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The world is a living parable of
God’s light which shatters
darkness.
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I Sit and Look Out
“I Sit and Look Out” is a powerful
poem by Walt Whitman. Some of
the first lines of each verse will give
you the gist of the poem, but it is the
last line that we all should reflect
upon. “I sit and look out upon the
sorrows of the world, and upon all
oppression and shame; I hear the
convulsive sobs of young men…; I see in
low life, the mother misused by her
children…; I see the wife misused by her
husband…; I see the workings of battle,
pestilence, tyranny…; I observe the slights
and degradations cast by arrogant person
upon laborers, the poor, and upon negroes,
and the like; All these – All the meanness
and agony without end, I sitting, look out
upon; See, hear, and am

silent.” (emphasis ours)
We are going on vacation. The
sand, surf and sea will be good for us
in our personal and spiritual lives. I
am taking on my E- reader a book
that I haven’t read since my college
days: The Horse and His Boy by
C.S. Lewis. A part of the motivation
is to read something “light” and to
remind me of why I liked this little
known book of his for over 50 years.
It just may be that years of

engagement with the disenfranchised,
the emotionally distraught, memories of
distressing life stories through the
years, the accumulation of involvement
as we serve abused and neglected little
children, along with the tragic events of
the past months have been
overwhelming as Restoration Village
does not see, hear, and be silent.
I answered a phone call from a former
resident who had a request that we
could fulfill for her. During the back and
forth phone calls to resolve the situation
we began to talk a little more about what
was happening in her life, since leaving the
Village. She shared where she was

living, her employment and she was
attempting to purchase her first ever
home. Eventually, she shared of her child
who was with her during her stay here.
Some mental illnesses began to manifest in
her life. After a lengthy stay at a hospital
for children, they diagnosed the daughter
with a serious mental illness and have since
institutionalized her in a youth mental
health facility. Hearing and knowing of

the situation burdened my soul as I
thought of how well their life together
was going and now this situation.

Village News
Aim for Advocacy
Ready, Get Set and Take Aim with us as we
work to provide food, shelter, and security to some
of the most vulnerable members of our community
who are in a crisis time of their lives!
Registration is open for our 1st Ever Sporting
Clays Fundraiser. We welcome shooters of all
experience levels and have morning and afternoon
flights available. Register at
restorationvillage.net/events/aim-foradvocacy/

Dinnertime
Like many of you, dinnertime is a special time at the
Village. Community meals provide residents with an
opportunity to connect with family and enjoy
fellowship with other residents. We are so grateful
to our community partners who enable us to
provide this experience through food
donations. Not one cent was spent from our
budget for this beautiful meal. Fresh fruit tray, fresh
veggie tray, “Silver Dollar City” succotash with
chicken, fresh squash, okra, corn, mushrooms and
lima bean soup. Southern at its best!
Thank you to the individuals, churches, and
organizations who support us.

The event will be held on Saturday, August 27.
Registration will open at 9:00 a.m. at
Gunsmoke Sporting Clays in Pea Ridge. Lunch
will be provided.

Please contact Cynthia Cochran at
cie@restorationvillage.net or 479-282-8386 to
learn more about event sponsorship and
registration.

Resident Success

Wish List
Gift cards to Wal-Mart, white laundry baskets, hair
conditioner, body wash, new twin blankets, box or
standing fans, 13 gallon kitchen trash bags, and 4
gallon bathroom trash bags.
We deeply appreciate your gift of in-kind donations.
The complete list of needs can be viewed at any
time on our website: restorationvillage.net/needslist/

William Shakespeare once said that, “We know
what we are, but know not what we may be.” Each
day at the Village presents an opportunity for
residents to explore what they may be. A resident
who we will call Kelly had been unable to find and
keep a job prior to living at the Village. After a
period of time, working with the advocate and
attending counseling, she began to tear down the
walls that she had maintained for so many
years. She was able to find employment and has
since been promoted to a position with greater
reasonability in the organization. With support and
encouragement she has begun to see what she may
become and the success that can be achieved.

Facebook
We hope you enjoy our monthly newsletter, we
appreciate the opportunity to share in more detail
the great work being done at the Village. The
newsletter is just one of many ways to stay
connected with us, we post stories, current Village
highlights, and more weekly via Facebook and
Twitter. Like me, some of you may have noticed
that Restoration Village is no longer showing up in
your News Feed, it’s not you….it’s
Facebook! They have changed their News Feed
algorithms again! Not to worry, with a few easy
steps, you can once again enjoy all the great posts
from us.
Update your News Feed page preference by
following 2 steps:
Visit our Facebook page
If you have already “Liked” our page, hover
over the RSS button and check off the
“See First” option. (You have to “Like”
our page before you can check “See
First.”)
Bonus:
If you would like to opt-in to receive notifications
every time there is a post on Restoration Village’s
Facebook page, just check off “All On” for
Notifications under the same section.
If you haven’t added Restoration Village to the list
of groups you follow via your favorite social media
outlets, you can follow us on Twitter @Restoringhop89 and like us on Facebook by
searching for Restoration Village.

Contributions
How to Donate:
Online: http://restorationvillage.net/donate/
Mail: 2215 Little Flock Drive, Little Flock, AR 72756
Shop: Smile Link: https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/71-0684644

Fo

Child Advocacy Program
Thank you to the United Way of Northwest
Arkansas for selecting Restoration Village as one
of 18 grant recipients to receive funding through
the First Step Funding Program. We are thrilled
to be a part of the initiative to move children in
Northwest Arkansas out of poverty. We want
you to be a part of the movement, contact
Cynthia Cochran, cie@restortionvillage.net to
learn how you can support the child advocacy
program.

Aim For Advocacy Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor:
Dr. Jeff Wisener, DDS, PA
Restoring Sponsor:
Twelve Stones Ranch
Outdoor Cap
Professional Bull Riders, LLC
Renewing Sponsor:
Bobby & Margie Martin
Rebuilding Sponsor:
Dr. John Mertz, Mercy Orthopedic Surgery
In-Kind Donations
Advantage Solutions
Winchester
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It is one a.m. and I am sitting in the car outside
of the Emergency Room waiting for a young
unmarried pregnant woman to be discharged
from another round of IV antibiotics to combat
her severe kidney malfunction. Except for the
emergency personnel and a light on at the all
night convenience store, I felt pretty alone and
wished I was home asleep. Lord, it is enough
that she is pregnant with no home of her own,
but the illness is causing such distress to the
baby and her. “Why?”

know what it felt like.”
Shasta turned her thinking towards the injury
and the physical pain of the other and asks:
“Will no more harm come to her because of
what I did?”

Aslan’s answer is what we all need to hear!
“Child, I am telling you, your story, not
hers. No one is told any story but
their own.”

I am rereading the book because I am
While waiting, I cruised through
always attempting to understand the
yesterday’s paper several times regarding
“Child, I am
chaos, pains and reasons for other
the events in Dallas, Baton Rouge, and
telling you, your people’s situation. I need to
Nice, France just adding fuel to the
story, not hers. remember that God does not
concept of these are dark days for sure. No one is told have to clue me in on any story
any story but but my own.
I have some friends who are battling
their own.”
cancer, know of another in ICU, and I
was truly feeling the pain for others. I
I do not have to explain or attempt to
kept saying, “We are going on vacation soon
answer the “Why” to these dear people I
and will get the ‘Why?’ behind me for a week.”
have come to care about and am involved
That is when I thought of The Horse and His
Boy. Through the novel there is an answer that I
think should be memorized and put on a plaque
over the doors of a church and a funeral home.
The story is of two slaves, Shasta and Avaris who
are riding talking horses to the Land of Narnia.
Together they are escaping from their slavery and,
well no spoiler alert regarding the other issue.
During their journey they come upon near disasters
and each time they are rescued by the intervention
of a Lion. During one of those rescues, Avaris is
injured by the paw of the Lion, not fatally, but
leaving deep scars.
Upon arriving in Narnia they discover that the Lion
has a name, Aslan, and He has been their protector
through their whole journey. Shasta asks a probing
question about the scars and wounds. The Lion
which represents Jesus in the stories, answers:
“The scratches on your back, tear for tear, throb
for throb, blood for blood were equal to the stripes
on the back of your stepmother’s slave because of
the drugged sleep you cast upon her. You needed to

in their lives. This accursed world can only
be told by the Protector. He only tells me
my story.
So I pray for these about which I know. I
read the headlines and search for the
goodness and kindness of the responders
to tragedy. I get goosebumps as I read of
the church members of the Charlotte
church shooting forgive the perpetrator. I
trust Him, especially when it comes to
others.
I am going to restate the reminder:
listening to Him will continue to
unfold my story and that ring for
others is a sign that I can love, care,
and offer help, but I do not have to
rewrite their life story.
I do not “see, hear, and am silent.”

