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Out of the wound we pluck the shrapnel
Thorns we squeeze out of the hand.
Even poison we suck, and after the pain we ease.

And, like a golden shower, unanswerable sweet,
Bright with returning guilt, fatally in moment’s time
Defeat our brazen towers long-built;

But images that grow within the soul have life
Like cancer often cut, live on below the deepest of the knife
Waiting their time to shoot at some defenseless hour
Their poison, unimpaired, at the heart’s root.

And all our former pain and all our surgeon’s care
Is lost, and all the unbearable (in vain borne once)
Is still to bear.
C.S. Lewis, Relapse
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AT LEAST LET US HAVE THE
CRUMBS OFF THE TABLE

ast month I toured the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. with our grandson Addison.
This was my fourth trip to visit the Museum and it is mostly because I do not want to forget.
Last month, Jerry Sandusky was convicted. There was a murder of an eleven month old
child in our county for which we will “remember” by placing a memorial plaque in the Rachael
Weeping for the Children memory garden behind the Children’s Advocacy Center. There are two
school districts that I know about in our state facing legal issues soon because they did not follow
the Mandated Reporting Laws of our state in reporting alleged incidents regarding children. It was
the parole of Richard Schoenfeld in California on June the twentieth that changed all the scribbled
outlines for this month’s newsletter to you.

One twelveyear-old
survivor of
that ordeal
said she had
the sensation
of being
“reduced to
nothing.”

On July 15th, 1976 in Chowchilla, California 26 children and the adult bus driver who was taking
them home after a day at school were kidnapped. All were taken from the bus, which was hidden
in a ravine, and driven around for 11 hours in two vans before being
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2215 Little Flock Dr.
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these children have gone or disappeared? Put yourself in the place of these
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children being driven around in a van for 11 hours, then being lowered into
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an underground vault, hungry, frightened, needing to use the restroom, and
then to hear the dirt being shoveled over your head. One twelve-year-old
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survivor of that ordeal said she had the sensation of being “reduced to
nothing.”
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On the day of the kidnapping I was traveling for a major publishing
company and was traveling back home to Atlanta to my wife and four
children. There were no cell phones in those days and I tried to catch the
news as best I could as I traveled. The story of The Kidnapping at
Chowchilla did end with a miraculous escape that would make the bus
driver and a few of the students “heroes.” In 1977, the publishing company,
Logos International, for whom I worked for, published the first book on the
kidnapping written by Gail Miller and Sandra Tompkins (I was privileged to
meet Sandra on at least two occasions) which became a major seller for the
company that year. On May 17, 2012, Ed Ray, the bus driver, died of
cirrhosis of the liver and before his death was visited by many of the
children, now adults, who were on that bus in 1976.
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Richard Schoenfeld was one of the three kidnappers of the bus load of children. He was released on
parole to go live with his mother last month. He, his brother James, and friend Fred Woods were
caught as they attempted to flee to Canada as the bus driver remembered the license plate number of
one of the vans that they rode around in that first day. They all received life sentences. And here is
the sad ironic motive for the kidnapping and the demand for 5 million dollars; the young men wanted
to make the town pay them back for the fact they had previously received a traffic ticket from the
town.
Books have been written about the families and the children since the joyous return of the children
and bus driver to Chowchilla. One of the best is “Too Scared to Cry” by Lenore Terr, M.D. which is
340 pages regarding the trauma, and another 25 pages of small print references that concurs that
trauma affects children and ultimately us all. The results of that sad and heartbreaking ordeal in
Chowchilla are written about the nightmares, the children growing up to not so successful adulthood,
the divorces among the parents, the little kidnapped girls marrying at young ages, and then divorcing,
and the continuing trauma stories. The perpetrators may be imprisoned, but the children were
mentally imprisoned for the rest of their lives. Please reread that last line one more time!
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One of the struggles at Restoration Village is that many of the adults who do become residents here
are entrapped by the psychological trauma of their own childhood. There are numerous stories from
the Village of residents and our relationship to them and their psychological or psychiatric sufferings.
What I have come to realize is the majority of the people have misconceptions and prejudices
concerning these individuals who are struggling with their disorder. It seems that the world knows
little, cares less about these people as they are hard to work with, they are politically powerless, and
they can be economically burdensome. Patients who break the law are treated as criminals, secondly
as patients if their illness is even acknowledged. I will not pretend to have any other answer to this
dilemma except here at the Village we do the best we are able to perform to help those whom we
serve. There is a passage of the Bible that is most intriguing to me because a woman at the lower end
of the power structure, a heathen who is called a “dog” by the locals, who does not seem to be polite
to Jesus, is an “outcast” in societies terms receives her request to Jesus not because of her faith, but
because of her argument, and Jesus says, “For such a reply….” Jesus sees that particular woman
and her request for her daughter as what they are, real people, with a real need, and that there are no
hierarchies in God’s universe (see Mark 7:24-30).
Several weeks ago there was a story in the paper of the man who gave millions to a superpac to
attempt to get a candidate nominated for President. That candidate did not win so now he is donating
10 million dollars to another superpac in support of the current nominee. The contributor has done
nothing wrong or illegal, but I have a problem with the fact that for 2 million dollars construction
could be started at the Community College on the National Training Center and that would impact
thousands of children and their prosperity forever! The children of Chowchilla did not get much help
after their trauma in the 70’s, and I wonder if the children are going to get much help after their
trauma in the 21st century? Just as bus driver Ed and other young men in the buried trailer were able
to dig out; we keep digging here knowing that to not dig is to condemn the children – forever.
Between those who torture children and those who can and do save them are multitudes who do
nothing. Knowing about tortured children and opening the door when they knock are
unbridgeable differences. I do know that in the moment of their danger you will have to choose.
What is your choice?
Matthew 19:14

David Engle
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Village News
TRADITIONALLY THE JULY FOURTH CELEBRATION
AT RESTORATION VILLAGE is also like a homecoming
for former and current residents. It is the celebration that our
own grandchildren insist “that they have to be at the
Village.” A day of homemade ice cream, cooking over the
grill, games, swimming, and a big fireworks show in the late
evenings. Everyone brings their own noise makers and the
sky is enlightened by our noise and gala array of colors. We
are not sure as this newsletter goes to press that our county
will be allowing fireworks this year. The drought is causing
some considerations of safety concerns and already cities and
counties in our state are banning fireworks. We will still
enjoy the day!

Stained glass window in
the Capitol Building
Chapel.

Every year, Beverly attends the National Children’s Alliance
(governing organization of Children’s Advocacy Centers) annual
meeting in Washington, D.C... Sometimes, I get to go along as her
tour guide and visit with the Congressional Delegation from
Arkansas. This year we took along our next high school senior,
Addison, for the tours and to meet the Congressmen and Senators.
Congressman Steve Womack of Arkansas gave us a personal tour of
several sites at the Capitol that the normal tourists do not get to visit.
Did you know that there is a most beautiful chapel inside the Capitol
building? We also were privileged to step out on the upper balcony
that overlooks the National Mall. The delegation of the State of
Arkansas is supporters of legislation that protects children and the
National Child Protection Training Center here in Arkansas.

Pictured: Beverly Engle,
Addison Engle, Rep.
Steve Womack and David
Engle on the Capitol
balcony overlooking the
National Mall
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ON JUNE 1st AN ELEVEN MONTH OLD CHILD DIED IN OUR COUNTY as a direct result of child abuse. A needless death at the hands of an adult that is supposed to nurture,
cherish and care for the innocence of a child. On June 14th Santana was buried, he would
have been one year old that same day. A memory marker in the Rachael Weeping for the
Children memory garden here at Restoration Village will be erected for we do not want these
children to be forgotten.

THE ORGINIAL PLAN WAS FOR THIS NEWSLETTER TO BE ABOUT THE
STAFF OF RESTORATION VILLAGE, but the news of June overrode our decisions. It
is our desire for you to know what it is that you provide to the women and children here
at the Village. Our advocates and housemothers are an integral part of the services and
the instrumental leadership in aiding the adults to set and reach goals, accomplishment of
same, and accountability of those to whom we serve. We want you to meet through this
newsletter next month these dedicated staff members and learn a little bit about these
selfless individuals.

