September 2012
“…Christians are free to enter into the depths of the world’s existence with nothing to offer the world but
their own lives. The daily witness of the Christian in the world is essentially sacramental, rather than
moralistic.” (William Stringfellow, Free in Obedience). Richard Beck illustrates those thoughts as:
“Christians should be sacraments – visible signs of resurrection, love, freedom, life and grace. Second,
Christians should be efficacious signs of grace insofar as we are able we should bring resurrection, love and
grace into the lives of others by making ourselves available to the world in the midst of death’s works.”

“I CRY TO YOU FOR HELP WHEN MY
HEART IS OVERWHELMED”

J

ennie Crall is one of our full time advocates and the youngest advocate we have ever
employed. She came to the Village as an Intern in May of 2011 as a student at John
Brown University. When she graduated in December of 2011, it was a natural question to
ask her if she would like to stay full time at the Village. Her degree is in Family and
Human Services and she quickly learned that book learning and reality are not always the
same. She enjoys college football, camping and running. Her youthful enthusiasm is ever
present in her daily multi tasks. Jennie is getting married in September and we
congratulate her and her blessed to be husband, Caleb. She personifies the virtue of grace.

The Village
was the first
place that
she could
remember
feeling safe.

I came to the village in May of 2011 as an intern and was quickly
introduced to Karen*. Karen was a recovering drug addict with three
adorable children. She was a joy to be around and I loved getting
hugs and high fives from her kids every afternoon. One of her
daughters would often prance into my office in her plastic princess
heels and twirl around. Karen often talked about her desire to change
her life. Karen’s behaviors and attitude were consistent with her
words and I saw a genuine striving for Christ in her life. She worked
hard towards her goals, completed a semester of college and worked a
part-time job while also caring for her children. Karen had some
serious charges from actions she had previously made, and the day
came to go to court to face the consequences of those choices. The
judge gave her jail time for her actions and we began writing letters
back and forth. Karen’s life is being redeemed, but redemption does
not occur outside of pain and hardship. A year later, Karen is still in
jail and we write to each other several times a month. I do not think
she realizes how much of a blessing those letters are to me, and with
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each letter I am reminded once again of the beautiful truth that from pain and poor decisions
can come grace, redemption, and a new beginning.

I have to find
peace by
trusting that the
God I serve has
them close to
his heart.

Some women who walk through the village doors make the choices necessary to experience
true freedom; others do not. It is difficult to watch a lady go back to an abusive situation or
hang onto drugs. One young lady came to us hardened by a life that had endured much
abuse. She had developed a tough exterior to cope with her circumstances, but every now
and then she would let her guard down and I saw the heart of a broken, scared and precious
individual. She was pregnant and eventually made the choice to go to a bad environment,
and my heart was sad for her and for the young life she was carrying. Those are the days
when the work here feels heavy, but I take heart because Christ knows, understands, and is
in control. I do what I can with what I have and am constantly learning to leave the rest in
God’s hands. I often pray scripture to God, and Psalms 61:2 is my favorite to pray as I leave
work each day. It states, “I cry to you for help when my heart is overwhelmed. Lead me to
the towering rock of safety.” Someone recently asked me what I considered to be the
success rate at Restoration Village. I pondered the question and responded that we are a
point in someone’s journey. Some women are at a place where they are ready do the hard
work necessary for God to bring change; others continue to make poor decisions and will
bear the consequences. My hope is that we prayerfully call women towards holistic change,
understanding that it is God who develops the change in them. We’ll have to ask the Lord
about the success rate here, for only He knows what seeds have been planted in the hearts of
those that call Restoration Village home.

The Village is a congregation of women and children with many life journey stories that at
times would cause a person to just throw up their hands and quit. Our two advocates (Tara
last month and Jennie this month) reminded me of the words of Jean Vanier (founder of the
L’Arche Community): “Community is the place where our limitations, our fears and our
egotism are revealed to us. We discover our poverty and our weaknesses, our inability to get
along with some people, our mental and emotional blocks, our affective and sexual
disturbances, our seemingly insatiable desires, our frustrations and jealousies, our hatred and
wish to destroy. While we are alone, we could believe we loved everyone. Now that we are
with others, living with them all the time, we realize how incapable we are of loving, how
much we deny to others, how closed in on ourselves we are.” (Community and Growth, Jean Vanier)
Both of these staff members put in the time, the effort, and
joys coupled with tears in an effort to be in a solid
relationship with each resident. Thanks to you and your
continued support this part of the team is your ambassador to
those in deep need.
We are grateful,

David Engle
*Name changed

Jennie Crall
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Village News
I AM NOT CHARLES ATLAS, but, I am still
fairly strong for an old guy and along with
Manny Lampaestra we are lifting the statue
“Rachael Weeping for the Children” up on to
the platform that Manny constructed in the
midst of the remembrance garden of children
who have died as a result of abuse in Benton
County since the beginning of the year 2000.
The beautiful setting and memorial markers
are a reminder to never, never, forget these
children.

OH WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MORNING, OH WHAT A
BEAUTIFUL DAY” begins an Oscar Hammerstein song
that was the thoughts as we viewed some newly decorated
and refurbished bedrooms at the main lodge. The Junior
League of Northwest Arkansas was the womanpower,
Hanks Fine Furniture and Home Depot supplied the
furniture, paints and materials. In the morning hours three
young men from Kohl’s Department Store came and
carried all of the furniture, beds, etc. down the stairs and
then stayed to help paint one of the bedrooms. Now there are two beautiful rooms that the current
residents all want to move into. Thanks to these three groups and the long hours that they spent getting
it done.

ONE MORNING SEVERAL WEEKS AGO I WAS
ABLE TO TAKE A picture of this 8 point deer at the
pond. You can see how low the pond is as a backdrop
to the buck that “panted for the waters.” In our 23
years the pond has never been this low and the spring
has not been feeding the pond as in the past.
Oh Lord, don’t let the springs of living water dry out!
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THERE IS AN OPEN HOUSE AT THE CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY
CENTER on September 30th from 4 pm to 6 pm for the purposes of
viewing the new addition to the Mental Health wing and some new
offices to the Center. The new play therapy room, reception area, and
new offices for the staff is a blessed addition that will serve the
children and provide more room for the staff to function. Beside the
tours, some great snack foods, a live performance by Nathan A. and his
band will entertain us all. You are invited to “Bicycles, Blues, and
BBQ” on September 30th!

Just a reminder that Restoration Village is on Facebook and Twitter if you are interested. The contacts
to these are: facebook.com/pages/Restoration-Village/59567474295 and twitter.com/restore89

WE JUST HEARD THAT THE
JUNIOR LEAGUE AND HOME
DEPOT ARE INTERESTED IN
DOING ALL THE BEDROOMS.
MAYBE THIS WILL END THE
“CAN I HAVE THE ROOM? Oh
please, oh please.”

