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…Restore to us, Preacher, the comfort of merit and demerit. Prove for us that there is at least something we
can do, that we are still, at whatever dim recess of our nature, the masters of our relationships. Tell us,
Prophet that in spite of all our nights of losing, there will be one redeeming card of our very own to fill the
inside straight we have so long and so earnestly tried to draw to. But do not preach us grace….We insist on
being reckoned with. Give us something, anything; but spare us the indignity of this indiscriminate
acceptance” (Robert Farrar Capon, Between Noon and Three: Romance, Law, and the Outrage of Grace, pgs
6-7)

WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH
FREEDOM IF YOU HAD IT?

It

was G.K. Chesterton, a master at giving illustrations, who said: if you give people an analogy that
they claim not to understand, you should graciously offer them another. If they say they don’t
understand that either, you should oblige them with a third. But from there on, if they still insist that they do
not understand, the only thing left is to praise them for the one truth they do have a grip on: “Yes,” you tell
them, “that is quite correct. You do not understand.”
I am glad that I found Chesterton’s thoughts as I know that Jesus constantly used parables and told the
crowds that he spoke in parables in order that “seeing they might not see and hearing they might not
understand” (Mark 4:12).

Just watching
the game
illustrated law
and grace as a
parable of life

This past year I have pondered often about law and grace, how to teach grace
without being accused of being antinomian, which I am not, but I do question
whether law can bring forth its intended content to full expression whereas grace
seeks us out when we have nothing to give in return. Several weeks ago, sitting at a
little league baseball game watching the children play I was drawn in mentally as to
their actions as children versus the actions that I observe in adults. I thought of
pastors who must observe in their parishioners and wonder if it is a little league
game? In our attempts to help others here at the Village, just how do we break
through to them to help them get into the game of life? And just watching the game
illustrated law and grace as a parable of life, that it seemed important to write it
down.
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One of our son-in-laws is an avid Chicago White Sox fans. For Christmas one year
we gave him an authentic, certified brick from the old Comiskey Park. Other than
our daughter and their children, I think it was the next best thing we could have
given a true baseball fan.
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My barber is a St. Louis Cardinals fan and has been from his earliest recollections
dating back to childhood. The chairs at the shop are stadium seats from the old
Busch Stadium. The walls of the shop are covered with Cardinal memorabilia,
posters and autographed pictures. Patrons pay to visit the museum and the haircuts
are free. If you want to know who will be in the World Series this coming October,
Gary has not missed the projected teams in years.
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Several weeks ago Beverly and I went to watch one of the grandsons at his little league baseball game. This is
his first year of playing in a league where pitching machines instead of ball tees are used. He plays second
base. During one of the innings I looked out at second base and while the other team was attempting to hit the
ball, he was playing catch with himself by throwing his glove into the air as high as he could. I thought of
people in church, at the Village, and even me, what we do when we should be paying attention?
Later in the game the coach was hollering out the name of an infielder and looking around for him. We had
just seen that particular boy walk out from the dugout, off the field , go to his parents on the outside, ask for
some money and was on the way to the concession stand while Coach Aaron was pleading for him to get out on
the field. The reality of life is easier if we all could go on a coffee break, get up in the middle of the sermon
and go to the church coffee bar, or just walk off the playing field.
The ball is hit between the third baseman and the shortstop, the runner on first is still standing on the bag and
the coach is yelling, “Go to second, Go, Go to second!” The child takes off running, touches the second base
bag, turns a little to the right and heads in to center field. Now the coaches are yelling, “Get back on second,
and get back!” Haven’t we all seen folks do the right thing and but then over do it? Have you ever wondered
why the preachers raise their voice? Why moms do not get the children’s attention until their middle name is
used?

“God loves you
unconditionally,
as you are and
not as you
should be,
because nobody
is as they
should be.”

I think that the shortstop is going to be a minister someday or a famous author. Most of the game he was
following the example of Jesus, “…and Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground as he
though heard them not.” “And again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.” (John 8:6.8) But at least no
one got stoned.
The little league children were not concerned on who won or lost that day. The big deal was the snacks after the
game. I doubt they even listened to the pep talk or the time and day of the next practice. They were enjoying
the moment- collectively. Years ago I met a man named Brennan Manning when he spoke at John Brown
University. We have all of his books on our shelves. This “ragamuffin” was a man that was “poor in spirit”
and yet was available to receive and share with his audience the greatest “grace.” An abusive mother, alcoholic
father, friendless childhood, a life-long addiction to alcohol, ex Catholic priest, divorced and a man acquainted
with the “vulgar” grace of God. He stated so well and books say it for us all, “God loves you unconditionally,
as you are and not as you should be, because nobody is as they should be.” Sometimes I feel deep gratitude for
all the psychic pain that Brennan experienced, that allowed him to communicate the greater love of a tender
God.
Thanks little league players for letting me watch your coaches want “rules, regulations, and play ball” and you
just were having a wonderful time in the great outdoors and not keeping score like adults do. New York
University has a course entitled “Baseball as a Road to God.” The course is taught by Dr. Sexton, the President
of NYU and he said in a New York Times interview: “The real idea of the course is to develop heightened
sensitivity and noticing capacity. So baseball’s not ‘the’ road to God, for most of it, it isn’t ‘a’ road to God.
But it’s a way to notice, to cause us to live more slowly and watch more keenly and thereby to discover the
specialness of our life and our being, and, for some of us, something more than our being.”
I read several weeks ago that Jim Wallis (CEO, Sojourners), who is a coach of a little league team in the
Washington D.C. area gave a commencement address at Virginia Theological Seminary and used the following
illustration of one of his young players who had never played baseball and really didn’t have a clue as to the
rules of the game. “Somehow he hit the ball and he ended up on second base.” Stephan began to walk around
after he reached second base and shake the hands of the opposing team’s shortstop and second baseman.
Wallis shouted, “You have to stay on base!” “Oh,” he said, “I’ve never been here before.”
That’s the thing about grace, “Oh”, we say, “we’ve never known we were here before.” Amazing grace, how
sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.

David Engle
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THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF NORTHWEST ARKANSAS FOR MANY YEARS has served the
Village and residents with classes once a month on finance, resumes, dress for success, parenting, self
defense, and many other learning opportunities. Each year at the end of the sessions they throw a party
for all the residents and children. This year “The Mad Scientist” came back to visit us with his
marvelous learning experiments and “hold the audience captive” program. Thank you for being so
generous and kind to us all year!

BIG EVENTS COMING UP SOON: If you like baseball, then join us on June 7 at Arvest Ballpark in
Springdale at 7 pm for “Naturals vs. Drillers”. It is Children’s Advocacy Center night and if you
purchase a ticket for $8 from the CAC, one-half of the cost will be donated to the CAC. Contact
emily@cac.arcoxmail.com or call 479.621.0385.
SO THAT YOU CAN PLAN IN ADVANCE, The Third Annual Skydive for Kids is August 4 & 5 in
Siloam Springs, Arkansas. This event will only have 40 openings for jumpers and there already are 16
jumpers. You can come to visit, watch and eat lunch with all of us. Lunch is only $5.00 and it is good
grilling!
More information available at: www.cacbentonco.com
WHEN YOU GET THIS NEWSLETTER, Beverly and I will be with our high school senior grandson,
Addison Engle in Washington, D.C. for the National Children’s Alliance meetings. NCA is the
national directors of Children’s Advocacy Centers and the accrediting agency of CACs. During this
conference all Congressional and Senate members are met with in regards to issues of protecting
children in the nation and in their particular states.
Bev and I have taken our grandchildren who are
seniors in high school and I get the privilege of
being their tour guide to the historical part of our
nation.
Two years ago David, Jr. went out with us to the
Marine Corps museum in Quantico, Virginia as he
prepared himself for future boot camp. David is
back from Afghanistan and is stationed in North
Carolina.

Page 4

Restoration Village

Village News
HERE WE GO AGAIN, BUILDING MORE SPACE and we wanted to share some pictures of the
mental health addition to the Advocacy Center and the progress for your viewing. This new 500 square
foot addition will increase the play therapy section and allow therapists more room to continue the
excellent role they perform in the children’s lives. The dedication is planned for August, and we are
excited.

The framing goes up
Shingles going on the roof.

Siding completed on May 23rd

In May the United States Postal Service conducted a food
drive across America to allow patrons of their services to
donate foods to agencies that serve those in need of foods.
Restoration Village was one of the recipients of the
23,000 plus pounds collected in Benton County this year.
Those 23,000 pounds was double the amount collected the
past two years combined. When the USPS called we went
and gathered all we could load in the truck. What a
blessing!! It sure helps our budget! Thanks to the postal
carriers, the volunteers at the post office, and the citizens
of this county for all the food that was gathered and
distributed to churches, food banks, and charities that
serve others.

