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“When we do not intentionally
move toward someone who is
different, or hurting, or in need,
our hearts become colder and
more closed. Our empathy
Apri
muscles atrophy.”
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There are NO Deplorable People!
The voice behind me asked: “Mr.
David, do you remember me?” I
turned around to see who asked.
Her name tag aided my memory
before I was able to make facial
recognition.
“Of course I do!” Quickly I got
Beverly’s attention to join our
dialogue. The lady was a former
resident of Restoration Village.
Memories of her and her children
quickly arose. She brought a series
of personal traumas with her when
she arrived here, more than what
our services were able to meet.
Eventually, we contacted another
similar ministry, who had more
structure than the Village, and they
were able to accept her. As she was
unable to care for her children, she
asked us to take her children to
some friends in another state and
she relocated to the other ministry.
She currently has employment in a
major business, works part-time on
weekends as a floor supervisor at
the store we were in and is reunited
with her children who live in the

vicinity. One is employed in a
computer field and the other is a nurse
at a retirement facility. She looked so
healthy and happy compared to my
memory of her when she left the
Village. We did not give up on her; we
did not condemn her. We were just a
minor player - a “cup of cold water, in
Jesus name”- as she came out of a
situation of angst and began a journey
of grace to a new beginning. She knew
she was accepted here, cared about,
not shamed. She accepted our gift of
hospitality to begin the healing process.
It was a brief meeting, but one that
signifies the importance that there are
no losers or misfits, just people in need
of someone believing in them.
A former adolescent resident had been
abused by a relative. This particular
event occurred prior to there being a
Children’s Advocacy Center in our
area, or before prosecution of child
abuse was a priority of the court or
prosecutors’ offices. The allegation was
sufficient to go to court and the adult
was brought to trial. However, the
young person’s testimony at the trial
was rebuffed by the defense attorney

Village News
Bikes, Blues & BBQ/Faith Riders
This year marked the 17th annual Bikes Blues & BBQ
motorcycle rally which supports a number of local
charities. Restoration Village was proud to partner
with the Faith Riders who came from AR, AL, LA,
MO and OK to collect and recycle aluminum cans a portion of the proceeds benefit Restoration
Village. The group also manned a Ministry Tent
where they shared their personal testimonies with
1,274 people and got to see 169 of those people
accept Christ as their Lord and Savior! The group
worked in excess of 920 man hours during this 4day rally!
“It was such a positive experience to connect with
many of the Faith Riders and hear their stories. They
were all very nice and welcoming. Even though we
spent some time digging through trash cans
everyone had a smile on their face which made it
such a good time!”

Some of our Village children came out when all the
motorcycles roared into the driveway and were
ecstatic over the opportunity to sit on a “hog.”

Giving Tuesday
Join the worldwide movement and support our local
efforts to improve the lives of women and children
in crisis in Northwest Arkansas! Help Restoration
Village raise $5,000 on #GivingTuesday by making
your gift in support of our Resident to Work
Program.

Bonnie Bridges, Vice-Chairman,
Restoration Village Board of Directors

Amazon Smile
David, Beverly, Kathy and Jeff alongside
Candy Callich (Faith Rider pictured left)
during the Friday night volunteer time at
Bikes, Blues & BBQ.
On Saturday, the local Faith Riders brought some of
the Faith Riders from other states to visit and learn
more about Restoration Village and our mission.

At the present time Restoration Village has an
average of 6 purchasers per week that we receive a
portion of the funds that are used to buy items using
Amazon Smile. If you shop at Amazon, consider
using Amazon Smile and add one more method to
invest in the lives of those we serve. Thank you.
Smile Link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/710684644

Equine Program

Happy Birthday!

Congratulations to Tara, Counselor and Alicen,
Advocate for completing their Equine Assisted
Psychotherapy (EAP) and Equine Assisted Learning
(EAL) training provided by the Equine Growth and
Learning Association (EGALA)! We look forward
to sharing more about this dynamic program with
you next month.

Thank you Walmart
Earlier this month, the Village sustained
considerable water intake into two of our main
buildings as a result of flash flooding one evening.
We are extremely thankful to Marty Parkhurst for
his leadership in organizing a group of Wal-Mart
employees from the Central Operations team to
come out to help with flood cleanup and outdoor
beautification! We couldn’t have recovered so
quickly without your tremendous support!

Fo

Birthdays, especially for the children, are major
celebrations and allow us to remind the recipient
that we are glad they were born. One of our
young residents (elbow pictured to protect
identity) celebrated her birthday this month. Note
the playground here at the Village in the
background.

Wishlist

Fall is officially here and we are preparing for
cooler weather! We are seeking donations of
winter blankets, comforters, and pillows. Your
donations help beyond what words can express,
every donation is an act of kindness that supports
our mission to restore the lives of women and
women with children in crisis.
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and the young man was made out to be a liar.
Nothing in regards to justice was accomplished.

knowing that they would also pay for a
college education.

The key to this teenager’s beginning of recovery
and victory was just a small start at Restoration
Village with the mother and a place of safety
during the long process and eventual trial.
Upon leaving the Village we were presented a
poem from him that says it all:

Be it finding a proper place to help
another person or believing the child
and offering support, a difference is
accomplished.
Sympathy is not demeaning or
condescending, deterministic or categorical.
Every person has intrinsic value and instead
of culpability we choose potentiality in
everyone.

“I am finally free of these chains made of my own
blood and tears.
I am free after being trapped all these years.
Because of you the life I Iived was horrible
compared to hell.
Grace “If you give up the holiness of God,
But I am condemned there just because I
there are no absolutes and morality
simply becomes a zero. If you give up the
finally tell.
Am I sentenced to an eternity of pain in an
loves. significance of man, man becomes a
eternity of darkness and fire?
zero.” (Francis Schaeffer, Death in
Does it mean that because I let everyone
the City, p. 116)
know then I’m a liar?
If so, then I am proud to be condemned to this dark
Restoration Village is currently at full
eternity for in my words is the truth and I am going
capacity with mothers and children; we
to let it be known.
have banded together with other churches
Because in my eyes the truth will be shown.
and community partners to provide a
I will not stand by and watch another boy be
feeding program once a week at an area in
destroyed before he is fully made.
need; we are exploring new opportunities
I will not let another boy sit alone in the darkness
for the future because we do not believe
and let his life fade.
people who are made in the image of
Because he feels that he is now a freak.
God are DEPLORABLE PEOPLE.
I will no longer stand by with my mouth closed, it’s
time for me to stand up and let my voice be heard
and my story be told.
While in your mind I let the truth unfold.
I am proud of this choice and I will stand by it
through life and death.
I will never stop till it’s done, not till my last dying
breath.
If my legacy in this life is helping someone by letting
people know this one thing.
Then it is worth this eternity of pain.”
After the trial, He and his mother were able to
relocate to their own housing. She secured
gainful employment and he joined the Army
National Guard while still in high school

