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apathy to encompass reasoning.  

Hopelessness does not imagine that there 

is a possibility of help or change in a 

personõs life. 

 

On June 4, 1969, I received a letter (that I 

still have) that reads in part: Dear Dave, 

enclosed is the two bucks you gave me ð 

sorry you paid for me ð I have been short 

about all my life ð money.  Give me a call 

next week I need to talk to you. 

Sincerelyé..ó 

 

The next week Sam was discovered in his 

garage, a victim of his own hands.  It would 

be a year before I met an individual who 

was his former employer.   I told him about 

the letter.   He put his hand on my 

shoulder and asked me if I thought òI could 

have done something?ó   My òyesó was 

responded to with a gentle voice òIt wasnõt 

your fault. He has felt that the world was 

against him for years.ó   

 

That was my beginning introduction to 

òWHO CAN SEE ANY HOPE FOR ME?ó 

 

In the movie The Shawshank Redemption, 

the main character upon being released 

from an extended stay in solitary 

confinement was asked by some of the 

other prisoners  òéhow he got through 

it.ó  He replied, òI had composers with 

Her childhood was permeated by a 

dysfunctional family life; she was sold to 

other men at a young age in order for 

her parents to buy drugs; eventually she 

became a drug addict, was in prison, lost 

her children to state authorities and was 

a couch surfer after her parole while 

waiting for an opportunity to reside at 

Restoration Village. 

 

Her first weeks she seemed to settle in 

to the routine of the Village, she was co

-operative, secured a part-time 

employment opportunity and had a few 

visitations with her children.  Then ð 

unannounced ð she disappeared from 

the Village.   Later, she let us know that 

she was in another location, had been 

doing some drugs again, and told us:  

òNobody has ever cared about me 

beforeéI just canõt live with the 

structure.ó 

 

She is representative of the 

hopelessness for so many of a renewed 

life or the possibility of restoration.  

Hopelessness is a powerful human 

feeling that combines many 

psychodynamic thoughts and actions of: 

life is just too much, too big; it is 

impossible to get out of my situation(s); 

or the compelling thoughts of òwhatõs 

the use?ó that allows for futility and 

Who Can See Any Hope For Me?  
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Village News                                                                      

Restoring Hope 

After months of preparation, the horses for our 

equine-assisted therapy program arrived at the 

Village early in May.  Studies and reports have told 

us over the months how beneficial this would be for 

our residents.  However, the impact has been far 

beyond anything any of us could have imagined.  We 

have watched God work through these beautiful 

animals restoring a new sense of hope and peace in 

our women and children.   

 

Faith Riders Go Marbles 
 

The month of May went out with a bang on the 30th 

with the Faith Rider's Annual Marble run.  Bikers 

and members of the community met up at Jose's in 

Springdale for a half day ride.  Restoration Village 

was chosen as one of the benefactors of the marble 

run.  Many came out to ride and show their support 

for Restoration Village.  Thank you Faith Riders! 

A New Face this Summer 

As summer kicks off, the Village welcomes a new 

summer intern.  Maddie is no stranger to 

Restoration Village.  In the past she worked with 

our children as a volunteer to provide childcare.  

This summer she will be performing a variety of 

administrative duties to help out our office staff.  

We are so excited she has chosen to give her time 

to us.   

 .    
 

Our Newest Graduate 
 

We are so proud to announce that Dorcas has 

completed her degree.  She graduated receiving special 

recognition from Northwest Arkansas Community 

College for her efforts.  Dorcas has made amazing strides 

as a resident at the Village.  In addition to attending 

college full-time she has been an incredible asset working 

in our childcare cottage.  It has been such a blessing 

watching this young woman restore her life and achieve 

her goals.  Congratulations Dorcas! 

 

 

 

 

 


