APRIL 2017

When a guest enters, Christ enters.
Sign at a Benedictine Monastery

Executive Directors:
David and Beverly Engle
Board of Directors:
Gary Anderson
Kelsey Baldwin
Bonnie Bridges
Guy Cable
Juan Carlos Segura
Steve Culpepper
Marty Parkhurst
Robyn Staggs
Natalie Tibbs
Advisory Board:
Sr. Lisa Atkins
Nancy Trammel
Board Emeritus:
Bill Gillingham, PhD (ret.)
Tom Hatley, ThD
Richard Knight, MD
Robert D. Ryan

Like us on
Facebook

Follow us
@RestoringHope89
RestorationVillage.net
2215 Little Flock Drive
Rogers, AR 72756

Apri

Breaking Bread Together = Relationship
We did not know what the results would
be, but we had to attempt something and
leave the outcome to God. On a
Thursday night in the summer of 2014,
with the help of First National Bank NWA
and their volunteers cooking on a large
portable charcoal grill, our venture of
trying to form relationships at a local
housing project of 80 units began. We
handed out flyers, put posters in the
lobby, and prayed that someone would
come eat in acceptance of our invitation.
There were tenants of the building in the
parking lot when we arrived, mostly
children observing our activity. The
sudden bustle of people drew the children
closer, and out of curiosity they began
asking us what we were doing. We were
bewildered by the response of the
children as we announced that the food
was ready, “Come on and enjoy!” They
lined up, without pushing, shoving, or
cutting in line, and awaited their turn to
receive the meal. The quiet chatter and
mannerly behavior of the children
surprised all of us serving that night.
Some of the children were shy and
withdrawn and our first verbal encounter
was when the child was asked: “Would
you like some cheese with your burger?”
Or “How about some lettuce, tomato,
and pickles?” At the end of the food line,

we had a mixture of fruits: apples, oranges,
and bananas. It was surprising to us that the
fruit was more coveted by the children than
the brownies. After asking a few of them as
to their selection choices, it was apparent
that some of them had never eaten an orange
or an apple. They allowed me to peel open
an orange and offer a slice, and they would
taste. They decided those oranges were
pretty good!
That night we had to coax many of the
curious adults to come down and get some
dinner. I think they may have wondered
what the catch was or what we were going
to request of them. At the end of the
evening we walked around the housing
property and gave the remaining fruit to the
adults on the ground floor and thanked them
for allowing us to come and visit. There
were other adults who still didn’t trust us
enough to come down from the upper levels,
but we engaged them with a game of catch as
we threw up some apples and oranges. They
joyfully accepted the tossed gifts.
Months before that night, Beverly had
participated in a series of meetings where she
had heard of the many times the police were
called to this area because of the violence,
sex trafficking, alleged child abuse, drug
usage, and other disturbances. She felt
compelled that there was an urgent need “to
go and establish a relationship in the
particular area.”

Village News
Aim for Advocacy

Spring is here and that means it is time to save the
date for the 2nd Annual AIM for Advocacy
Sporting Clays Fundraiser benefiting
Restoration Village. Make plans now to join
us on August 26, 2017 at the new venue,
Spring Valley Anglers Rod and Gun Club in
Gravette, Arkansas. Last years’ event was a great
success and we look forward to an even bigger
event this year. The atmosphere and ambience at
Spring Valley, coupled with the challenge of the 10
stations and helping Restoration Village serve others
will start your fall season off with a “Bang!” Contact
Cie Cochran, cie@restorationvillage.net to find out
how you or your company can be an event sponsor.

Join fellow Arkansans’ and support Restoration
Village on April 6, 2017 for Arkansas Gives Day.
Visit https://www.arkansasgives.org/organizations/
restoration-village between 8 a.m. 8 p.m. to make
your tax deductible gift. During this one-day event
each donation you make to Restoration Village using
the link above will be increased by a percentage of a
pool of additional bonus dollars.
The Arkansas Community Foundation will also
provide additional cash prizes to the nonprofit
organizations that raise the most money and recruit
the most individual donors. One day, One Click,
One tremendous difference in the lives of
women and children in need!

Board Member Spotlight
Gary Anderson joined the board in February,
however, his service to the Village began several
years ago. After being involved along with other
members of his church in remodeling restrooms,
improving interior lighting, installing a security
system, connecting heat/air in two offices, and
building a work room, he had spent a lot of time at
the Village. Having done so, he developed a deep
appreciation for the work that we do at the Village
and he was honored to be asked to serve on the
board. We are thankful for the service that Gary
has provided to the Village over the years and we
look forward to his contributions as a member of
the Board of Directors.

Community Outreach

Food Pantry Update

The Village has been blessed with many
opportunities to work with friends and community
partners to help those in need over the past 28
years. We have shared in previous newsletters a
little about the outreach work we have done in
the community. For almost two years we have
worked with local churches and civic groups on a
weekly basis to prepare and serve hot meals to
those in need. On one of those evening
occasions, the Mayor of Rogers, Honorable Greg
Hines, came to serve in the food line, learn of
what is being done to help, and just be who he is
to our community, a servant leader. He shared
with me that evening that he can serve because “I
have no higher ambition than to be the Mayor and
my leading this City has no concern for political
correctness, it is about all the citizens and what is
right for Rogers.”

We asked and you answered; we are incredibly
grateful to everyone who answered our call for
pantry items. Several churches, individuals, and
civic groups responded to our need, we are
particularly grateful for the enthusiastic response
from a group of local school children and their
advisor. Our thanks and appreciation go out
to the students of Lingle Middle School,
Rogers, Arkansas for gathering over 5,000
cans and boxes of food for us to restock the
pantry. An added blessing was that we could
share some of the food with the families we serve
during our weekly community outreach.

Lingle Middle School students

We would like to thank Mayor Hines and all those who
have joined us to provide a warm meal, listening ear,
and moral support to those who need it most in our
community.
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The first Community Connections team - July 2014

Continued from Page 1
During the next visit to the housing area, we took
The saddest part is the life stories that have been
children’s books, clothing, toiletries, along with
shared with us regarding the circumstances that
another hot meal. There were volunteers who played
have brought these individuals and families to this
games with the children and drew pictures on the
complex. Some of the tenants have felonies
cement with sidewalk chalk. This time, more adults
which have prevented them from securing
came out and joined us for the meal and some of them
employment or more reasonable living quarters.
asked for a second plate that they could take back to
Some of the adults tell us they haven’t had much
their rooms. The first real relationship building was
to eat since we were there a week ago, because
with the children, discussing back to school, the
their whole paycheck went to pay for the room
selection of the books that we had brought for them,
rental. We’ve visited some of the rooms and
and about participating in the games and picture
have discovered that as many as 12 to 15
drawing that took place that evening. It wasn’t long
occupants may be sleeping on the floor in a single
until the decision was made that we would start
room. The tenants pay an exorbitant price for
visiting the complex monthly instead of quarterly. We
weekly rent only to live in such a rundown
began to learn the tenants by name. Visit by
building. The overshadowing question
Visit by visit looms, “Where else can they go, but here?”
visit they came to trust us, realizing we wanted
nothing in return. We listened to their life
they came to
stories, we heard their struggles, we broke
At a recent community meeting, we learned
trust us,
bread together, we began to have a
from a Rogers Police Officer that since the
realizing we
relationship with them and some started to
wanted nothing weekly outreach program began, “…. the
ask us for further assistance.
calls for police have dropped dramatically.”
in return.
The Children’s Advocacy Center joined the
This past summer, with the assistance of the
conversation with “We haven’t had a
Roger’s School District and lunch program, a meal was
hotline call to interview a child from that complex
provided every day to the children living at the
in months. We used to get them monthly.”
complex. There are now multiple church groups
and other civic organizations who take turns
We have observed and can confirm that it is not
every Thursday night to provide a hot meal and
programs that create change, it is the
other basic provisions including toiletries and
relationship that creates change. To those who
new clothing. The outreach program to the tenants
have walked or walk in the valley of despair and
of this complex is now being driven by the Mercy
hopelessness and are trapped in the system of
Health Community Health Subcommittee. Mercy
bureaucracy and programs that fail to bring
began their involvement over two years ago by
solidarity to the individual or to reunite them to
providing their mobile health unit to offer flu shots and
the whole of society; we offer spiritual truth,
other needed healthcare to the tenants. A
mercy, and wholeness that creates an intimacy of
representative of Camp War Eagle has come out
grace that accepts them just as they are.
multiple nights to sign up the children for a free week
of summer camp. Some of the families have received
Only by “creating a better life can a better system
financial support to get automobiles repaired, and
be developed,” says Victor Havel, “because
some have even been able to secure their own
political systems do not create a better life.”
apartment or house. Some of the tenants with more
Actions and service change lives.
severe health issues have been referred to medical
associates to have their needs addressed. One church
The Relationship wins, not sermons or
arranged for each living unit to receive a crockpot and
rhetoric.
a bag of easily prepared crockpot meals. Another
church brings their portable stage and plays music
during the meal. A local youth pastor put on a display
of magic that mesmerized the children and entertained
the adults. The program is creating
relationships.

