AUGUST 2015
Now faith is the assurance
of things hoped for,
the conviction of
things not seen.
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(Hebrews 11:1)
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FAITH, Hope and Love, but the
Greatest of These is Love
Behind this steel plate is something
that you and I cannot live without
for more than three to five days. In
26 years at Restoration Village, I am
the only person that has ever
entered behind that bolted plate.

I tell people, because it is true, that if
they will get into the stream of water
that comes from beneath that plate
they can circle the world via water.
The only requirement is to get in the
creek, walk till you need a canoe, then
a motor boat, then a bigger boat, and
eventually you will be at the Port of
New Orleans and can purchase a ticket
to board a ship. But first, you have to
have the faith to “get in and walk.”
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all of NW Arkansas. That spring from
that mountain was the water supply of
all Village houses for years and is the
only source for the main lodge and
chapel today.

Behind that plate is a life source that
used to be the water supply of two
major cities prior to Beaver Lake
and its water processing facilities for

Hope is a marvelous word and we all
need some hope: a desire for
something good in the future; a thing in
the future we desire; and/or a reason
for thinking that our desire can be
fulfilled. There was a person in Tulsa
who used to call me twice a year and
ask for my prayers that she would win
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at the machines in Las Vegas so she could tithe
and began a journey of faith based on real
the winning to the Village and her church. Each
promises. It is the ones who embrace the
time she called for the request with her
mystery of the promises of God, and the Word,
“hopeful expectations.” I would tell her “I
who succeed and leave the Village with hope of
cannot pray that you win, but we
a future. It is the ones who accept our
would be honored by your financial
love, gain their faith in the true source
It is the ones who
investment in the life of others at the
of love who begin to find genuine
embrace the mystery
Village.” She never did send a gift, nor
hope.
of the promises of
do I know if she ever won. We all
God, and the Word,
know about hope: dinner to be ready
It is like the secret hidden behind the steel
who succeed and
on time, Dallas Cowboys will return to
plate; you don’t see the water that flows
leave the Village with
the Super Bowl, there is enough
from long distances into our holding tank
hope of a future.
gasoline in the car, a 401(K) will be
and then is pumped to the buildings. By
enough, etc. But that type of hope is not real
faith, we drink to taste and see, enjoy the
hope. Principalities and power of government,
refreshment of the free supply of life giving
corporations, and institutions have failed; peace
resources. Bathe in it, swim in it, drink from it,
treaties have failed; religious institutions and
there is more as needed.
leadership have failed us at times; our
automobile still ran out of gas; a child was
disappointed; as adults we have all experienced
a loss of hope.
One of the major obstacles to helping those
whom we serve is to restore, renew, and
acquaint them to real hope. Real hope is not
based upon “wishful” thinking or reasoning, it is
based upon real truth. Real hope is a fixed
expectation based on the promises of God in
His word. The three step process, like climbing
a ladder, starts with the word faith. The
world’s definition of hope carries the full
possibility of a doubt that it will occur. The
opposite of faith is not doubt, it is control.
Often those who need us still want to control
their own destiny, they are just in some dire
circumstance at the time of their need(s). But
we want them to drink of the water of faith and
see that real hope is based upon something
trustworthy. The “conviction of things not
seen” can come to pass with a restoration of
the years that have been devoured in the past
because of a trustworthy Savior who has a
history of promise keeping.
Hope develops as our faith enlarges from
hearing stories of those who were in despair

Over the years there are some who have
grasped the hope of a future, based on the
beginning of faith in their life as we just loved on
them unconditionally. A former prisoner and
drug addict who didn’t finish high school now
has a Master’s Degree and is a business manager
of a large hospital with 28 employees just in her
department; others have completed Master’s
Degrees; a former resident and a current
resident graduated from college this Spring:

one child who lived here is now a Doctor after a
tour of medical services in the Air Force; her
sister that was born while living here now resides
with her and is attending a University to become
a doctor; a high school student living here joined
the military and called us on New Year’s Eve to
greet us as he served in the Operation Iraqi
Freedom Campaign, he now is a fireman in a large
city; one young boy grew up to be a surgery
technician and was in the operating room saving
my life during heart surgery; some have become
school teachers; one has become an attorney;
another just retired from being a social worker
for years; one is a career member of the Navy
and currently is stationed in Hawaii. Just a few of
those to whom you, our contributors, have given
“a cup of cold water” during the past years.
Two years before finding this place now called
Restoration Village another disappointment
occurred as a piece of property that seemed
perfect for a residential facility didn’t come to
pass, due to a church veto of our potential
purchase. Five years of searching and then a “no”
by a church and I went into a season of “why and
doubts” of the vision. Those were the days of
honest doubt and yet the vision remained, by
faith, because we had previous words of promise.
It would be years before I understood those dark
days until I read a book by Christian Wiman, My
Bright Abyss, as he wrote: “Honest doubt,…is
marked by three qualities: humility, which makes
one’s attitude impossible to celebrate;
insufficiency, which makes it impossible to rest;
and mystery, which continues to tug you upward
– or at least outward – even in your lowest
moments.” (pg 76)
On April 7, l987 ( 2 years before RV) during that
time of doubt there was a verse that became a
promise and renewed hope that there was a place
of healing and hope which caused us
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to renew the search; Therefore thus says
the Lord, if you return (give up this
mistaken tone of distrust and despair),
then I will give you again a settled
place of quiet and safety, and you shall
be my minister; and if you cleanse your
own heart from unworthy suspicions
concerning my faithfulness, you shall be
as My mouthpiece. Let them return to
you – not you to the people.

And we desire each one of you to show
the same earnestness in realizing the
full assurance of hope until the end, so
that you may not be sluggish, but be
imitators of those who through faith
and by waiting inherit the promise.
(Hebrews 6:11-12)
An eighth of a mile north of the steel plate,
the water flows out of the ground, 55
degrees of cold, clear, refreshment. Thirsty
people, children having fun, wonderful
gushing sounds, wash off after a hot, dusty
day brush-hogging, a night time drinking hole
for the forest animals – a wonderful
metaphor of first faith, then hope, and just
love till grace produces.
Taste and see that He is good,

Village News
Ron and Beverly
Ron and Beverly Bowman have long been friends of
Restoration Village and the work at the Children’s
Advocacy Center. For many years we have had a
standing offer from them to take our residents out to
their stables and allow them to ride. So when we first
began to pursue the concept of having our own stables
A family is a group of people who eat the
and equine program here at Restoration Village, Ron
same thing for dinner. (Nora Ephron)
and Beverly were the first we contacted. Through
their encouragement, support and very generous
donation of Mel and Sage, we began our equine
Dinner Time
program in late April. Ron and Beverly continue to be
some of our biggest supporters and come each week in
order for our residents to have personal riding lessons This dining room is filled with the chit-chat of women,
laughter (and sometimes tears) of children, staff and
and learning experiences with the horses.
often guests every evening at 5:30 (except for Friday
and Saturdays) and Sundays at 1:00. Since the
inception of Restoration Village in June of 1989, it has
been our practice to have “family” mealtimes. We
have seen through the years the amazing significance
this simple ritual has made in the lives of our women
and children. Having the consistency of a mealtime
prayer, a variety of cuisines (from Mexican to Indian),
mealtime responsibilities and conversation has had a
lasting impact on all who have sat at our tables.
The first thing the world knew about Christians
was that they ate together.

Cherishing Children Dinner
Cherishing Children Dinner and Awards Presentation
featuring Michelle Knight is Thursday, September 17,
2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the John Q. Hammons Center,
Rogers. Tickets are $50.

Each year the CAC staff, community supporters, law
enforcement and others who work with victims of
child abuse are invited to hear an inspiring message
from a guest speaker. This year we welcome Michelle
Knight who will share her personal story of abuse
from her abduction in Cleveland to raise awareness.
This is a ticketed, fundraising event for the CAC. For
more information and to purchase tickets see: http://
www.cacbentonco.com/events/annual-dinner/

This Old House
Work has begun on the lodge exterior and will
continue as funding allows. Here is the first
completed side.

