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“I do not understand the mystery of grace – only that it
meets us where we are but does not leave us where it found us.”
Anne Lamott

GRACE IS THE BETTER WAY TO
CHANGE (LUKE 18:9-14)
“And He also told this story to certain ones who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and

viewed others with contempt: Two people went up into the church house to pray, one a most
respected church member, the other an ex-con with a past history.”
The respectable citizen in a prayer of praise thanks God that his genetic disposition coupled with
the proper education, the appropriate fulfilling of fasting, tithing, obeying of the commandments
and most likely doing good unto the neighbors has kept him from the sins of theft, injustice,
adultery or from being an imprisoned despicable person. The other person standing away from the
first person, “was unwilling to lift up her eyes to heaven, was beating her breast, saying „God, be
merciful to me, the sinner!‟”

I think that one
of the
objections to
radical grace is
that it does not
seem to
emphasize
holiness and
repentance.

I think that one of the objections to radical grace is that it does not seem to emphasize holiness and
repentance. I have heard and read the arguments that radical grace and mercy glosses over sinful
behavior; that justice is ignored or at least minimized; and there is no use
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repentance” requires an absolute change in a life direction. Robert Capone
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has written: “The notion that people won‟t sin as long as you keep them
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well supplied with guilt and holy terror is a bit overblown. Giving the
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human race religious reasons for not sinning is about as useful as reading
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lectures to an elephant in a rut. God‟s answer to sin is not to scream „Stop
that!‟ but to shut up once and for all on the subject in Jesus‟ death.”
Executive Directors
Mariah came to Restoration Village life by circumstance (a word I use
which means, God ordained). She had been in prison for forgery, had her
driver‟s license taken from her 30 years prior and had 11 years of
supervised probation to finish fulfilling when we met her. Because of health
reasons, Mariah was placed in the prison unit that went to group and
individual therapy, 8 hours per day, with 4 hours on Saturday and Sunday.
She did not like being in the groups and felt that the sessions were a waste
of time, except she didn‟t have to go on work projects nor mingle with the
more severe inmates.
She came to the Village (after her prison release) to visit and help her
daughter and grandchildren during a period of the children‟s sickness.
While here the city she lived in condemned her home and she would have
been homeless, except we had an empty room and allowed her to stay at
Restoration Village.
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During the time period that she was here she participated in Village requirements, counseling, group,
church, etc. and eventually we hired her to do some part-time work. She paid off all of her fines, and
eventually took the licensure test and was able to secure a driver‟s license. The only time she was
ever late or failed to report to her probation office was the day she was supposed to go in and sign all
of the paper work for release. The parole office laughed about her being late on the only day that it “
didn‟t matter.”
Eventually we asked Mariah to become a full-time house mother at the Village and entrusted her with
many duties and responsibilities. Today she is working as a full-time house parent at a rehabilitation
facility in the women‟s and children‟s ward and is receiving training in the rehabilitation disciplines.
A year in the counseling unit while in prison, a start here at the Village, all a “grace” part of her
future.

...usually we do
not think of
someone with
habitual sin with
compassion but
with blame and
loathing or
“God, I thank
Thee, I am not
like others….”

Through the years of Mariah‟s life grace was at work in her life. She was willing throughout her life
to “acknowledge her sins, and learned to trust in someone besides herself”. Each day, month and year
of her life was a work of grace in progress. Unlike the religious person in the parable who thought
that if everyone was just as nice as him, the world would be a better place, Mariah was willing to
admit that she was a loser and trusted God for deliverance. Her journey through life, prison,
programs, family situations, was all a part leading to the moral changes and newness of life as fruit
of belief, not works.
Through the years of knowing Mariah I thought of the words of Jesus, “…everyone who commits sin
is the slave of sin (John. 8:34) and usually we do not think of someone with habitual sin with
compassion but with blame and loathing or “God, I thank Thee, I am not like others….” We do not
condone sin, but we understand that sin is slavery and grace and mercy must be strong enough to
expect failure from ourselves and from others. Just as the man of the parable asked for mercy and
did not rely upon the fruits of his life, so did Mariah. Grace gives justification at a great cost. Capone
said it better than I can: “What role have I left for religion? None. And I have none because the
Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ leaves none. Christianity is not a religion it is the
announcement of the end of religion. Religion consists of all the things (believing, behaving,
worshiping, and sacrificing) the human race has ever thought it had to do to get right with God.
About those things, Christianity has only two comments to make. The first is that none of them ever
had the least chance of doing the trick: the blood of bulls and goats can never take away sins and no
effort of ours to keep the law of God can ever succeed. The second is that everything religion tried
(and failed) to do has been perfectly done, once and for all, by Jesus in his death and resurrection.”
Repentance is not a moral change as a condition to favor with God and man, repentance is believing
in Christ‟s propitiation which is a result of “believing in Him.” The message of Luke 15:1-7 is the
shepherd looking for the sheep, not our personal resolve to get better or change, and the heavenly
party is when HE FINDS US. That is grace explained.
“I tell you this, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who
exalts themselves shall be brought down, but he who brings himself down shall be exalted.”
It is by grace that a person can choose the good without coercion. Christianity does not demand
goodness, it asks all of us why we would want to do evil. It does not demand that we behave well, it
seeks a change of heart to heal us of thinking that the forbidden is in any way desirable. It is being
like the sinner of Luke 16, “Lord have mercy on me a sinner” and then let Him have control.
Grace and Peace to you all,

David Engle
*Mariah is not her real name. Robert Capone, “Kingdom, Grace, Judgment, pgs. 252-253

Page 3

Restoration Village

Village News

THE FALL MONTHS ARE TO US AT THE VILLAGE, TIMES OF
MEANING, TRADITION, AND purpose as we get into the full agenda of
activities. The fall festival is on October 29 with a day of games, activities, outdoor cooking, and
costumes. Thanksgiving follows within thirty days after the festival and then of course, the time
our Village children enjoy - Christmas. Our intent is to build traditions that the residents will
remember and hopefully incorporate into their future with their family. I thought of T.S Eliot‟s
Christmas poem, The Cultivation of Christmas Trees:
“There are several attitudes towards Christmas,
Some of which we may disregard:
The social, the torpid, the patently commercial,
The rowdy (the pubs are still open to midnight),
And the childish – which is not that of the child
For whom the candle is a star, and the gilded
angel
Spreading its wings at the summit of the tree
Is not only a decoration, but an angel.
The child wonders at the Christmas tree:
Let him continue in the spirit of wonder
At the Feast as an event not accepted as pretext;
Later in the poem he writes: “So that reverence
and the gaiety/May not be forgotten in later
experience…Because the beginning shall remind
us of the end/And the first coming of the second
coming.” Eliot reminds us in his poem that a
beautiful tree, bountiful feast, and new toys are a
part of the sentimental celebration of Christmas. Yet
the celebration is about the reality of life and
reverence for Christ‟s first and last comings. The
season is not one of idolatry, but of happiness and
cheer in the midst of a loveless world that is need of
saving.
For the children, the mothers of the children, the children we know of, it is not too early to start
thinking of the meaning, the significance and the message together we can give to those that come
our way. We are asking you to serve these with an extra financial gift this year in celebration of the
season and your willingness to bless others as you have been blessed.
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SEPTEMBER AND THE END OF AUGUST WAS A PERIOD OF
ACTIVITIES: Ended the month as a speaker at the Lutheran Women‟s
Conference of N.W. Arkansas. A marvelous reception and a joy in the
Lord to be with all of them, thanks for inviting me! The second annual
Skydiving for Children at the Siloam Springs airport occurred over a
two day period this year. One of the staff members of the Children‟s
Advocacy Center made his first jump this year. Way to go Andrew!

The closing days of the month had Manny Lamaesira out in the
Memorial Garden designing and building the platform to place the statue
of “Rachel Weeping for the Children” overlooking the children‟s
memorial plaques. We will have finished project pictures for your
viewing in next month‟s newsletter.

The Vogel family and helpers from Cross Church of Rogers spread
94 bags of mulch, (Thanks to LOWES) over the playground area in
preparation for the fall and winter weather and a cushion for the
children to play upon. Back breaking work. Thank you for your
work and LOWES supplying the endeavors.

A Bible Study group from First Baptist Church of Rogers shared
of themselves for several mornings painting the bunk room at the
main lodge, and then totally redoing the bedding and some
accessories as we begin to think of redoing the bedrooms in the
downstairs of the Lodge. Thanks to the ladies and their families
for loaning them to us.

