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And she brought forth her first born
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
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‘ cloths, and laid him in a manager,
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&' ahualend 2 = because there was no room for them
in the inn. Now there were  shepherds
out living in t he fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night .

Luke 2:7-8

People of the Land Get the Invitations

head. The shepherds of the first
Christmas were not theHallmark
greeting card looking picture with
pleasant faces.

Most often a Christmas card
portrays shepherds as a gentle
looking group, sitting around a
campfire, surrounded by their
serene flock of sheep gazing into the
sky at an angel. Christmas sermons
tell of us the shepherds in the field
getting ready to hear angels sing and & people of the land, common folk

serve as a reminder to the and generally were scorned, considered
parishioners of Jesus association with unkempt, boorish and by Jewish law,

the line of David; the Good unclean. They were borderline social
Shepherd; or a r e noutcastseTheytived witlothe shiedpeut
afraid for | have good tidings of great in the fields; slept in the pens, led them
joyée. o Her ®de s of tdghass aridavatdr,tstayed alert from
Abraham, Moses, Davilwere predators, and smelled like campfire
shepherds. The best known psalm smoke and sheep. And most of all, |
speaks of God as a shepherd (Psalms doubt any of them were looking on the

23). Shermy, ®eanutsharacter in starry, starry night for a manifestation

the now traditionalCharlie Brown of angels, or even a voice with a
Christmatelevision special complains message of good news.

in his one line acceptance to a bit

part in the page anwauldhaeelthoughtadivines message u
pl aying a shepher duchas the lirth of Christ would beo r e
spectacular in this modern era to announced to the political leadership of
play the parts of Mary or Joseph, or  a nation in order to get the speech

wear the elaborate costuming as a writers, the local media outlets, and the
wise man, than be a shepherd in a Chamber of Business to gather and
bathrobe with a towel over the welcome the arriving dignitary. Or

In the first century, Shepherds were
oam haodaretzo i f the
oamme . hadaretz~6 if



. pain at the hand of another can attest God's
Vlllage NeWS commandment of forgiveness to be one of the
_ hardest. | am no stranger to this battle. An
Culinary Fun abusive marriage and the sexual abuse of one of
my children changed me and left my heart
searching for understanding. Forgiveness seemed

impossible.

We have had a few slim months in our
cupboards throughout the year but the Lord has
always provided for our women and children.
Recently the Junior League NWA cametous Beverly Engle points out
with a fantastic idea. As part of continued the Wounded Soul Through
education at the Village, they offered a class to Joseph did not instantly forgive his brothers for

our residents on how to cook healthy for familiesselling him into slaveryit was a process that

on a budget. It was a ftfilled educational lasted over 37 years. | have come to the

evening and our residents were very grateful forrealization that forgiveness is a journey.

the opportunity. Many thanks to the Junior )

—— sharing the story of Christmas and the beauty of

§ ) Jesus' birth with my children. However, it is also
a time of painful memories. | allow myself to
remember and feel but not to dwell. | remind
myself that forgiveness is a process, not a task. |
take another step towards forgiving myself and
those who have hurt me and remember God's
love. He leads me to a feeling of incredible
gratitude and thankfulness.

When we are hurting we tend to spend a lot of
time looking at the individual or situation that
was the root of our pain. We analyze and draw
conclusions. We search relentlessly for
understanding.

® 6 6 6 6 6 6 o o o | found great peace when | accepted that there
A Season For Forgiveness are many things | will never understand. | am so
thankful for the grace of my Heavenly Father that
Most of us think of the holidays as a time for  reminds me | don't have to understand. He

celebrating with families and giving thanks for encourages me to feel and process through my
what the Lord has provided. For some of us it isemotions. He is forever patient and

also a time of sadness as we look back over theynderstanding. He doesn't have a timeline, only
year and remember loved ones lost, challengesjove. | am again overcome with gratitude.
faced and obstacles overcome. Gratitude not only for what He has provided for
us but for who He is; a God of

The apostle Paul wrote in the book of Ephesians; . :
Incomprehensible forgiveness

"And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgifig@race.

one another, even as God in Christ forgave you."
Ephesians 4:32 ~Rebecca Crosslar

Anyone who has been through great tragedy and U
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Upcoming Events Merry Chrlstmas

f& : From Restoration Village
"An Afternoon of Fairytales"

"
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Our first official fundraising event for
Restoration Village is well underway! To find
out more information or purchase tickets,
visit our website restorationvillage.net and
click on the events tab on the homepage.
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Contributions

If you would like to make a contribution to the Village,

visit our website at: http://restorationvillage.net/

¢ ] ) ) donate/

If you are interested in volunteering at o o o o o o o o o o

Restoration Village please contact Rebecca

Crossland at: rebeccarestore@coxnet Contribute while you ShOp! The H0|idays are Coming
and many of us will be avoiding the crowds by visiting

our favorite websites to tackle some of our holiday
shopping. Please remember us when you shop at
Amazon by using our smile link anytime you shop on
Amazon, 5% of your purchases will be contributed
directly to Restoration Village.

Smile Link : http://smile.amazon.com/ch0EB4644

Volunteer Opportunities
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We thank you for your continued support!!

The RV staff took a day to paint at a
Habitat for Humanity future home of
one of our residents prior to her family
moving in December.
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Literature

If you would like to read the book mentioned
in the story "A Season for Forgiveness" on
page 2 please visit our website at:
www.restorationvillage.net and click on
publications. A complete listing of literature
is available for purchase.



