JANUARY 2015
…forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before,…
(Philippians 3:13)

April 2014

Executive Directors:
David and Beverly Engle
Board of Directors:
Julie Bachmayer
Derek Bengtson
Bonnie Bridges
Melinda Brown
Dave Cooper
Yvonne Cooper
Steve Culpepper
Robert Ryan
Rev. Jeff Simpson
Sharon Schrantz
Marque Babyar
Natalie Tibbs
Board Emeritus:
Bill Gillingham, PhD (ret.)
Tom Hatley, ThD
Richard Knight, MD

Like us on
Facebook
Follow us
@restore89

RestorationVillage.net
2215 Little Flock Drive
Rogers, AR 72756

What’s that in Your Hand?
“Living backwards!” Alice repeated
in great astonishment. “I never heard
of such a thing.” “-but there’s one
great advantage in it, that one’s
memory works both ways.” “I’m
sure mine only works one way,”
Alice remarked. “I can’t remember
things before they happen.”
“It’s a poor sort of memory that
only works backwards,” the
Queen remarked.

on the PBS radio program Point of View
said: “The lens of the past gives us a
way to view the future. And I hope my
future is less cluttered than the
past….” (7/28/13). And the Bible reminds
us that: “Whatever your hand finds to
do, do it with your might; for there is
no work or device or knowledge or
wisdom in the grave where you are
going” (Ecclesiastes 9:10).

“Oh things that happened the week
after next,” the Queen replied in a
careless tone.”

None of us can undo the past, we can
make plans for the future which are
arbitrary to say the least, but we all
have today to make a difference in
our life, another’s life, and
sometimes even the world. The
determining factor can be captured in
the phrase title of this piece: “What’s
in your hand?”

There is a verse from the Sanskrit
poem that reads: “For yesterday is
but a dream/And tomorrow is only a
vision;/And today well-lived, makes/
Yesterday a dream of happiness/And
every tomorrow a vision of hope./
Look well therefore to this
day;” (emphasis ours). Sarah Durant

God asked Moses (Exodus 4:2) “What is
that in your hand?” It was just a
wooden staff and history was to be
changed. King David “…with a sling in
his hand…” saved a nation and its
people (I Samuel 17:40). A single parent
mother told a prophet that she had
nothing in her house “except a little

What sort of things do you
remember best?” Alice ventured to
ask.

Village News

A Month of Blessings
A very special THANK YOU to all those who helped us
provide Christmas to the women and children at
Restoration Village. It was a true joy of ours to observe
and participate in the excitement on the children’s faces
on Christmas Eve and the next day at lunch. We are
grateful to the organizations, businesses, church groups
and individuals who adopted our families. It was your
generosity that ensured everyone at the Village had a
blessed Christmas.

There are children in these piles of paper and boxes.

Christmas Eve is also about songs, skits, stunts, poems
and readings from the families as we gather together

Reading from her diary about a special event in her life.

Faith Riders arrive with gifts and financial support, an
annual tradition of theirs.

Christmas Eve dinner is a festive occasion
of culinary delights.

For years the Mertz family has presented the Village with
gingerbread houses, usually on Christmas Eve.

Upcoming Events:
"Fight Gone RAD (Rapid Attack Defense)"

Harrison French and Associates became one of
the new sponsors of gifts this year.

Crossfit of Northwest Arkansas is
hosting a FREE self-defense class
open to the public and taught by
Bentonville Police Department. Proceeds of
donations will benefit Restoration Village.
Venue: NWA Crossfit Gym, 500 South Main
Street, Bentonville, AR
Date: January 31, 2015
Time: 9-11am
Registration: Log on to the Crossfit NWA's
Facebook page to register.
-"An Afternoon of Fairytales"
Children big and small are invited for an afternoon
of activities, magic and fairytales.
Participants are invited to come dressed up as
their favorite prince, princess or fairytale
character.
$10 per person which covers the cost of all
activities—carriage rides and much more!
Tickets can be purchased at:
restorationvillage.net;

The Wal-mart GM Pricing Team helped us decorate
the Village at the beginning of December.

Fol-

A week prior to Christmas one of our (now former)
residents and her daughters moved into their new
Habitat for Humanity home.
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oil” and Elijah told her to go borrow all the
neighbor’s pots and that “little” filled them
all (II Kings 4:2). Sampson found a donkey’s
jaw bone, put it in his hand and slew a
thousand (Judges 15:15-17). Thousands of
people needed to be fed and Jesus asked
“what was available?” and the disciples
found a little unnamed boy with 5 small
loaves of bread and two fishes, put them
in His hands, gave “thanks”
and the ending of the story is
history (John 6:9). Peter and
John were met at church by a
lame man who asked them
for some money. The two
said they have no money, but
“what I do have I give you”
and they took him by the hand and lifted
him up… (Acts 3:6-7). Nehemiah prayed “Oh
Lord, strengthen my hands…” and led a
willing group of volunteers to rebuild a city
(Nehemiah 6:9). Much can be done when we
all put our hands together no matter the
size to get a today accomplished.
Last week Restoration Village received a
Christmas card from a reader of the
newsletter and the inside inscription read:
“Please accept my widow’s mite to help
someone…it is given in love.” She gave of
what was in her hand. What was in her
hand, sharing resources with the hands of
others was enough for us to put gas in a
single parent mother’s car; get a good used
tire for her car, and be thankful for all of us
“holding hands to get today’s task
accomplished to His glory.”
In 1939, as the clouds of war began to
darken the continent of Europe, King
George VI was to broadcast a Christmas
message to the British Empire quoting
some line from a poem by Minnie Haskins:
“I said to the man who stood at the

gate of the year ‘Give me a light that I
may tread into the unknown.’ “And
he replied, ‘Go into the darkness and
put your hand in the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light
and safer than a known way.’” The
battle of Britain was looming, the ravages of
inhumanity, the violence of warfare, and the
sorrows of loss were to take its toll, and
victory over the banality of evil
was in the future.
It is a fourteen minute song, you
can look it up on the internet, but
it is why we ask you to reach out
with others and let us all put our
hands to the task before us –
together we can move mountains, bring
down giants, aid others to walk and leap,
and feed those in hunger. Leonard Cohen
wrote a song entitled, Please Don’t Pass Me
By that begins with the words: “I was
walking in New York City and I brushed up
against a man in front of me. I felt a
cardboard placard on his back. And when
we passed, it said: “Please don’t pass me by
– I am blind, but you can see—I’ve been
blinded totally – Please don’t pass me by.”
The verses cover the crippled, the children,
Jews, Gypsies, tortured, freaks, broken,
torn, the hunted, the maimed and then
sings the chorus of “Oh please don’t pass
me by.’’ The song works in that at the end,
a listener is humming the chorus and the
words are imbedded. “Oh please don’t pass
me by.”
It is a new year. What’s in your hand?
Please don’t pass me by.
Please accept our desire that the fullness
and blessing of heaven be upon your new
year,

