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What is Desirable in Man is His Kindness
An hour before the Chamber Choir
performed we arrived at Visitation
Catholic Church located at 51st and
Main, Kansas City, Missouri. A
beautiful church built in the Spanish
Colonial architecture style in a
neighborhood of other older classical
homes, this first-time visitor was
intrigued by its apparent grandeur.
The set of doors on the front façade,
the altar with its turquoise color, the
ambo (raised pulpit) with a 12-foot
linden wood crucifix mounted behind
it, the baptismal font, the paintings
(some from the 18th century), the
chapels off to the side of the
auditorium, the size of the pipe organ;
these designs caused me to just sit and
quietly meditate in God’s presence
over the events of the previous 72
hours. As I read the Latin translation
of the inscription around the interior
dome, “Lord, send down your Spirit
upon these gifts and make them holy,”
I thought to myself, “Yes, especially
for the choir we came to see and
hear.”
All that happened prior to our
trip is not important, but I

(Proverbs 19:22a)

desired a double dose of Shalom for
there to be an absence of conflict,
and wholeness for those lives who
have crossed our path these past
few days. There is a sadness in my soul
over the news of contributors and
friends who are struggling with health
issues, over the senseless death of
children at a concert in England, and over
the seemingly constant onslaught of
mounting situations back at the Village.
But I received a momentary reprieve as I
sat in this beautifully adorned church and
listened as the Chamber Choir began to
sing. Besides, one of our grandsons is in
the choir.
The auditorium presented a magnificent,
sonorous emphasis to the choir’s acapella
presentations. While they sang, I
googled the English translations of the
Latin songs on my smart device. I could
hear and enjoy their voices while
following along and I let the message of
the songs be a message of
encouragement this night.
The Village staff along with those
from some other agencies recently
put together “Blessing sacks” to

Village News
Aim for Advocacy

We are excited to share that Governor Asa
Hutchinson and the First Lady of Arkansas,
Susan Hutchinson will be present for our 2nd
Annual AIM for Advocacy Sporting Clays
Fundraiser benefiting Restoration Village.
Make plans now to join us
on August 26th, 2017 at
the new venue, Spring
Valley Anglers Rod and
Gun Club in Gravette,
Arkansas. Last years’ event
was a great success and we
look forward to an even
greater event this year.
Contact Cie Cochran,
cie@restorationvillage.net to
find out how you or your
company can be an event
sponsor.

Staff Member Spotlight
Marcy Stave joined the Restoration
Village team in March 2016. She
serves as an Advocate and plays a
vital role in providing guidance,
support, and connections to
community resources. Marcy is a
former teacher and has a heart for
working with women and children.
She was instrumental in launching our enhanced
children’s enrichment program that includes our
Wonderful Words Wednesday and Bundle Bites
programs. We are so happy to have Marcy as part
of the team!

Breaking Bread Together
“I don't think there's one thing more important you
can do for your kids than have family dinner.” Ruth Reichl
Five days a week residents at the Village come
together for community meals. Families sit together
and have an opportunity to connect with one
another and to take a few minutes to pause. We
are blessed to have this opportunity to share these
times with residents and especially the children. For
them the practice of eating together and praying
together has a powerful impact. One child shared
with Mrs. Beverly, “We can’t eat yet, Mr. David
isn’t here to pray. We have to wait for him
before we can eat.” We want to thank all of the
groups who have come out to prepare and share a
meal with our residents. You are not just providing
a meal, you are a part of memories that will last a
lifetime.

Narrative Church

With Gratitude
“Whatsoever the hand finds to do, do it with all they might.
After all, God is with us. It shows too much conceit to
trust ourselves, to be discouraged at what we ourselves can
accomplish. It is lacking in faith in God to be discouraged.
After all, we are going to proceed with this help. We offer
him what we are going to do. If he wishes it to prosper, it
will. We must depend solely on him. Work as though
everything depended upon ourselves, and pray as though
everything depended upon God.” (Dorothy Sayers)

With deep gratitude to all of you that support
Restoration Village with your financial gifts, your prayers,
and your readership of the newsletter we want to
express that your concern and participation is making a
difference in the lives of those we serve.

In the Garden

Spring Clean Up/Projects

There are some things that just say summer –
warmer weather, swimming, and getting out in the
garden. Several members of Narrative Church
helped set-up a small garden here at the Village.
We are excited to have a garden that is accessible
for all of our residents. Not only is this a
wonderful opportunity to get outside, we can
enjoy the delicious fruits and veggies that have
been picked during our community meal times.

Living Word Lutheran Church has sent out their volunteer
work crew and spent 2 days power washing the white picket
fence on the front of the property. The crew also put in a
new sign at the entrance of the property up to the main
lodge. There hasn’t been a sign out front since 1989 and this
one is a beauty. Thanks men!

Phil Oldham, one of the newest
members of the church was the
assigned worker to the power wash
machine to wash and be
showered upon most of the day at
the fence.

Summer Begins
Restoration Village resident children are out of
school. Our summer intern, Maddie, is also back
from a year at Key West, Florida Community
College (the children truly enjoy this young lady,
who was awarded our 2016 Volunteer of the
Year) and the children have already been engaging
in extracurricular activities. They have gone to
the Amazeum in Bentonville where they
participated in multiple interactive programs and
have also been to various local parks and even did
some spelunking.

Fo

Dave, Jim, and Gary dug the holes,
put the sign together, poured the
cement, and still were smiling as it
leveled out perfectly.

McCarthy Construction, St. Louis, Missouri, is the
contractor for a major addition for Mercy Hospital in
Rogers, AR. One of the company’s goals and outpouring of
their generosity is that it likes to leave a footprint in the
community they are working in for a non-profit organization.
We are extremely grateful they have chosen us to be that
entity and have assisted us with some much needed repairs
and upgrades after recent flood damage to the Hope
Building. The business offices, library, and board room have
been flooded twice within the past year. Mercy hospital
recommended us to McCarthy and the rest is history.
MEP Director, Jamie Dorland, and Project Supervisor,
Andrew Bowers, led the team that has dug up part of our
driveway, installed a heavy duty curb, repaved the driveway,
and addressed various other pavement issues. Since then we
have had 2 torrential downpours and all the rain has been
redirected away from the building! Awesome! We would
like to thank McCarthy and their partners NWA Mold
Inspector, Oelke Construction, Davenport Concrete,
Castle Contracting, and United Rentals. We appreciate
you! Now we need to replace the flooring and we will be
back together.

Continued from Page 1
hand out to those who are standing at
and I know that it is true for me: “I believe
intersections with cardboard signs asking for help
in the sun even when it is not shining. I
and assistance. In the sacks are: a bottle of water,
believe in love even when I cannot feel
granola bars, small bars of soap, a toothbrush and
it. I believe in God even when he is
toothpaste, a gift card or $5 bill, a list of local
silent.” The choir sang in Latin, I read the
agencies and services they provide, and other
translation on my phone, and was quietly and
sundry items. We had given one out on the way
deeply moved.
to Kansas City to a couple and the sign that he
held read, “I’m a real Vet and need some help.” I
The years have taught me that I can’t fix the
thought of them and of the others who are being
world. I’m not trying to anymore. And
fed at the 8th Street Motel on a weekly basis. I
what people want and need is a genuine
also thought of a dear friend of the Village who
connection with others who will care
was undergoing an experimental cancer treatment
about them for their individuality and
regimen in Houston, and of a current resident and
for their own life experiences.
former resident who were both in the
Therefore, hospitality and a safe place
hospital that night, and as the choir sang
“God doesn’t call to be will allow them to do their own
the song “Drop, Drop, Slow Tears” it
work of restoration. As Proverbs 19
us to a
seemed so appropriate.
convenient life – says, “What is desirable in a man is his
He calls us to an kindness.” What is it of man that God
Next was the song “Sinnuh Man” when I
important life… wants? “To do justice, to love mercy,
concentrated for a few moments on the
We aren’t meant and to walk humbly with God.” (Micah
crucifix behind the ambo and let it remind
6:8)
for selfme that I cannot fix anyone, fix myself or
gratification, but
even provide some logic to a world of
“God doesn’t call us to a
eternal
injustice, abuse, sickness, fear and
greatness…and convenient life – He calls us to an
alienation. Looking at the crucifix I
important life…We aren’t meant
greatness is
thought of something that Frederick
giving our lives for self-gratification, but eternal
Buechner had said and I resolved to look it
greatness…and greatness is giving
away” (Ann
up the next day when we were back
our lives away” (Ann Voskamp).
Voskamp).
home. He said: “Here is the world.
Oswald Chambers wrote: “Are you in
Beautiful and terrible things will happen.
the dark just now in your circumstances, or
Don’t be afraid. I am with you. Nothing
in your life with God? Then remain quiet. If
can separate us. It’s for you that I created
you open your mouth in the dark, you will
the universe. I love you.” I don’t say anymore
talk in the wrong mood: darkness is the time
that God is in heaven and all is well with the
to listen.” So, we choose to be kind to
world, anyways, not deep down within myself.
others and even when he is silent, trust.
Now I say that all is not well with the world, and
God is here in it with all of us. The crucifix at the
Thanks to Lee’s Summit Chamber
front of the auditorium was a visible reminder of
Choir and our grandson, Joshua, for a
the faith I believe; Jesus stretched out His arms so
most reflective evening and a reminder
wide on the cross to absorb all sin and all injustice
of each person’s purpose here on earth!
for all peoples of this world.
To all of you, have a blessed summer and we
The next to the last song that night had great
are grateful for your continued investment in
meaning for me and would serve to be the mental
our ladies and children.
fodder for the trip back to Arkansas and the
motivation for this newsletter. The song was
“Even When He is Silent” by Kim Andre Arnesen

