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“Someone has a great fire in his
soul and nobody ever comes to
warm themselves at it,
and passers-by see nothing but
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a little smoke at the top of the chimney.”
(Vincent van Gogh, Letter 155)

“When Rabbi Israel Baal-Shem Tov saw
misfortune threatening his people it was
his custom to go into a certain part of
the forest to meditate. There he would
light a fire, say a special prayer, and a
miracle would be accomplished and
misfortune would be averted.
His disciple, Magid of Mezritch, for the
same reasons, to intercede with heaven,
would go to the same place in the forest
and say: ‘Master of the Universe, listen! I
do not know how to light the fire, but I
am still able to say the prayers.’ And
again the miracle would be
accomplished.
Later, Rabbi Moshe-Leib of Sasov, in
order to save his people once more,
would go into the forest and say: ‘I do
not know how to light the fire, I do not
know the prayer, but I know the place
and this must be sufficient.’ It was
sufficient and the miracle of deliverance
would be accomplished.
Then it fell to Rabbi Israel of Rizhyn to
overcome misfortune. Sitting in his
armchair, his head in his hands, he
spoke to God: ‘I am unable to light the
fire and I do not know the prayer; I

cannot even find the place in the forest.
All I can do is to tell the story, and that
must be sufficient. ‘And it was sufficient.
For God made humankind because
God loves stories” (emphasis ours).

“You never really understand a person
until you consider things from his point of
view…until you climb into his skin and
walk around in it,” said the fictional
attorney, Atticus Finch in the classic novel,
To Kill a Mockingbird. Empathy is seeing the
pain of others and being willing to join
them in it. There seems to be no better
way to develop empathy than to be
present with another and listen to their
story. God loves stories. To listen to
another’s story is to put aside most
everything we think we know and be open
to learn something new. Listening, really
listening can be a culture shock,
disorienting, displacing and even distressing,
but it is always a God honoring exercise of
humility. To entertain another’s story and
the journey of their life is a way to not only
serve God, but just might allow you to be a
saint as in Reynolds Price’s words, “…
someone who, however flawed, leads us by
example, almost never by words, to
imagine the hardest thing of all: the
seamless love of God for all creation,

Village News
A Challenge Ahead

It has been an inspiration to watch how well this
mother, already navigating her way through crisis,
has handled this situation. She has been diligent in
getting her baby the treatment he needs while
putting her own needs aside. What an incredible
blessing to see God’s work through this woman and
her baby boy!

The New Year has
brought about
some unique
challenges at the
Village. Recently
the Village was able
to open its doors to
Equine-Assisted Therapy
a young mother and
her one-month-old
Well Underway
baby boy. Shortly
after they became
We are happy to report that our horse fence is
residents, we
complete. Now on to the next phase of our project
learned he had been which will include: installation of waterlines and
diagnosed at birth with Club Foot.
construction of sheds. Everything is going as
planned and we are on track to open our program
The initial diagnosis was upsetting but the baby’s
mother has been very strong and determined to get in the summer of 2015.
her baby the help he needs. After being referred to
Children’s Hospital in Little Rock, mom and baby
started traveling on a weekly basis to start
treatment.
Treatment for Club Foot is a long process. The
process generally involves a series of castings to
work towards changing the direction of the foot,
followed by splints, surgery and physical therapy.
Baby boy is currently in his 3rd casting. It is our
understanding that he will have a series of three
more castings then be placed in a splint. If
everything goes as planned, he have surgery
sometime this spring.
God continues to bless us all through this process.
Mom and baby have been able to stay at The Ronald
McDonald House in Little Rock. This has alleviated
some of the travel expenses. However, the Village
has been providing for the weekly travel and food
expenses not covered by insurance.
These expenses have been averaging $150 a week.
If you would be willing to help out with these
expenses please contact the Village at 479-631-7345
or 2215 Little Flock Drive, Little Flock 72756.

Valentine’s Day Fun
This Valentine’s Day was full of activity in the
lodge. With a box decorating contest and party
provided by Xi Delta Delta. It was a fun-filled
week!

Snow
The first quantity snow of the year covered the ground
and semi- eliminated travel at the Village for three days
this past month. The children enjoyed being out of
school, we had food in the pantry and the electricity
remained on throughout the period of ice and snow.
Now we ready for spring!

Self-Defense Class
Many thanks to everyone who participated in the
women’s self-defense class hosted by Crossfit of NWA
and Independent Damsel Pro. What an amazing
turnout! Over $600 was raised for Restoration Village.
A big thanks to all of you for your support and to Ann
Marie Holstad who organized and obtained all the
support for our event. We are so grateful for her
commitment to our organization and the community!

Contributions
If you would like to make a contribution to the Village,
visit our website at:
http://restorationvillage.net/donate/
Or
Contribute while you shop!
By using our smile link anytime you shop on Amazon, 5% of your
purchases will be contributed directly to Restoration Village.
Smile Link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/71-0684644

Follow us @restore89

Continued from Page 1
including ourselves.” A person, who does not
practice empathy, is a person whose soul is
shriveling. Empathy begins with hearing their story.
An article in Today’s Christian Woman listed the four
most common complaints about Christians: “You
don’t listen to me; You judge me; Your faith
confuses me; and You talk about what’s wrong
instead of making it right.” All of these complaints
are relationship issues and would be resolved if we
knew the other’s story.

stories of promiscuity and addiction and self destruction and he heard hints of a thirst for
love that was not quenched. From then on he
prayed: “God, help me to see others not as my
enemies or as ungodly but rather as thirsty
people. And give me the courage and
compassion to offer your Living Water, which
alone quenches deep thirst.”

Relationships, hearing stories, giving life-saving
Living Water to a thirsty person is how lives are
changed. At the Village we listen to stories,
I received a letter last fall that read in part: “From
lives are changed. The Children’s Advocacy
the first time I met you two I felt comfortable. David
Center of Benton County uses the thoughts of
with his stern, but fair and honest response. Beverly
“listen and believe the child” and “give the child
with her beautiful smile, elegant attitude and always
a voice.” It is making a difference in the
wanting to help.” This person ended the
children’s resilient ability to recover from
A person, who an adverse psychological event.
letter with words from Oliver Holmes:
“There is no friend like an old friend who does not practice
shared our morning days, no greeting like
empathy, is a Anne Lamont in her book Stitches says:
his welcome, and no homage like his
person whose “My understanding of incarnation is that
praise.”
soul is shriveling. we are not served by getting away from
Empathy begins the grubbiness of suffering. Sometimes we
A man with whom I had listened to his
with hearing their feel that we are barely pulling ourselves
struggles and offered my presence during
forward through a tight tunnel on badly
story.
a most distressing marriage situation
scraped-up elbows. But we do come out
wrote me a letter years later: “…during
on the other side, exhausted and changed.
my days of discouragement and questioning, starting
To heal, it seems we have to stand in the
all over again at my age, especially about my wish to
middle of the horror, at the foot of the cross,
go to college. You listened and then answered: And
and wait out another’s suffering where the
how old will you be if you do not go to college? It
other person can see us.”
has kept me going for all these years as I encounter
those who didn’t go to college, who thought there
From the newest mother and child to become a
should be a deadline to complete the schooling, or
resident at Restoration Village to the masses
those who just discouraged me.” He made it,
that gather at a church next Sunday, nothing is
finished, and is now in an executive position in
going to change by admonition, pleading, or
another state and has renewed relationships in a
smooth talking. We first must begin a
most positive way with his children.
relationship that says, “Come on in and sit by
the fire, tell me your story.” The beginnings of
Wade Burleson of Enid, Oklahoma wrote in his
empathy comes as our heart becomes broken
Istoria Blog, (10/30/14): “Accepted people accept
and changed as we hear, really hear, the
people. Forgiven people forgive people. Encouraged
stories.
people encourage people. Loved people love
people.” Relationships do work, but it begins with a
story.
Henri Nouwen in an interview told author Phillip
Yancey that his prayer life changed after listening to

