditionally?
child, tends to her wounds, gives her a
“forgiveness is Does not unconditional love mean
place to rest, and tells her stories. She
underrated” unconditional without any conditions? If
tells how that after her mother died
we add conditions then it is not
and then when he went away to seminary that
unconditional.
Oh the scandal of grace as said
she felt abandoned by everyone she loved. The
with
a
“Father,
forgive them….” Or are we
church is burned down by an arsonist and
just
“unattached?”
Sadly, I know too many that
someone slits the throat of his dog. As his
are
detached.
The
view
from atop the cross is
daughter prepares to return to the city he
one of “Father forgive them, for they know not
places his hand over his daughters heart and
what they do.”
reminds her that he will never be absent from
her. The next day, before going to meet with
Rhetoric (via: movies, cartoons, books,
the person who wants to kill him, he phones
newsletters, etc.) that explains the meaning of
her to tell her that the lifeline between them is
faith in a new way. Frederick Buechner said:
forgiveness.
“Grace is something you can never get but
One of the many lines worth remembering is
when the Priest tells his daughter that
“forgiveness is underrated” and I thought of the
magnitude of the scandal of grace as Jesus said
from the cross, “Father, forgive them, they
know not what they are doing.” The movie is
about reality, a reminder of our daily life and
struggles at Restoration Village – faith, psychic
pain, real pain, humor, despair, bitterness,

only be given. The grace of God means
something like: Here is your life. You might
never have been, but you are because the
party wouldn’t have been complete without
you. Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible
things will happen. Don’t be afraid. I am with
you. Nothing can ever separate us. It’s for you
I created the universe. I love you. There’s
only one catch. Like any other gift, the gift of
grace can be yours only if you reach out and
take it. Maybe being able to take it is a gift
too.”

