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During the University of Louisville’s “Big Dance” run to the eventual 2013 National Championship in Basketball, a
player named Kevin Ware experienced an injury that - if you were watching, you will acknowledge as gruesome
and most painful. The broken bone was visible through his skin, some were moved to tears, coaches and others
moved away from him, but one teammate moved towards him, Luke Hancock. Luke went to Kevin’s side, knelt
down, took his hand, said a prayer and stayed with him while the medical team worked to get him prepared for
the trip to the hospital.
At the Georgia Dome, Luke was asked why he reacted the way he did to Kevin’s injury. Luke replied with a
most simple answer that is so powerful: “You know, I don’t really know why I went out there. But, you know, I
just didn’t want him to …

be alone out there.”

T

autobiographical novel that immortalized her analyst,
here is a myth that implies, “If a person is in a
Frieda Fromm-Reichmann. Fromm-Reichmann had
bad situation, they will do whatever they can to
come to the United States to escape from Nazi
escape it.” The truth is: “If a person doesn’t think
Germany and was known for insisting that no patient
they are in control of the future, they will give up
was too sick to not be healed through trust and
and accept whatever situation they are in.”
intimacy. Judith Shulevitz writes in the May issue of
Research studies have proven that extended
New Republic magazine, that Fromm- Reichmann “felt
periods of negative emotions can and do lead a
that loneliness lay at the heart of nearly all mental
person to giving into despair and accepting their
illness and the lonely person was just about the most
fate. Studies of nursing home patients show that
terrifying spectacle in the world.”
where conformity and passivity is encouraged, the
health and vitality of the patients decline
Loneliness, according to her, is not “happy
“Loneliness is solitude,” “dissatisfaction with a significant
rapidly. A similar study in homeless shelters
proved that when people can’t pick out their
… the want other at the present time,” “mourning,” or
own beds or choose what to eat, the
for intimacy” “depression” but is in reality “…the want for
residents are less likely to try and get a job or
intimacy.”
find an apartment. A study of prisoners in
penitentiaries showed that just allowing them to
Over the past 24 years, I have become convinced that
move furniture and control the television sets kept
one of the ingredients of helping those who come to
them from developing health problems and staging
reside at Restoration Village is offering and extending
revolts.
the open arms of hospitality or a “welcome and share
your story” mentality to “people without a place”;
Maybe you have heard of the song, or viewed the
those who are afraid and are willing to encounter
movie, or even read the book I Never Promised You
truth and become acquainted with a mostly
a Rose Garden? It is the story of a severely
unbeknownst to them - peace. Over the years, some
disturbed schizophrenic girl named Joanne
of those that we had to ask to leave the Village for
Greenberg. After she left the hospital, she went to
rules violations have eventually returned and thanked
college, became a writer and wrote an
us, asked for forgiveness, and shared of their life after
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It’s Restoration Village’s 24th birthday this month. Thank you,
thank you to all of you who have been such an integral part of
the past years of serving “mommies and their children.” We are
experimenting with a new format for the newsletter. Easier to read, add some color, and change
the fonts in anticipation that it becomes easier to read and remains informative for your use and
knowledge of the happenings here at the Village.

IT WAS AN INTERESTING MONTH OF MAY AT THE VILLAGE beginning with the first snow ever
recorded in the history of Arkansas. On May 3 it snowed in Northwest Arkansas and it was a beautiful
morning to observe. Snow at the beginning of the month and 80 plus degrees at the end of the month.
Even the snakes are coming out into the heat as the end of the month approaches.

Snow on the roses at the Memory Garden and a black snake crossing the driveway three weeks later.
TRANSITIONS ARE SOMETIMES PERIODS OF SADNESS AND EXHILARATION,
Jennie Shelburne, our advocate for the past 18 months and her husband are moving to
Midland, Texas. Jennie had interned for the Village then after she graduated from John
Brown University in 2012, began full-time employment with us. Her maturity and
servant’s attitude was a great asset to the ladies and other staff here during the past
months. Her replacement is already involved in the lives of our ladies and is learning
the road map (has one of those GPS apps on her phone) as she meets the current
residents, is introduced to “networking with other agencies” and travels to get the
ladies to appointments and their sites of employment. She is Liana Medina, also a
graduate of John Brown University, class of 2013. To Caleb and Jennie, thank you for
your faithfulness and God bless in your future and to Liana, welcome to the
Restoration Village family.
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In times of crisis, tumults, and unavoidable tragedies, collectively we all need to stop and attune our
inner self to hear the music of life. Beverly and I watched the Public Broadcasting Networks Memorial Day
Concert from Washington D.C., one and ½ times. It was most moving each time to hear the stories and then listen
as the music was so beautifully played – well, the only thing better is to have been there in person, not just spirit.
During that time I thought of my grandfathers, my dad, and now a grandson and their marching off to war – and that
they have all come back home to us. And I thought of the residents of Moore, Oklahoma and how they were
spending their Memorial Day attempting to salvage just some piece of their lives out of the debris. That evening
prior to the concert we had a picnic down in the valley for all the residents of the Village: charcoaled chicken and
steak, grilled vegetables, corn on the cob, grilled pineapple, chocolate chip cookies and beautiful weather – it was a
great evening and yet I couldn’t help but consider that Restoration Village was the family to these mothers and
children and was sadden to that factual premise.
The next morning I just asked the Lord for something to address the unsettled emotions of the week-end, the
helplessness in regards to the storms and wreckage of people’s lives and a story came that morning about something
that happened on May 27, l992 that was a counter –intuitive act of heroism and an encouragement to this “one
person” that is so helpless to solve any major issues of chaos. May it encourage you too.
On that day, May 27, a cellist for the Sarajevo city opera was practicing his cello in his
apartment. Across the street a line of people waited at one of the few remaining bakeries
of the war torn city in anticipation of buying some bread. Without any warning, an artillery
shell fell from the sky and exploded in the street where the people were lined up. Bread,
bodies, bricks and blood were scattered and co-mingled in the street. Twenty-two people
died in an instant. Vedran Smailovic, the cellist, known only to the orchestra members and
a few other people, observed the carnage from his apartment window and felt helpless and
full of uncertainty as to the possibility that another shell would strike his apartment
building. But, Vedran decided that there was something he could do – he could play music.
The next day he went down to the destroyed rubble of the bakery, dressed in a tuxedo,
lugging his cello and began to play Adagio in G Minor day after day for 22 days in memory of
those killed in the artillery shell’s blast. He became known as the “Cellist of Sarajevo.”He
began to play at funerals which were most dangerous because funerals were a targeted
event by enemy snipers. Other composers began to write music dedicated to him and his
courage. He even assisted in writing a children’s book to help young children deal with tragedy and uncertainty by
performing their own life affirming acts unto others.
Just a small act of courage, bringing hope, and braving the obstacles of uncertainty in a war torn land that encouraged
another reality besides man’s evil to man – peace, listen to the music.
I know that Restoration Village won’t change the world. I know that as one person, I won’t change the world. But
after the Memorial picnic Beverly drove by the Memory Garden at Restoration Village and saw several cars out front
and those from the cars were visiting the quiet place where the roses are in bloom and the markers remember the
precious little children that have died as a result of child abuse in our county over the past 13 years. I reflected that
the garden seems so inconsequential in the long course of history. But to those families, they were for a moment
able to hear the music, remember the joys of the precious child, and know that someone else shared their grief with
them.
In a world where little children are abused, abandoned, and psyche scared by adults, the music we play here at the
Village is that “we believe you” and we will keep telling the story.
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the Village. Others who left of their own accord to
employment, housing, etc. have maintained some
contact. Some have become contributors and
others have even eventually come back and served
in part-time staff positions. Just a few examples of
real means of grace for the giver and recipients of
the friendship that helped them recover a place in
this world. The riches of hospitality offers the
opportunity for a troubled soul to have the hope
and courage to continue on as security, shared
meals, wise counsel, and intimate compassion opens
venues to them that had not been presented before
their residency here.

this particular newsletter, one paragraph said:
“Most educated people in our culture assume the
fundamental human problem is mortality, specifically,
and human limitation, more generally. But here is my
argument. What if it turned out that the
fundamental human problem was not mortality after
all? What if it turned out that all along the
fundamental human problem was isolation? What
do I mean by this? If the fundamental human
problem is isolation, then the solutions we are
looking for do not lie in the laboratory or the
hospital or the frontiers of human knowledge or
experience. Instead the solutions lie in things
we already have – most of all, in one
“What if it
turned out that another.”

The research shows that if nursing home
residents are given responsibilities and
all along the
choices, they remain more healthy and active.
The author elaborates about the word “for”
Also, that when people become successful at
fundamental
and various agendas of what we do “for”
easy tasks, the harder tasks eventually
human problem others. But, he says, “For is a fine word, but
become possible to accomplish. Put an
was isolation?” it does not dismantle resentment, it does not
orphan in a foster home, and their brain
overcome misunderstanding, it does not deal
begins to repair its missing connections. Teach a
with alienation, it does not overcome isolation.”
lonely person to respond to others without fear and
Wells suggests that we shift mission and service
paranoia and in due time their stress hormones
from “for” to “with.” To him the most important
begin to lower and their health improves. Science
word in the Bible that describes the heart of God
shows that things like joining a church, owning a pet,
and the nature of His purpose and destiny for us is
or believing in a “supernatural being” leads to
that God is “with” us. And “with” is harder to
“molecular remodeling” and a more co-operative life
perform and accomplish than just to do “for.” To do
of community with others. Bottom line to a key
“for” requires no involvement like “with” demands.
ingredient to a happier life is: strong bonds with
other people.
There are multiple stories from the Village of
former residents and thanks to you we can be
I recently read an article entitled “Rethinking
“with” those that we are privileged to serve which is
Service” by Samuel Wells, published in The Cresset,
far more than just doing “for.” Finding employment,
Easter 2013 that was to set the thinking process for
household duties, care for their own room, group
sessions, mentoring, schooling, etc. are all a piece of
beginning a new life journey in an atmosphere of
acceptance, security and concern while we walk
“with” them in the accomplishment of those
rebuilding circumstances.
We are grateful to you for being “with” the Village
as we begin our 24th year.
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