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There is a story about two businessmen conversing
as they walked into their office building when they
were approached by a pan-handler. One of the
businessmen pulled a five dollar bill out of his
pocket and handed it to the panhandler while the
other man looked on with a skeptical and perplexed
look. When the panhandler was gone, he said:
“Why did you give him five dollars? You know he is
just going to drink it up.” April
To which
the other man
2014
replied: “And if I didn’t give him five dollars, are you
telling me that he would go on to become a brain
surgeon?”
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How to Become More Human

M

onday, May 1, 1921 in Tulsa,
Oklahoma the worst race riot in
American history occurred. Thirty-five
blocks of the Greenwood District
(known as “The Black Wall Street”) was
destroyed by fire, 800 people were
treated at hospitals, and according to
the Historical Society close to 300 were
killed. History records that it started as
a result of an encounter between two
people of different ethnic origins, and
the people and the press implied that
there may have been “an assault.” No
charges were ever brought or filed, but
the riot occurred anyway. A sad
commentary about that tragic piece of
history is that my wife and I were raised
in Tulsa and neither of us knew about
the race riots until the past few years.

In the trial depicted in the book To Kill a
Mockingbird, Tom Robinson, a black man
falsely accused of raping a white woman
was asked why he had approached the
white woman. His response of “I felt
sorry for her” was, despite the facts, to
be his doom to an all white jury. For a
black man to have pity (feel sorrow) for
a white woman was just not supportable

as that just might mean that “blacks” were
humans and had a virtue that the people of
the courtroom did not themselves possess
within themselves.
On November 14, 1960, my freshman year
in college, another event occurred that was
to impact me as I followed the event in the
newspapers and on the evening television
news. It was an eventful day and the
outcome was to change history and
became an exemplar of what I wanted to
be and what we all should want to be.
A United States Federal Judge ordered that
four little black girls were to attend Frantz
School, an all white elementary school in
New Orleans, Louisiana. On that
memorable day, the only black girl to be
escorted to the school by federal marshals
was six year old Ruby Bridges. The white
parents did not send their children to
school and as the automobile with Ruby
and the marshals arrived at the school they
were met by a mob of parents with picket
signs and vulgar shouting at this little child
and her mother. The police of New
Orleans refused to protect her from the
protestors and the marshals were her only
defense. Ruby was escorted into the
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another 40 years of service to mommies and
babies as Restoration Village looks to the future
and the sustainability of a life challenging
opportunity to those in a crisis time of their lives.
Commitments have been made to contractors
and it is full steam ahead. We would appreciate
any financial aid above and beyond normal
unselfish and compassionate giving as the care
and services rendered to those to whom we
serve is the first priority at all times.

The pot hole and settling of the drive as a
result of the snow and ice this past winter
show the need to pave the driveway.

PLANS ARE BEING FORMULATED FOR
RESTORATION VILLAGE’S 25TH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION in the month of
June 2014. The Board of Directors and planning
committee have chosen a Western Theme and
intend to center the day around family fun, tour
of all facilities, and of course good food and
fellowship. There will be more details in the next
newsletter. At press time the date is either June
21 or June 27.
Part of the planning in preparation of this
anniversary includes the completion of some 25
years of needed repairs: the completion of the
circular drive-way on the west side, asphalt
paving, $12,000.00; all new guttering on the barn
and main lodge, $4,400.00; new cabinets in the
dining room, $17,000.00, and the full restoration
and refurbishing of the library chapel (completion
sometime in April and is fully paid already). It
was over 40 years ago since cabinets, gutters, and
a gravel driveway were installed and the repairs
and replacements will be an investment towards

The final stage of the electrical work
in the chapel/library is being finished
on the dual bathrooms and sheetrock and fixtures begin the next
week.

The eagle carving from a piece of
driftwood mentioned in the newsletter
portion on page 4.

IT IS THAT TIME AGAIN AND WE INVITE
YOU TO PARTICIPATE!!! The 14th annual
Glow Run 5k and 1-Mile Fun Walk will be
held on April 18 in downtown Rogers,
Arkansas. This annual event has become even
more fun for the participants as it is a glow in
the dark run, walk and Super Hero dash and
the activities are wonderful. The Children’s
Advocacy Center of Benton County is the
recipient of the proceeds and is crucial to
their budget each year. For the t-shirt, the
participants gift bag, and for the fun it is more
than a bargain and serves over 650 children
per year during a most difficult situation. To
all Village readers we encourage you to join
us in the army of those who are giving
children their voice. You can get more
information at http://www.cacbentonco.com/
events/cherishing-children-5k-glow-run-and-1
-mile-fun-walk/
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Norman Rockwell’s painting of Ruby
Bridges marching into the school,
surrounded by marshals, depict her
totally ignoring the tomatoes thrown
at her.

Take note of our new logo on the
cover. Two of our branding elements
were combined into one color logo.
Let us know what you think.
Like Restoration Village on Facebook

“Simul instus et peccator”- or as Martin Luther
would say, we are all simultaneously a saint and
a sinner. Somewhere I picked up the idea that
loving another is in fact the only real way to
love myself. A characteristic of evaluating
others is to observe the mannerisms of how
they do or don’t extend kindness to another.
One of the “action” gifts that we can give to
those we encounter is kindness. Despite being
One morning Mrs. Henry was observing the
a saint and a sinner (sure beats fooling myself
entrance of the escorted Ruby Bridges into the
about self-righteousness) is to choose to be
school by the marshals, observing the taunts
kind. The piece of drift wood (view on page 3),
and cruelty of the protestors and saw that Ruby
carved by a physically and mentally challenged
had paused and it looked as if she was talking
adult, intended to be an eagle, is a cherished
directly to them. Mrs. Henry asked her when
piece of the Village collection of memorabilia.
she arrived in the classroom what she had said
For years I would make my way to the pew
to the protestors. Ruby told them she wasn’t
where that man and his wife sat to shake his
talking to them, she was praying for them. She
hand, talk with him, invited them to lunch at the
prayed in the mornings and the afternoon as
Village and befriended him and his
she left the school for them. Mrs.
family. What he looked like, his
Bridges after further questioning
“Somewhere I picked mannerisms, his voice reflections were
reports that Ruby told her that she
up the idea that
prayed for them because the preacher loving another is in unimportant to me – he was a human
being, created in the image of God.
of her church had said: “Well,
fact the only real way The statue was a token of his
especially it should be me. Because,.
to love myself.”
appreciation for friendship. It means a
…the minister said that Jesus went
lot to me.
through a lot of trouble, and he said
Continued from Page 1
school, was met by her teacher, Barbara Henry,
and was taken to her classroom. During the
course of the whole year there was no other
student in Mrs. Henry’s classroom. Many of the
students did not return to that school that
year.

about the people who were causing the
trouble, ‘Forgive them, because they don’t
know what they are doing.’”

Ruby’s prayer went like this: “Please God, try
to forgive these people. Because if they say
those bad things, they don’t know what they
are doing. So You could forgive them, just like
you did those folks long time ago when they
said terrible things about you.”
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, gentleness and
patience (Colossians 3:12).
Love your enemies, do good…because
God is kind to the ungrateful and wicked
(Luke 6:35 NIV).

He causes the sun to rise on the evil and
the good… God’s kindness leads to
repentance (Matthew 5:45 & Romans 2:4).

The race riot of Tulsa was because of hate, not
kindness or understanding. Ruby Bridges was
taunted and alienated, but rather than
retaliating, she prayed for her enemies. And the
trial of Tom Robinson is an example that we
might be falsely accused for “taking pity“ on
another. To become more human, try some
kindness! Kindness eventually will sprout into
empathy. Your kindness and developing
empathy will eventually diminish bias, prejudice,
and the self-emulating feelings of superiority.
Kindness is the antidote to: selfishness, hostility,
indifference and legalism.
Kindness doesn’t cost you anything – it costs
you everything!

