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God receives none but those who are forsaken, restores health to none but those who are sick, gives sight to none
but the blind, and life to none but the dead. He does not give saintliness to any but sinners, nor wisdom to any but
fools, In short: He has mercy on none but the wretched and gives grace to none but those who are in disgrace.
Therefore no arrogant saint, or just or wise man can be material for God, neither can he do the work of God, but
he remains confined within his own work and makes of himself a fictitious, ostensible, false, and deceitful saint,
that is a hypocrite. Martin Luther
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eorge Orwell in his book, The Road to Wigan Pier concluded a passage with “…the real
secret of class distinctions,” the “impassable barrier” between us, can be “summed up in four
frightful words”: “The lower classes smell.”
More often than not there is a standard from many sources that wants to know and have
documented an “Outcome Based Results” of clients and services that are provided by nonprofit
organizations. During the years Restoration Village has kept a tracking system to the best of our
ability of “what happened to former residents?” The years have also taught us by experience that
we do not know what an “Outcome Result” may be, has become, nor can we give statistics that
project that anything will or has had an expected return on the investments of time, money, program
or staff relationships with those to whom we serve.
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A message came months ago to the Village that reads: “It has been years since me and my
daughter ____, and my new born ____ stayed with you. It was not the right place for me as I had
difficulty with authority and I was not a clean person to say the least. We are doing great now and
in a permanent home. I am attending (church) in (town) and working hard
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in therapy. The Village was not for me but everyone I know, I tell them it
2215 Little Flock Dr.
is the best place to go. I respect few people, but you forever hold my
Little Flock, Arkansas 72756
respect. Check out the pictures of the kids and know that I pray daily for
(479) 631-7345
you and the ladies and children.”
During the past months we have been approached twice by people while we
were out eating in a restaurant. The first was a young man that interrupted us
with a rhetorical question of: “Do you remember me?” After he said his name
the memories came forth of his years at the Village as a young child. He
introduced us to his wife, his young son and told us of his occupation and how
life has become over the years since he lived at Restoration Village. We knew
of the other situations with most of his family and the struggles and challenges
they have encountered. To learn and hear of his particular success was a
wonderful conclusion to an evening out.
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At another dining experience just a few months ago a lady came over to our table and asked almost
the same question when she said, “Hi, I’m _____, do you remember me?” She and her child had
stayed at Restoration Village for a period of six months as a result of a severe abusive situation.
After she left the Village she went back to the state she had lived prior to residency at the Village and
resolved all the legal issues and divorced the abuser (according to her he is now in prison). She
reintroduced us to her son, her new husband and their young daughter. She returned to our table
three times during that luncheon to say “thank you for the Village.” Our ability to track her
“outcome” was lost over the years because she went back to her former home area in another state.
She came back to Arkansas because she likes living here. Her outcome was 12 years before we knew
what happened and rejoiced with her over her new life.

Jesus encounters
many people ...,
and he met their
need, but we do
not know the
outcome of
those
encounters.

It was a cold day and wet day of mixed rain and sleet as I passed through an intersection on the way
to the store. Peripheral vision caught an image of someone semi-slumped to avoid the sleet and rain
holding a sign and I slowed to read the sign that said: “Pregnant and scared. Need help with rent.
Anything helps. God bless.” I crossed the street, turned the car around, re-crossed the street and
found a place to park the car and got out and walked over to her. My first words of introduction
were: “Ma’am, tell me your story please.” Eventually I got her to enter the automobile to warm up,
told her about Restoration Village and the services it provides. She didn’t need the residency at that
moment in time, but I did give her the monies to finish paying for her rent that month, made sure she
was warmed up, and paid her a little extra for the sign. I gave her the phone number and first names
of the staff at the Village and told her to call one of them if she “really wanted some help or advice.”
She cried a lot and said “thank you” multiple times, and that is all I know of the encounter at this
time.
The message of all these stories is the same as in the first four chapters of the New Testament. Jesus
encounters many people in need of healing, deliverance, forgiveness, or something to eat, and he met
their need, but we do not know the outcome of those encounters. To serve someone in need at the
moment of their need will be an act of love, an act of kindness, an act of hospitality, a response to
another that says “at this moment I am involved in your reality, accepting you and affirming you, not
ignoring you, expecting nothing in return from you.”
Jean Vanier writes it so well: “Communion means accepting people just as they are, with their limits
and inner pain, but with their gifts and beauty and their capacity to grow: to see the beauty inside all
of the pain.” Vanier writes that “…being loved precedes our being healed” and “we meet God not so
much in our wealth and strength but in our poverty and weakness” (Brokenness to Community).
After many years I have realized the truth that I can only love another when I fully know that:
“Hereby perceive we the love of God because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren. But whoever hath this world’s good, and see his brother in need and shuts
up his emotions of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? (I John 3:16, 17) A
life was given for me, and I can in gratitude do the same because of His strength, not mine. To not
do compassion is to not know or acknowledge at my deepest level His love towards and for me.
If I know that I am loved, for all my flaws, transgressions, idiosyncrasies, hypocrisies, faults, and
propensity to really screw some things up, then I can love another not because I am a superpower,
but because I know that God’s heart is in love with every human being. Being loved creates an
environment inside a person by which works of love take place naturally. Loving is born from being
loved. Being moved to do loving service to others comes from being moved by the completed work
of Jesus for us. It is grace that affirms love, not law.
We do what we do, not for results, not for people’s admiration, but because we know we are loved.
We extend a gift of service to one in need and leave the results to God.
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Village News
THE WOODS ARE SNOWY DARK AND DEEP
AND I HAVE MILES TO GO BEFORE I
SLEEP
MILES TO GO BEFORE I SLEEP.
I thought of those lines in Robert Frost’s poem
as Beverly drove up the hill during a snowy
morning to staff meeting.
The work of serving others will go on despite the
beautiful weather.

ACTIVITIES DURING THE COMING
MONTHS INCLUDE:
March 15th: Groundbreaking of the National
Child Protection Training Center at Northwest
Arkansas Community College. 10:30 A.M. till
11:30 A.M. This event is a milestone and will
become only the second Child Protection Center in
the world. A memorable day.

March 10th: Set your clocks forward one hour. This is one of my least favorite days of a year.
March 28th: Work begins with painting of the commons area at the main lodge. Crews have
volunteered to paint the room, strip up the old carpet, and perform various odds and ends to improve
the aesthetic atmosphere of the room. On Monday April 1 the old carpet goes out the door and wooden
floors will be put down replacing the carpet. Home Depot installers are donating of themselves to
perform these renovations.

March 30th: Our Spring Easter festival - always a welcome occasion to
celebrate the real reason for Easter and set the tone of spring soon to arrive.
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April is Child Abuse Awareness and Prevention Month. The CAC will kick-off the month on April 1 at
noon at Dave Peel Park by the Benton County Courthouse where hot dogs will be served. Judge Clinard
will proclaim April Child Abuse Month and Senator Cecile Bledsoe will speak. Following the rally
pinwheels representing the number of confirmed child abuse cases in 2012 will be placed at various
police stations and the Benton County Sheriff’s Office.
April 19th: There will be a 5k Glow Run, a 1-mile fun walk, and a 400-yard
Superhero Dash through the streets of downtown Rogers, Arkansas during the
evening hours. A fun evening that attracts families and children to enjoy a
festive event that raises funds and increases awareness of the Children’s
Advocacy Center of Benton County. Readers of the Village News are invited
to participate in this event and know that your entry fee not only aids children,
but also allows you to receive a souvenir t-shirt and gift-filled swag bag.
Register online at nwacacglow.com or for more information cacbentonco.com

The newest addition to our family arrived in time for
Valentine’s Day. Grayson entered our lives on 2/7/13 to
Jonathan and Adrienne. Beverly, called Meme, by all the
grandchildren holds our new bundle of joy and blessing.

The original sign of the young lady on the street corner from this month’s
newsletter. It is a reminder to me that there are many, far too many in
America and around the world that are needy and scared. The sign is also for
you to see that you and your gifts of unselfishness do make a difference in
the lives of others. We are grateful.

