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“Grace fills empty spaces, but it can only

enter where there is a void to receive it,
and it is grace itself that make the void.”
Apri
~Simone Weil~
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You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown
“Imagination is continually at work
filling up all the fissures through
which grace might pass” wrote
Simone Weil in her book Gravity and
Grace.
A few weeks ago, Beverly and I
attended a High School production
of “You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown”
in which one of our grandsons was
the lead actor portraying Charlie
Brown. Without reservation the cast
and production was entertaining,
humorous and worthy of a chorus of
“bravo” from all of us in the
audience. The production reminded
me of the quote of Charles Schultz’s
biographer, David Michaelis: “In
(Shultz’s) work, indifference would
be the dominant response to love.
When his character’s attempt to
love, they are met not just with
rejection but by ongoing cold, even
brutal, indifference, manifested
either as insensitivity or as deeply
fatalistic acceptance.”
In the book, The Art of Peanuts Chip
Kidd notes: “(In Peanuts) all the
loves are unrequited; all the baseball
games are lost; all the test scores are

D-minuses; the Great Pumpkin never
shows up; and the football is always
pulled away.” I think that the success
of Peanuts, is that the comic strip has
the ability and humor to be a
meditation of the many sources of
human suffering and pain. As some
have written, “…a version of the
human condition.” For many of the
readership of Peanuts we can laugh or
chuckle because we identify with it; the
longings, the pain; the insecurities and
smile as we think that Charlie Brown
understands us.
For years, I have attempted to
encourage and lift up the character
traits of compassion and empathy
towards those in need of love,
encouragement and help. What I have
come to realize is that compassion has
a potential to become a toxin to a
person’s faith. Several years ago, in a
conversation regarding a sermon series
on the Genesis story of Joseph and
how his imprisonment was “for the
good of the nation and was going to be
their source of sustaining themselves in
the future,” I asked the presenter how
was I “… to use that particular sermon
to minister to those imprisoned in sex
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Aim for Advocacy

Volunteer Luncheon
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful
committed citizens can change the world: Indeed it’s the
only thing that ever has.”
- Margaret Mead
The Village was thrilled to recognize some of our
outstanding volunteers at the first ever Volunteer
Recognition Luncheon.

Maddie Mizelle was presented with the inaugural
Volunteer of the Year Award. The award has been
named in her honor “The Madeline Mizelle
Volunteer Award” for her outstanding dedication
and commitment to the mission and vision of
Restoration Village. Maddie worked at the Village
last summer as a summer intern, but then continued
as a volunteer through a program at Bentonville
High School. She worked approximately 300 hours
assisting with a variety of tasks from childcare;
cleaning up residents rooms, boxing items they left
behind; filing; computer data input; and answering
the phone. She was willing to do any task we
requested of her. She set the bar high!
Congratulations Maddie!

Maddie is pictured center with her award, from
left, Ana Mizelle, Beverly Engle, David Engle and
Mark Mizelle.

Save the Date and join us for the first Skeet
Shooting Fundraiser to benefit Restoration
Village. Whether you are an avid shooter or novice
who would like to have some fun and support a
good cause, we invite you to participate! All
proceeds will support the Restoration Village
Advocacy program. Registration information will be
available in the coming weeks. We have several
event sponsorship levels available and would love
the opportunity to speak with you about how you
or your organization can become a sponsor. To find
out more about registering your team or
sponsorship opportunities please contact Cynthia
Cochran, cie@restorationvillage.net.

Equine Therapy
One of our young residents was allowed to ride
“Sage” (one of our Equine Therapy horses) without
a horse handler by his side. He is familiar with the
horse, unafraid and is able to effectively use the reins
to keep Sage on the path. Overcoming fear,
assurance within himself, and the encouragement by
us to learn the skills is a part of the purpose of the
program.

Building Update
The resident living area has a new look. Fresh
paint and new furniture and rugs donated by
Kurt’s Furniture provides a refreshing atmosphere
to relax. Special thanks to Amy for adding the
decorator touches and arranging it all.

Graduation Celebration
Congratulations to Kara! Kara and sister Karley,
who are former residents, came out to
Restoration Village for dinner and to allow us to
celebrate Kara's high school graduation. We are
so proud of Kara!

Memorial

Values
Restoration Village is working through a strategic
planning process. We are excited to share our
values: Restoring Dignity, Renewing Hope,
Rebuilding Lives

Contributions
While the lazy days of summer inspire us all to
slow down, we at the Village are in full swing as
we work with our residents. Your continued
Fo financial and in-kind contributions support the
many programs and services we provide to
residents and allow us to continue to grow.

Mark is the only name I knew. Mark was a local fixture,
appearing in many different areas of Rogers, Arkansas
standing on a corner, his two-wheel dolly in proximity, in all
types of weather, and watching the automobiles and their
occupants drive by. From time to time, especially when the
weather was bad, if I saw him I would take him some coffee,
or a sandwich, and attempt to engage him conversation, but
to me, he never spoke. He would nod mostly at me and
always take the offering. I don’t know his circumstances or
his history. I prayed for him every time I saw him. He was
one of God’s creatures and he was someone’s son.
Two months ago under the tree where he lay at night, he
died. Alone. Discovered by a passerby. His ice chest left
under the tree and a few markers left by others whom had
also stopped to give him something to eat. Our care
extends beyond the Village to our community to let them
know they are not alone and they matter.

Continued from Page 1

trafficking; the multitude of little girls kidnapped
at a Christian school in Africa and given to the
Isis fighters; or to children in slave labor in
Asian countries?”
Compassion can and does draw us to a faith in
Jesus, but that enlarging faith will cause us to
become more involved with the suffering of the
world. Suffering and pain can challenge faith,
create doubts and cause some to ask, “Why is
God allowing this?”

life with them is hard, complicated and
messy. Too often the complications and
the heartbreak when some of our residents
return to the streets or the drugs causes us
weep. A laboratory of love is not easy!

Richard Beck, a professor in Abilene, Texas,
and a blogger I greatly admire, writes in his
newest book, Reviving Old Scratch, that:
“The biblical response to evil isn’t
philosophical but behavioral.” He writes of
ending his quest to logically respond to
A Village resident was raised in a good home,
suffering and began to adopt a theology of
her first years were spent at Catholic
“revolt, as a vision of spiritual
Church and school, then later she
“Her
warfare, a posture of action over
attended a non-denominational church
circumstances theological rumination” (page 82).
because of the “Awana” program. She
did not defeat The power of the cross has
got married and life looked normal.
her.”
overcome the world, and we are
However, for most of her life she never
victors when we “display the heroic
revealed her childhood secret that she
act of resistance” by our love and leave the
was molested and abused by a relative for many
results to God. Where there is no love,
years. During her marriage, her husband
put love.
became addicted to prescription drugs.
Eventually, she became a user and in time they
wound up as homeless people living on the
streets in a large metropolitan city. Several
times she almost overdosed; she has severe
physical and health problems as the result of a
brutal rape while living on the streets. Thanks
to the intervention of a friend, she relocated to
Arkansas. With the aid of some other agencies,
a church that put her up for a week, a women’s
shelter and her persistence in calling us here at
the Village, she became a resident. As she
shared her life journey, I listened, I praised her
persistence and for not losing her faith. She
shared that during all she went through, she
kept praying that God would get her out and
redeem her life. Her humanity in vulnerability is
a strength of her character. Her circumstances
did not defeat her. The vestige of her faith
from her childhood has been her hope and
strength even into adulthood through some
terrible circumstances.
All of these years living with those on the
socioeconomic margins of society and sharing a

Charlie Brown kept attempting to kick the
football. He kept on pitching even though
his baseball team never won. He never gave
up trying to fly a kite. While Charlie Brown
is a fictional character, he had the secret:
compassion, joy and endurance. He
remained a hero.
The One who overcame the world, who
defeated “old scratch” at the cross
strengthens you and me with the abilities to
extend grace in a suffering world and leave
the results to His Lordship. We are called
to love “others,” and that is the great
sabotage in enemy-occupied territory. Faith
working through love. Faith is better
defined as trusting.
“And having disarmed the powers and
authorities, he made a public spectacle of
them, triumphing over them by the
cross,” (Colossians 2:15)

