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Late in the afternoon, since it was the Day of Preparation (Sabbath eve) Joseph of Arimathea, a
highly respected member of the Jewish Council, came. Working up his courage, he went to Pilate
and asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate questioned whether he could be dead … assured by the captain of
the guard that he was dead, gave Joseph the corpse. Having already purchased a linen shroud,
Joseph took him down, wrapped him in the shroud, placed him in a tomb that had been cut into the
rock, a rolled a stone across the opening. (Mark 15: 42-46, The Message)

WHEN GOD COULD USE OUR HELP:
TAKING THE CRUCIFIED DOWN FROM THE CROSS

In

the best-selling biography, Steve Jobs, the author recounts an incident when as a thirteenyear-old boy, Jobs was distressed by a photograph in a l968 issue of Life magazine. The picture was
of a pair of starving children in Biafra, Africa who were suffering because of the famine there. Jobs
was disturbed by the tragedy and went to his Lutheran pastor for some help. Jobs held up one finger
and asked, “Did God know I would hold up this finger before I did?” The pastor said, “Yes, God
knows everything.” Then Jobs showed him the Life cover photo and asked, “Well does God know
about this and what’s going to happen to those children?” The pastor replied, “Steve, I know you
don’t understand, but yes, God knew about this.” That was as far as the discussion went and no
apologetics or reasoning was given. Jobs announced that he didn’t want anything to do with
worshipping such a God, and he never went back to church. (William Isaacson, Steve Jobs; New
York: Simon and Schuster, 2011, p14-15.)

“Well does
God know
about this
and what’s
going to
happen to
those
children?”

The last battle of the American Indian Wars occurred on December 29, 1890 near Wounded Knee
Creek on the Lakota Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. The U.S. Government had
continued to take the lands of the Lakota Tribe, despite “Treaty promises” and there was mounting
unrest on the reservation. During that same time period a Paiute prophet named Wovoka had a
vision that the Christian Messiah, Jesus Christ had returned to earth as a
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return in abundance, the ghosts of the ancestors would return, and all would 2215 Little Flock Dr.
Little Flock, Arkansas 72756
live in peace. Part of the military’s hope was to quell the “Messiah Craze”
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a result of the Army attempting to take a rifle away from a deaf Native
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American named Black Coyote whom did not understand the instructions to
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surrender his rifle. A scuffle broke out between Black Coyote and two
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soldiers, a shot went off and the soldiers panicked and started to fire
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indiscriminately upon the mostly unarmed tribesmen. The soldiers chased
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tribesmen, women and children for up to two miles killing them and leaving
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the bodies on the frozen prairie.
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Black Elk (1863-1950), medicine man of the Lakota said: “I did not know
then how much was ended. When I look back from this high hill of my old
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age, I can still see the butchered women and children lying heaped and scattered along the crooked
gulch as plain as when I saw them with eyes young. And I can see that something else died there in
the bloody mud, and was buried in the blizzard. A people’s dream died there. It was a beautiful
dream … the nation’s hoop is broken and scattered. There is no center any longer, and the sacred tree
is dead.”

“Your
suffering of
disgrace is
only increased
when others
force your
silence.”

On May 24, l911, in Okfuskee County Oklahoma, two African Americans were hung by a lynch mob
from a bridge over the North Canadian River. At that lynching was Woody Guthrie’s father,
Charley, a member of the Ku Klux Klan and district court clerk and an under–sheriff. I have no
desire to share the details of the arrest, the atrocities by the mob that eventually partook in the
hanging, as it was more than I wanted to know. I do know that I drove over that bridge many times
in my Boy Scout executive days and knew nothing of the history of Oklahoma lynchings. I do know
that Woody Guthrie memorialized this tragedy in at least three of his songs.
One black journal wrote and lamented of the incident: “Oh! Where is the Christian spirit we hear so
much about – What will the good citizens do to apprehend these mobs- Wait we shall see- Comment
is unnecessary. Such a crime is simply Hell on Earth. No excuse can be set forth to justify the act.”
Last year Restoration Village and the Children’s Advocacy Center hosted a somber prayer vigil for
the eleventh child that had died as a result of abuse in our county since January 1, 2000. There is no
excuse for that tragic death. Last year in our county alone, there were 432 confirmed child abuse
cases. Even those confirmed abuse cases are examples of the senseless effect of not protecting the
defenseless. As Lindsey and Justin Holcomb wrote in their book Rid of My Disgrace: Hope and
Healing for Victims of Sexual Assault: Disgrace destroys, causes pain, deforms, and wounds. It
alienates and isolates. Disgrace makes you feel worthless, rejected, unwanted and repulsive, like a
persona non grata (person without grace), disgrace silences and shuns. Your suffering of disgrace is
only increased when others force your silence.”
One of the great theologians of the twentieth century J.B. Metz emphasized that when we proclaim
the message of Resurrection “we must not silence the cry of the Crucified” – otherwise instead of a
Christian theology of Resurrection we offer a shallow “myth of victory.” I think of Steve Job’s
question to his pastor and ponder: bombs in Boston at the marathon, bombing of Villages in far away
countries and calling it casualties of war, and the continual neglect (especially by churches and
denominations) to “end abuse to children” and wonder when are we going to see that a victim is our
victim? When are we going to be like Joseph of Arimathea and take the victim down off the cross of
death in anticipation of a resurrection?
Rowan Williams (recently retired Archbishop of Canterbury) writes: “The preaching of the
resurrection, as we have seen, is not addressed to an abstract audience: the victim involved is the
victim of the hearers. We are, insistently and relentlessly, in Jerusalem, confronted therefore with a
victim who is our victim. When we make victims, when we embark on condemnation, exclusion,
violence, the diminution or oppression of anyone, when we set ourselves up as judges, we are
exposed to judgment (as Jesus himself asserts in Matthew 7:1-2) and we turn away from salvation. To
hear the good news of salvation, to be converted, is to turn back to the condemned and rejected,
acknowledging that there is hope nowhere else.” (Rowan Williams, Resurrection;
May you be one who like Joseph comes to face the Pilates of this world with courage, and begin “to
take the crucified down from the cross” and enter into their stories, choosing to answer the hard
questions of “where is God?” We can say that “God is reconciling the world to himself and we are
ambassadors of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5: 18-20) and our victim has come back from the dead
and is looking to us to be His ambassador. We are to present the good news and take the victims
down from the cross.
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Village News
April came in more “like a lion” as the activities were multiple:
March ended with a visit from Girl Scout Troop 5165 from Bella Vista,
Arkansas and they not only brought us some needed supplies, but lots of
“Girl Scout Cookies” that the children at the Village enjoyed all month.

The Village annual Spring egg
hunt and festival was
conducted at Little Flock City
Park, hosted by Club
Marketing (doing the cooking)
and the Junior Baseball Team,
“Wild Hawgs.” Plenty of plastic
eggs stuffed with candies and
prizes, great food from the grill,
and the weather was awesome.

PINWHEELS, EACH ONE REPRESENTING A CONFIRMED CHILD ABUSE CASE IN BENTON
COUNTY, WERE PLACED AT SIX LOCATIONS THIS YEAR: Police Departments at Rogers,
Bentonville, Bella Vista, Little Flock, Pea Ridge and the Benton County Sheriff’s Office. Chief Jesse
Martinez is shown placing one of 432 pinwheels at the Little Flock Department. The Annual Child
Abuse Prevention Month kick-off at Dave Peel Park in Bentonville included a special music
presentation by the 1-5th graders of First Baptist Christian School of Rogers, Arkansas.
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AND IN BETWEEN ALL OF THOSE ACTIVITIES HOME DEPOT employees volunteered of their
own time to help renovate the commons room of the main lodge at the Village. Their enthusiasm,
diligence at completing the project, and never “a discouraging word” when obstacles presented
themselves were an inspiration to all. The adults and children that are in residence were overwhelmed
at the beauty of the finished room and made the inconvenience of the project so worth it! WE ARE
GRATEFUL!

ONE OF OUR READERS E-MAILED US AND SUGGESTED THAT WE INVITE YOU TO LOOK
IN DESK DRAWERS OR PURSES AND SEND Restoration Village any of those gift cards that still
might have a balance left on them. The cards would be of benefit to a resident and/or the Village.
THERE ARE NO PICTURES IN TIME FOR THE NEWSLETTER, but the Junior League of
Northwest Arkansas has begun the process of redecorating all of the remaining bedrooms at the main
lodge with the painting of four rooms. The plan is to start now, take a break in May and then finish in
June. We will update you next month.
JUNE OF 2013 IS THE 24TH ANNIVERSARY OF RESTORATION VILLAGE. We are considering
the various ways to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Village in 2014. The Village has a remarkable
history, a journey of faith along with you that has offered so many mommies and babies a chance. We
are grateful for your support through the years and anticipate the anniversary next year of what God has
wrought through the years.
AND IT WOULDN’T BE SPRINGTIME IF THE
CHAMPIONS FOR CHRIST, LADY ATHLETES OF
JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY DIDN’T COME
THROW A SPRING FLING FOR OUR RESIDENTS!
This year the Lady Eagles soccer team of JBU came
and spent a Sunday afternoon with games, activities,
pizza and their ever present smiles and congeniality.
Thanks ladies for pausing when you were studying for
final exams and making our day much brighter.

