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Then and there God said to him, “This is the land I promised to your ancestors, to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob with the words ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I’ve let you see it with
your own eyes. There it is. But you’re not going to go in.” (Deuteronomy 34:4}

I

TWO CALLS

am older at this moment than I have ever been before and younger than I am ever going to get.
During the Christmas season, mostly due to the extreme busyness of the season, I chose to read
a smaller book in the evenings entitled Community and Growth, by Jean Vanier, the founder of
L’Arche community. I stopped reading at the place of one quote and have meditated upon that
paragraph ever since: “The first call is frequently to follow Jesus or to prepare ourselves to do
wonderful and noble things for the Kingdom. We are appreciated and admired by family, by
friends or by the community. The second call comes later, when we accept that we cannot do big or
heroic things for Jesus; it is a time of renunciation, humiliation and humility. We feel useless; we
are no longer appreciated. If the first passage is made at high noon, under a shining sun, the second
call is often made at night. We feel alone and afraid because we are in a world of confusion. We
begin to doubt the commitment we made in the light of day. We seem deeply broken in some way.
But this suffering is not useless. Through the renunciation we can reach a new wisdom of love. It is
only through the pain of the cross that we discover what the resurrection means.”
“The first
call is
frequently to
follow Jesus
or to prepare
ourselves to
do
wonderful
and noble
things for
the
Kingdom.”

Years ago I read the bits of wisdom that a nurse gathered from asking her patients during their
dying days about “any regrets they had or would do differently.” The top five were:
1. I wish I’d had the courage to live a life true to myself, not the life others expected of me.
2. I wish I hadn’t worked so hard.
3. I wish I’d had the courage to express my feelings.
4. I wish I had stayed in touch with my friends.
5. I wish that I had let myself be happier.
Did this list surprise you? Are there any of those top five wishes one of yours?
I reflect back to the beginning of Restoration Village and the challenge that was issued to Beverly
and me from the pulpit - “without a vision the people perish” and “once you know about abused
children how can you not do something” that caused us to eventually, like the prophet Isaiah,
respond to God’s call: Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send. And
who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I. Send me.”
The first call response is a willingness to say, “Here I am” (see Isaiah 6:1-8).
During the past 24 years of Restoration Village we have been experiencing
what true worship is and its connection to justice and the practices of peace
and reconciliation. As Isaiah 58:6-7 says: “True worship: loose the
chains of injustice, set the oppressed free, break every yoke, share food
with the hungry, clothe the naked, and do not turn away from your
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own flesh and blood?” And because in our feeble ways, and with your assistance throughout the
years an astonishing promise is being fulfilled: “Then your light will break forth like the dawn,
and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you and the glory
of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry
for help, and he will say: Here am I.”
The first call is about us saying, “Here am I” and the second call is when God says “Here am I!”
Fredrick Buechner writes: “Sin sprouts, as banana trees on the Nile, whenever the effect of your
relationships with others is to diminish rather than to enlarge them. There is no neutral corner in your
human encounters, no antiseptic arena in which ‘nobody else is hurt’ or ‘nobody else knows about
it.’ You either make people a little better, or leave them a little worse. You define your faith and
moral posture in the ordinary stuff of your daily routine. The Kingdom belongs to those, as artless as
children, who love others simply and directly, without thinking of anything but them. The inheritors
of the Promise are those unsung folks who lend others a hand when they’re falling. That’s the only
work that matters in the end.”

Moses, like us,
got involved in
people’s lives
and made
mistakes, and
forgot the
Promise often
throughout his
life journey.

I can’t pretend to speak for everyone, only for myself when I say the above paragraph has had to be
learned by experiences of failure, exposure, error, apologies, doing the same thing over hoping to get
different results, through sickness and in health, and hundreds of guests with their challenges and
opportunities they presented in their deep needs and desires for help and healing of their wounded
soul. I learned from the myriads of volunteers that sacrificed willingly to accomplish a task,
sometimes an almost Herculean project. The continual financial sacrifice of unselfishness that
contributors extend to “make people a little better” and the “unsung folks who lend others a hand
when they’re falling,” we are grateful.
The best time to affect the prosperity and future of children is to begin one hundred years before they
are born. In a few months the renovation of a building on the campus of Northwest Arkansas
Community College will begin and the second National Child Protection Training Center will
become a reality. This project, with a projected cost of six million dollars, and then the dubious task
of hiring staff, professors, etc. seemed like a monumental unreachable goal five years ago. It is soon
to be a visible reality. I won’t see the promise, but in the coming years, the protection of children,
bringing forth justice where there has been injustice to children will change the future of this nation
and the world.
What is the comparison of Moses’ life with you or me? Quite simple, Moses, like us, got involved in
people’s lives and made mistakes, and forgot the Promise often throughout his life journey. And yet,
in the end he was reminded that at no time did God give up on him. It is not Moses’ story, but God’s
story and he was privileged to be a part of that story. And so are you and I invited to be partaker of
God’s story.
“Life is not a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in one pretty and well
preserved piece, but to skid in broadside, thoroughly used up, worn out and defiantly shouting
‘Geronimo’!” (Catherine Arnett)
A culmination of a life to see the Promise land of this world is nothing in comparison to the truth that
we can look forward to the real Promise Land that is beyond the power of death here in this world.
Isaiah 45:3-5,
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Village News
2012 TAX STATEMENTS AND REVIEW OF THE YEAR was mailed out the third week of January
and should have arrived to you by the time you get this newsletter. If you did not receive your copy,
please call us at (479) 631-7345 or e-mail to restore89@cox.net – we are grateful for your continued
association and unselfishness in order for Restoration Village to serve mommies and babies during a
transition stage of their life journey.
THE SIGN IS POSTED, THE BUILDING TO BE RENOVATED IS IN THE BACKGROUND , A
NABHOLZ CONSTRUCTION COMPANY TRUCK WAS AT THE BACK DOOR UNLOADING
SOME SUPPLIES AND I was beginning to get excited at realizing that the National Child Protection
Center of Northwest Arkansas was about to begin. It should be fully operational next Fall and mock
courtrooms, computer labs to train police and court officials in combating internet crimes against
children, class rooms to educate college students in the disciplines of protecting children will be no
longer be just a vision, but a reality. We will continue to post pictures during the coming months of the
progress of the building and future plans and uses of the Child Protection Center.

THIS COMING MONTH OF FEBRUARY RENOVATION OF THE RESIDENTS AREA IN THE
MAIN LODGE will continue (in 2012 we were able to redo two bed rooms) as the first project of the
common area will begin with a new interior color scheme and eventually culminate with wooden
floors. It has been many years since we were able to update the downstairs and the current resident
guests are looking forward with anticipation to the changes and enhancements.
I saw this structure in New
Mexico and had to turn the car
around and go back to take the
picture. I liked it because I
wonder if the guests here at the
Village have this perception
prior to arrival here.
ANNE LAMOTT IN HER NEWEST BOOK, HELP, THANKS, WOW SAYS: “ The third great
prayer, Wow, is often offered with a gasp, a sharp intake of breath, when we can’t think of another way
to capture the sight of shocking beauty or destruction, of a sudden unbidden insight or an unexpected
flash of grace. ‘Wow’ means we are not dulled to wonder.”
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We all are entrapped by the mundane of busyness, work, tasks of life that must be completed, begun, or
left to the portals of our minds of “unfinished” that are our daily tasks. I once read someone’s insight to
life when they were quoted as saying: “The problem with life is that it is so daily.” One of my
collections of “Calvin and Hobbs” cartoons captures a humorous take of “life”:

But you know those moments in your life when you just stopped and either out loud or silently to
yourself you said “Wow!” The birth of the first child, first time you ever saw the ocean and felt the
waves crash into your legs, or stood before a magnificent painting by a great artist of years ago, and so
many other events or images that stopped you to pause and just stare. The problem of those moments,
what I like to call “moments of grace” is that are far too few. There was a line in the movie Citizen Kane
where he told: “You’re going to need more than one lesson, Mr. Kane, and you’re going to get more
than one lesson.” There is life, we do what is so routine most everyday and then every now and then a
moment of grace, an “ah – ha” or a “wow” encompasses you for a period of time and then it is back to
the routine of life. One of the gifts that God seems to consistently “grace” upon His children here on the
planet earth are those precious moments of “wow” and it is a moment we should cherish!

On a recent trip to New Mexico, Bev
and I visited a “Diners, Dives and
Diva’s” recommended restaurant,
“Harry’s,” where the food was fantastic.
It was outside of the city about 10 miles,
and it was snowing. A most pleasant
memory.

This year marks the 24th anniversary of “Restoration Village” and the 50th year of marriage to my life
partner and bride Beverly. There have been many “wows” in our journey of marriage and to reflect back
on the moments of grace have and still do cause the words of “Thank you Lord!” to envelope my being.
Thank you dear readers for being one of those that share of yourself and cause me to see and experience
the goodness of the Lord!

